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¢ Abstract

: The sense of belonging to a place has been one of the main pillars of the stability
: of historical contexts during the past periods. Weak or diminished sense of
: belonging as a root and hidden challenge, in addition to long-term social,
: psychological and physical harm, cause citizens to ignore the city environment and
: even larger spaces and issues of economic, social, cultural, political and etc.
. Therefore, identifying the factors affecting the sense of place in historical contexts
: is of particular importance. The purpose of the present quantitative and applied
¢ research, which has been done with a combination of descriptive-analytical and
: causal methods and with a structural equation modelling approach, is identifying
: the determinants of the sense of belonging to the place in the historical context of
: the port city of Bandar Lengeh. The statistical population of the study consists of
: all heads of households living in the historical context, 190 of whom were chosen
¢ as astatistical sample and they have been questioned randomly. The main research
: tool for collecting field data, is a researcher-made questionnaire. Its validity and
: reliability have been verified through the relevant processes. SPSS and Amos
¢ Graphic software were used to analyse the data. The research results showed the
: general state of the sense of belonging to the place with a mean of 4.022 which is
: above average. The results showed a structural model of determinants of sense of
Historical context, sense of : belonging to the place. The designed structural model has high fitting capability
place, : and was able to explain 75% of the variance of the dependent variable. In the

structural : . ! . - .
: status, access to services and welfare-recreational facilities and social capital

: respectively with the values of 0.402, -0.379, 0.342 and 0.308, were statistically
: significant and the security variable with a total effect of 0.167 had no statistically
: significant effect on the sense of place.

mentioned structural model, the effect of four variables of length of stay, income

: Ataei, O; Sotudeh,H; Ghomeishi, M (2022): Providing a model of determinants of the sense of belonging
to the place in the historical context of the port cities of the Persian Gulf (Case study: Bandar Lengeh), Journal
Research and Urban Planning, Vol 13, No 50, PP 302-319.

DOI: 10.30495/JUPM.2022.5571

Corresponding author:: Omid Ataei
Address: PhD candidate in the Department of Architecture, Qeshm Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qeshm,

Iran.
Tell: +98 9173642260

Email: : ataii.omid2040@gmail.com



Providing a model of determinants of the sense of belonging to the place in the historical context...

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The historical context is an undeniable fact of
cities that have a historical background. The old
urban contexts are a creative and living place in
order for human beings to understand their
position in the world and their connection with
the past and a place to transform the
environment and change the outlook on the
present and future life (Daneshpour & Shiri,
2016: 19-20). The historical context of the cities
reflects the cultural-historical values of the
urban space due to their unique and specific
characteristics; they are distinguishable from
other urban areas in terms of formal features
and arranged structure (Ministry of Interior,
2014: 16).

Bandar Lengeh is one of the southern and
border cities of Hormozgan province, where a
significant part of its residents (about 27% of
the city's population) have settled in the
historical context of this city. In the historical
context of this city, in addition to the traditional
context of residential spaces, there are many
mosques and water reservoirs, which are
considered to be original examples of
architecture in the south of the country. In order
to protect this historical and valuable context,
which is a kind of original and ancient heritage
of the city, examining the state of the sense of
belonging to the place among the residents and
identifying the factors affecting it in the form of
a local and experimental model, can be
effective in the improvement of the future
condition of the historical context of Bandar
Lengeh city. Because the sense of belonging to
a place is one of the key elements of the stability
of historical contexts, promoting and improving
its level can lead to social stability and
economic and physical stability of the historical
context of the city.

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of its
purpose, and descriptive-analytical and causal
in terms of its method, with the general purpose
of identifying the factors affecting the sense of
belonging to a place in the historical context of
Bandar Lange city by using structural equation
modeling. Documentary (reading books,
articles, reports, theses, etc.) and field
(questionnaire completion) methods have been
used to collect the required information and
data. The statistical population of the research

includes 2064 heads of households living in the
historical context of Bandar Lengeh city. Using
the table of Bartlett et al. (2001), which is one
of the common methods of estimating the
statistical sample size, 190 household heads
were estimated as a statistical sample. The main
research tool for collecting field data was a
researcher-made questionnaire, which was
extracted based on theoretical foundations and
research records. The said questionnaire is
designed in three main parts. The first part was
dedicated to the personal characteristics of the
respondents. The second part of the
questionnaire included some related and
effective variables on the sense of belonging to
the place, and the third part was dedicated to the
dimensions, components, indicators and
variables of the sense of belonging to the place
as the main variable of the research. In this
research, the sense belonging to the place was
considered as dependent variable and other
variables as independent variables. To check
the face wvalidity of the mentioned
questionnaire, the opinions of academic
professors, experts and relevant specialists were
used. After designing the initial questionnaire
and referring it to the supervisor and relevant
experts and performing several stages of
correction, the validity of the questionnaire was
confirmed. Also, a pre-test has been used to
check its reliability. In this way, 30
guestionnaires were distributed and completed
outside the scope of the study, and the
Cronbach's alpha coefficient calculated for
different parts of the questionnaire was higher
than 0.7, indicating the reliability of the tool
used (Table 2). A completely random method
was used to distribute the questionnaire in the
study area. To analyze the data collected
according to the research questions from the
frequency distribution table, sample t-test,
Spearman and Pearson correlation coefficient
in SPSS software and to model the factors
affecting the sense of belonging to the place,
Amos Graphic software were used.

