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I ntroduction: Social and cultural transformations in contemporary cities indicate that urban living experi-
ences are not only influenced by physical and functional factors, but also shaped in emotional, affective,
and social layers. The main issue of this research is to examine the impact of family-centered urban design
on collective emotions and its connection to social cohesion and social capital. In this context, the family,
as the primary social institution, plays a key role in the production of social capital and the reproduction of
collective cohesion, while consuming urban services. Furthermore, collective emotions such as place attach-
ment, social trust, and emotional security influence citizens’ perceptions and experiences of urban spaces.
The aim of this research is to clarify the mechanisms through which family-centered urban design affects
collective emotions and to present a conceptual model that links the triad of family, collective emotions, and
urban design within a coherent theoretical framework. Family-centered urban environments are increasingly
recognized as influential contexts where everyday interactions, shared routines, and intergenerational en-
counters take place. Such environments support not only the functional needs of households but also shape
the emotional climate of neighborhoods by fostering opportunities for social encounters, mutual support, and
informal supervision. When urban spaces are designed to accommodate diverse family activities—ranging
from childcare and leisure to mobility and safety—they create settings that promote a sense of belonging
and shared responsibility among residents. Consequently, the emotional quality of these spaces contributes
to strengthening social ties and enhancing the collective well-being of urban communities. Moreover, un-
derstanding the emotional dynamics generated within family-oriented urban spaces requires attention to the
subtle interactions between spatial configurations and social behaviors. Urban design elements—such as
walkable street networks, mixed-use environments, accessible public services, and safe communal areas—
shape patterns of movement and encounter that contribute to the emergence of shared emotional experiences
among residents. These spatial qualities can either facilitate or hinder the development of trust, reciprocity,
and long-term place attachment. By focusing on the relational dimensions of urban space, this research high-
lights how design decisions at different scales influence not only the material conditions of urban life, but
also the affective bonds that underpin cohesive and emotionally resilient communities.

he Purpose of the Research: The main objective of this research is to analyze and conceptualize the
mechanisms through which family-oriented urban design influences collective emotions in urban set-
tings. More specifically, the study aims to:
1. Identify key themes of collective emotional experiences in urban spaces.
2. Examine the role of families as both consumers of urban services and producers of social capital.

.
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3. Investigate the interconnections between urban design practices, family dynamics, and emotional well-being.
4. Propose a three-dimensional conceptual model that integrates family, collective emotions, and urban planning as an interdepen-
dent system.

I\/I ethodology: This study employed a mixed qualitative meta-analysis approach, combining a systematic literature review
of studies on collective emotions and urban design with a bibliometric analysis of research on family studies. The review
process followed the PRISMA protocol, ensuring comprehensive identification, screening, and inclusion of relevant studies from
international databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, and Google Scholar, along with national sources. Coding and thematic
categorization were carried out using MAXQDA software to extract dominant concepts. Bibliometric mapping through VOSview-
er was applied to identify clusters and trends in family research. To enhance the rigor of the review, clear inclusion and exclusion
criteria were defined prior to the analysis. Studies published in peer-reviewed journals and reputable conference proceedings that
addressed at least one of the core themes—family, collective emotions, urban design, or social cohesion—was considered for
inclusion. After removing duplicates and screening titles, abstracts, and full texts, the selected studies were analyzed through a
multi-stage coding process. Open coding was first applied to identify key concepts and recurring themes, followed by axial coding
to establish relationships between categories related to emotional experience, family dynamics, and spatial design attributes. In the
subsequent stage, the extracted themes and bibliometric clusters were integrated to construct a conceptual synthesis of the litera-
ture. The qualitative findings from the thematic analysis were compared with the structural patterns identified through bibliometric
mapping in order to reveal convergences, research gaps, and emerging interdisciplinary linkages. This integrative process enabled
the study to develop a comprehensive conceptual framework illustrating how family-oriented urban design can influence collective
emotions and contribute to the formation of social capital and urban social cohesion.

