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Critical Remarks on Situational Crime Prevention

Dr. Ali SAFFARI

Abstract

Following my article on: “The theoretical Basis of Situational
Crime Prevention™, it is intended here to offer a critical analysis of the
strength and weaknesses (or criticisms) attributed to this perspective
of crime prevention. Two main criticisms have been underlined by
many commentators. The first is the view that the main concern of
situational crime prevention is “opportunistic crimes” whereas many
other crimes are not opportunistic. The second criticism pinpoints
“displacement” as a real pitfall of this perspective. It is concluded, as
was asserted in my previous article, that although effective prevention
of crime needs a multi-dimensional approach and cooperation between
different state and community agents, the sixteen techniques of
situational crime prevention lend themselves to a comprehensive
policy for the prevention of the most opportunistic crimes (i.e crimes
against property), as well as many other crimes including those
against the person. These crimes are known as violent crimes, some of

which are called hatred crimes in criminological literature.
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19. Expressive crimes.
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22. Spatial/geographical displacement.
23, Target displacement.

24. Time displacement.

25. Vertical displacement.

26. Method/tactical displacement.
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56. Inter-agency or Multi-agency approach.
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HMSO, 1986, pp. 1-16.
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61. Lemert, E.,*Human Deviance: Social Problems and Social Control”, Englwood Cliffs, NJ:
Prentice Hall, 1967,
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New York, The Free Press.
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