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Kadkhoda
(The traditional Head of the Iranian Villages)

From the early history, and the beginning of the rural society in Iran, the head -
man of the villages, has always been both the leader as well as the communicator
between the inner and outter society.

Being born and grown up in the village, Kadkhoda was the representative of the
villagers, the village land lord, and the government. The above mentioned
charactristics made Kadkhoda able to play a crucial role in the success and
unification of people in the village, leading the human and physical resources of
the village to produce the crops, to satisfy the local as well as the market needs, He
was also able to control the security and order (outter and inner) of the village.

The 1962 Iranian Land-Reform gradually decreased and, at least in 1976,
omitted the position of Kadkhoda. Since then, though a number of alternatives have
been adopted and tested, no suitable management system would have successfully
replaced the role of Kadkhoda in the rural areas and villages. The result was the
downfall of the rural society, as well as the rural pruduction, etc.

In this paper the writer is searching for the answers to a number of questions
about kadkhodas 1.e. his historical background, his sources of power, his relation
with the villagers, and finally, the chances for the revitalization of his role,

Keywords: kadkhoda - rural - power- Rural Council - Islamic RuralCouncil -
Alderman (Dehban).
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