indings and Discussion: The findings reveal three major streams in the literature: collective emotions in urban contexts,

family structures and functions, and urban design and planning. In the realm of collective emotions, themes such as emotional
experiences of urban life, sense of place attachment, and emotional safety were dominant, highlighting that emotions form the
basis of lived urban experience. In the family and urban studies domain, demographic changes, migration, inequality, and resil-
ience emerged as critical issues, demonstrating the family’s role as both a consumer of urban resources and a producer of social
trust. Bibliometric analysis of family research emphasized clusters around socio-cultural and economic dimensions, socialization
processes, family diversity, and well-being.
Integrating these strands shows that family, collective emotions and urban design operate in a dialectical and cyclical relation-
ship: urban environments shape emotional experiences and family well-being; families, in turn, contribute to urban social capital
through everyday practices; and collective emotions act as an intangible but powerful force reproducing social cohesion or frag-
mentation. The proposed three-part model positions Family, Collective Emotions, and Urban Design as interlinked domains essen-
tial for creating emotionally sustainable and family-friendly cities. Another key insight emerging from the analysis is the role of
spatial qualities in mediating everyday family interactions and shaping collective emotional climates within neighborhoods. Urban
environments that provide accessible public spaces, safe pedestrian networks, green areas, and community-oriented facilities tend
to encourage frequent social encounters among families and residents. These encounters contribute to the gradual formation of
familiarity, trust, and shared norms, which are central components of social capital. Conversely, fragmented urban forms, lack of
safe communal areas, and excessive spatial segregation may limit opportunities for interaction and weaken the emotional bonds
that connect residents to their neighborhoods. The findings also highlight the importance of considering family diversity in urban
design and planning processes. Contemporary cities host a wide range of household types, including nuclear families, single-parent
households, extended families, and migrant families, each with distinct spatial and social needs. Recognizing this diversity allows
urban policies, design strategies to move beyond standardized approaches, and instead promote inclusive environments that ac-
commodate different lifestyles and cultural practices. Such inclusivity can strengthen feelings of belonging and emotional security
among residents, thereby reinforcing the social resilience of urban communities. Finally, the discussion underscores that collective
emotions function as a bridging mechanism between physical space and social structure. Emotional responses such as trust, attach-
ment, and perceived safety are not merely individual experiences but are socially produced and shared within everyday urban life.
When family-oriented design principles are embedded in urban development—through human-scale planning, accessible services,
and supportive public spaces—they can nurture positive collective emotions that sustain long-term social cohesion. In this sense,
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designing cities that acknowledge the emotional and relational dimensions of family life becomes a crucial step toward achieving more
inclusive, livable, and socially sustainable urban environments. Furthermore, the synthesis of the reviewed literature suggests that the
. effectiveness of family-centered urban design depends not only on the presence of supportive physical infrastructure but also on the
quality of governance and community participation in planning processes. Participatory planning mechanisms that involve families
< and local residents in decision-making can strengthen feelings of ownership and collective responsibility toward urban spaces. Such
< processes help ensure that design interventions reflect the lived realities and everyday needs of households, thereby increasing the
 likelihood that public spaces will be actively used, maintained, and socially valued by the community. In addition, the results indicate
: that the temporal dimension of urban life plays a significant role in shaping collective emotions and family experiences within cities.
Daily rhythms of work, childcare, leisure, and mobility structure how families interact with urban environments and with one another.
< Urban design strategies that consider these temporal patterns—such as flexible public spaces, accessible neighborhood services, and
+ safe evening environments—can support continuous and meaningful engagement with urban space. By aligning spatial design with the
rhythms of family life, cities can foster more stable emotional attachments and reinforce the social networks that underpin cohesive
and resilient urban communities.

e0cc0ccs0cc0ce
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Conclusion: This study concludes that the dynamics of urban life cannot be fully explained through spatial or structural analysis alone.
Instead, a comprehensive understanding requires recognition of the interdependence between family dynamics, collective emotions,
< and urban design. The proposed conceptual model (illustrated in Figure 14) demonstrates that family-oriented urban design, when atten-
: tive to emotional and social dimensions, can enhance place attachment, trust, and emotional safety while simultaneously strengthening
family resilience and social cohesion.

