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Abstract

Illuminated manuscript, as one of the decorative arrays in the tradition of book design, is a very old art in Islamic
civilization, and in most exquisite and artistic versions, an important part of the illumination is dedicated to the
frontispieces. In addition to manuscripts, the process of frontispiece making continued in printed books after the
arrival of lithography in Iran. Although the frontispiece in the lithographic books have been executed in different
styles and methods, but no specialized study has been done in this field so far. Therefore, the purpose of this study
is to identify and introduce different styles of lithographic book frontispieces and present them in separate groups.
This article has been done by descriptive and analytical method, and data is collected from archival documents
and library resources. For conducting this research in the first step, the frontispieces were identified based on geo-
metric structure to be divided into two groups of traditional and new styles. Then, traditional frontispieces were
divided into four distinct styles including inscriptive, crown, rectangular-square, and figural and semi-figural. The
new frontispieces were initially divided into two groups based on whether they encompass embellishments or text.
Typographic frontispieces were placed in the group of text-based, and the second group was divided into symbolic
and illustrative frontispieces based on whether the motifs used in them are symbolic or not (non-symbolic motifs).
The results of this study show that a significant number of lithographic books in Qajar period were printed in India.
Thus, some styles such as inscriptive, crown shape, rectangular-square, and illustrative, simultaneously printed in
the Iranian and Indian books. Additionally, typographic and symbolic styles can be traced in those books that were

published in Iran, while figural and semi-figural style was executed in the Indian books.

Key words: Qajar period, lithography, frontispiece, illumination, National Library of Iran.
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