Results and discussion

To investigate the state of belonging to a place
in the study area, all the variables, components
and dimensions of the sense of belonging to a
place (mentioned in the research method
section) were combined and in the following,
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using the one-sample t-test (considering the
number 3 as the basis of the test), its general
condition has been investigated. The findings
show (Table 3) that the average calculated with
a value of 4.022 is significantly higher than the
baseline. The positive value of t statistics, the
difference from the average and the upper and
lower limits also indicate that the obtained
average is higher compared to the base average.
Therefore, it can be said that the general
situation of the sense of belonging to the place
in the study area is in a good state. In line with
the main goal of the research, in this section, the
correlation between the dependent variable of
the research (sense of belonging to the place)
and the independent variables of the research
has been investigated using Spearman and
Pearson correlation coefficients. The findings
show (Table 5) that among the 12 investigated
variables, the variables of length of stay,
income status, access to services and comfort-
recreational facilities, security and social
capital respectively with a correlation
coefficient of 0.567, 0.557 -, 0.450, 0.403 and
0.424, have a statistically significant
relationship with the sense of belonging to the
place, and other variables have no significant
statistical relationship with the dependent
variable of the research. The noteworthy point
is the negative correlation between the income
status and the sense of belonging to the place in
the study area; in the sense that the increase or
decrease in the residents' income is
accompanied by a decrease and an increase in
the sense of belonging to the place,
respectively.

Conclusion

The results of the research showed that the
sense of belonging to the place in the historical
context of Bandar Lengeh city is in a good state
with an average of 4.022. The result obtained is
in line with the findings of the researches of
Montazer Alhojjah et al. (2016) regarding the
sense of place in the historical neighborhoods
of Yazd city and Ananahad et al. (2019) in
connection with the sense of belonging to the
place in the old neighborhood of Sagharisazan
in Rasht. The appropriate and acceptable level
of the sense of belonging to a place in the scope
of study can be attributed to the appropriate use
of natural elements and environmental comfort,
accessibility and permeability, identity,
legibility, beauty and symbol, social

interactions, etc., in the historical context of the
city of Bandar Lengeh. Examining the
relationship between the sense of belonging to
a place and the independent variables of the
research showed that the variables of length of
stay, income status (negative relationship),
access to services and comfort-recreational
facilities, security and social capital had a
statistically significant relationship with the
dependent variable of the research. Therefore,
these variables were included in the final
structural model of the determinants of the
sense of belonging to the place in the historical
context of the city of Bandar Lengeh. The
results of the model processing review showed
that the designed model has an acceptable
agreement with the proposed criteria and it was
generally confirmed. The results of the final
structural model designed showed that the
independent variables have been able to explain
about 75% of the variance of the sense of
belonging to the place due to the direct, indirect
and total effects. Examining the final effects
(total effect) of the factors affecting the sense of
belonging to the place within the scope of the
study showed that the effect of the four
variables of length of stay, income status,
access to services and amenities and social
capital were statistically significant. The result
obtained regarding the factors affecting the
sense of belonging to the place are consistent
with the findings of the studies of Meshkini et
al. (2014), Qashgaei et al. (2016) Montazer
Alhojjeh et al. (2016), Danesh-payeh and Habib
(2017), Tan et al. (2018) and Vink and Waro
(2021). Also, the results showed that despite the
positive statistical correlation with the sense of
belonging to the place in the historical context
of the city of Bandar Lengeh, the security
variable had no statistically significant effect in
the designed model. Among the identified
factors, the research showed that the effect of
the income variable on the sense of belonging
to a place was negative, and the three variables
of length of stay, access to services and
amenities and social capital had a positive and
statistically significant effect on the sense of
belonging to a place. Therefore, according to
the results obtained, it can be said that by
providing access to the citizens living in the
historical context of Bandar Lengeh city to the
services and amenities needed, such as public
transportation, parks, educational spaces, health
centers, etc. and holding local competitions and
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festivals in order to strengthen the components
of social capital (such as a sense of
participation, empathy, cooperation and
cohesion and awareness), physical recreation of
the historical context, empowerment of the
residents of the historical context, residents stay
in the historical context can be extended; while
by strengthening social stability and the

promotion of jobs related to the place (jobs
related to the historical context of the city of
Bandar Lengeh, such as handicrafts,
blacksmithing, production of tools needed for
fishing, etc.) the negative effects of low income
can be reduced as much as possible.
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