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Mooty and Grandma

1. Mooty was a lovely little mouse. He
had twinkling eyes and a tong curly
tail.

2. One day, Mooty fell asleep under
Grandma's favourite chair. His long
curly tail lay in a coil on the floor.
He dreamt of cheese and bread
crumbs. He dreamt of sweets and
Jjuicy plums.

3. His tail twitched as he dreamt.
It curled and it straightened. It
straightened and it curled till his
dreams stopped. Then it lay quietly
in a little gentle curve on the floor.

4. Grandma came into the room. Oh,
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how careless I am, she thought.
"I"ve dropped my sewing thread
again." She bent to pick the long
strand of thread from the floor.

5. Poor Mooty! Poor Grandmal!
"Help!" screamed Mooty as he tried
to wiggle free. "Help!" screamed
Grandma as she dropped him on
the fioor.

6. Mooty ran into his hole as fast as
his legs could carry him. Grandma
ran into the kitchen as fast as her
legs could carry her. They both
quivered and shook. Poor Mooty!
Poor Grandma!

(Jessic Wee and Kwan Shan
Mei, Mooty and Grandma, Federal
Publications, 1980)
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Burglar Bill lives by himself in
a tall house full of stolen property.
Every night he has stolenlish and
chips and a cup of stolen tea for
supper. Then he swings a big stolen
sack over his shoulder and goes
off to work, stealing things. Every
morning Burglar Bill comes home
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"Don't mention it,"says Burglar
Bill. He holds out his hand. "Pleased
to meet you." "Likewise, I'm sure."”
Burglar Betty says.
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from work and has stolen toast
and marmalade and a cup of stolen
coffee for breakfast. Then he goes

upstairs and sleeps all day in a
comfortable stolen bed.
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"Who are you?" says Burglar
Bill.
"I"m Burglar Betty," says the
lady. "Who are you?"
Burglar Bill puts on his own
mask.
"Oh," says Burglar Betty, "1
know you - it's Burglar Bill!

1 seen your picture in the Police
Gazette." Then she says, "Look
here. I'm ever so sorry - breaking in
like this. If I'd have known...'
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and Martin (1997). On emergent literacy
and children's storytelling, sec Heath
(1983), Roitlaine (1985), Ucnncu-Kastor
(1983; 1926); (1999), fan (1985), Cook-
Gumperz and Green (1984), Eaton, Collis
and Lewis (1999). On children's narratives
in health and clinical contexts, see Perez
and Tager-Flusberg (1998) and Reilly,
Bates and Marellinan (1998). Relevant
journals include Journal of Education,
Journal of Child Language, Applied Psycho
linguistics, and Language and Education.
As indicated at 7.4, a large body
of psycholinguistic research has been
undertaken into the question of whether
humans develop mental models of story
structure, which they use as an aid in the
comprehension, storage and recall of actual
stories. These mental frameworks are
termed story schemas, and their probable
configuration can be represented on the
page as a grammar; hence researchers
in this area are often described as story-
grammarians. The psychological status and
the implications of such modellings remain
controversial, but have beenextensively
explored. Among key texts adopting a
broadly psycholinguistic approach, see:
Rumellart (1975; 1977), Mandler and
Johnson (1977), Stein and Glenn (1979),
Warren, Njcholas and Trabasso (1979),
Cl ark (1977), Brown and Yule (1983);
Schank and Abelson (1977) and Johnson-
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On children's narrative development:
Peterson and McCabe (1983), Cazden
(1981), (1978),  Piaget
(1926), Vygotsky (1962); and, from a
systemiclinguistic perspecive, Eothery
and Martin (1980), Christie et al. (1984),
Hasan (1984), Ventola (1987}, Eggins and
Slade {1997), White (1997) and Christie
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in much formalist-structuralist analysis
of children's stories, there has been a
remarkable disregarding of content, of what
children actually choose to talk about. Only
in very recent years, for example, have
researchers begun systematically to study
the ways children talk in their stories about
being sad, or angry, or feeling they have
failed-all, unquestionably, development
ally important affective responses. In a very
useful survey Nicolopoulou (1997) speaks
for many in arguing that a sociocultural
approach that may reveal children's
narrativized development of counterposed
realities (differences of gender, ethnicity,
class, and so on), must petforce be a
comparative and contrastive analysis.

Laird (1981).

In recent years, seemingly part of
the same movement away or beyond the
delimited formalism of Labovian analysis
child language theorists and researchers
have urged a renewed attention to the
symbolic uses to which children's narratives
are put. In a broader sociocuyltural or social-
constructionist framework, it is argued,
the functions of narratives as vehicles of
children's meaning-creation and identity-
construction, and of self-projection, can
and must be addressed (see, e.g. Bruner,
1986; Bamberg, 1997b; Muhlhausler and
Ham$S, 1990; Nicolopoulou, 1996; 1997;
Ely, Bleason, and McCabe, 1996). One
simple but powerful point to note is that



