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Nader Shah Afshar, as one of the most prominent figures in Iranian
history, came from the Afshar tribe, a tribe that was considered one of the
pillars of the Qizilbash military power and the guardians of the Shiite
religion during the Safavid era. However, after coming to power, and
especially at the Congress of the Plain of Moghan, Nader adopted a
different religious policy from his Safavid predecessors. This article,
relying on a descriptive-analytical method, examines the connection
between Nader's tribal origin and religious developments in his era. The
research findings show that Nader's nomadic roots and his life experience
among the tribes of Khorasan played a decisive role in the formation of his
pragmatic view of religion. Nader, who was raised in the Afshar tribe and
with Shiite beliefs, after attaining the throne, tried to create a kind of
political-religious unity between the Shiite and Sunni tribes and tribes by
moderating extremist religious rituals and proposing the Ja'fari religion as
the fifth pillar of Islamic religions. This change in approach was not only
an attempt to gain legitimacy beyond traditional Safavid structures, but also
a response to the necessities of governing a vast territory with nomadic
diversity. Finally, this article emphasizes that Nader's religious policy
should not be seen as a mere religious act, but rather as a strategy for
integrating the nomadic and military structures of Iran in the 12th century
AH.
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