+ For future research, emphasis should be placed on empirical validation of the model in diverse cultural and urban contexts, comparative
+ studies across societies, and the integration of innovative tools such as emotional mapping and behavioral tracking to measure collective
< emotions in situ. In addition, applying this framework may help policymakers better anticipate how shifts in household structures or emo-
: tional climates shape citizens’ spatial behaviors over time. Furthermore, by embedding emotional—social indicators into urban evaluation
§ systems, planners can move toward more human-centered and resilient urban environments that reflect the lived realities of families.
+ Ultimately, this model helps guide cities toward designs that genuinely support everyday emotional and social well-being. Moreover, the
implications of this study extend beyond theoretical discussions and offer practical insights for urban planners, designers, and policymak-

ceccee

: ers. Recognizing the family as a central actor in the production of social capital highlights the need for planning approaches that prioritize
everyday social interactions, accessibility of neighborhood services, and inclusive public spaces. Integrating family-oriented consider-
ations into urban design can contribute to environments th at support intergenerational interaction, encourage informal social networks,
< and cultivate a sense of belonging among residents. Such strategies can ultimately reinforce the emotional foundations of urban life and
S contribute to more stable and cohesive communities. At the same time, the findings suggest that future urban policies should move toward
: a more interdisciplinary understanding of cities, where emotional, social, and spatial dimensions are addressed simultaneously. Collab-
 oration between urban planners, sociologists, environmental psychologists, and policymakers can help translate the conceptual insights
of this study into actionable planning frameworks. By acknowledging that emotions and social relationships are embedded within spatial
< environments, cities can develop planning strategies that not only respond to physical needs but also nurture the emotional well-being
< and collective resilience of urban populations. Additionally, the research underscores the necessity of adopting a longitudinal perspective
in examining the relationship between family-centered design and collective emotions. Urban transformations unfold gradually, and
emotional attachments to place evolve through continuous interactions and shared experiences over time. Long-term studies that trace
S changes in emotional patterns across different life stages and family structures can offer deeper insight into how urban design supports or
< undermines emotional resilience. Such temporal understanding would enable planners to adapt design strategies proactively in response
< to demographic changes, mobility trends, and evolving family lifestyles. Finally, this study reinforces the notion that urban sustainability
: must include emotional and social dimensions alongside ecological and economic ones. The creation of emotionally supportive spaces—
: where trust, empathy, and mutual care are cultivated—forms a crucial component of sustainable urban living. Future cities that embrace
emotional intelligence in their design philosophy are likely to display greater adaptability and social harmony. Therefore, the integration
+ of emotional metrics in planning and evaluation processes should be seen not as an optional enhancement, but as a fundamental crite-
rion for achieving cities that truly empower families and nurture collective well-being across generations. In summary, integrating the
perspectives of family studies, collective emotions, and urban design provides a more holistic understanding of how everyday urban
environments influence social life. By recognizing, the emotional and relational dimensions embedded in spatial settings, planners and
researchers can better interpret the ways in which families interact with their surroundings and with one another.

eeccccccccccce
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: Highlight :
+ - This study develops a three-dimensional conceptual model linking family, collective emotions, and urban design as interdependent components of?
+ sustainable urban life.
+ - Findings demonstrate that family-oriented urban design not only shapes collective emotions such as trust, attachment, and emotional safety but alsos

strengthens social cohesion. .
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¢ - The research highlights the necessity of integrating emotional and familial dimensions into urban planning to foster inclusive, resilient, and fami-g¢
< ly-friendly cities.
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< Introduction: Social and cultural transformations in
contemporary cities indicate that the experience of ur-
ban life is not shaped solely by physical and functional
E factors, but also emerges within emotional, affective,
§and social layers. The main issue of this study is to
< examine the impact of family-oriented urban design
on collective emotions and its relationship with social
< cohesion and social capital. In this regard, the family,
 as the primary social institution, alongside consuming
§urban services, plays a key role in generating social
capital and reproducing collective cohesion. In recent
decades, new approaches in urban planning and design
: have gradually moved away from purely physical and

.

.

infrastructural perspectives toward a deeper under-
« standing of the human and emotional dimensions of
< space. In this context, the family, as the most funda-
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- mental social institution, plays a central role in shaping

+ everyday experiences, patterns of social interaction,

< and perceptions of the urban environment. The quality
+ of public spaces, accessibility, and safety are all factors
that can strengthen the sense of belonging among fam-
< ily members and the wider community.

Research Objective: The main objective of this re-
< search is to explain the mechanisms through which
§ family-oriented urban design influences collective
< emotions and to present a conceptual model that il-
 lustrates the triadic relationship between family, col-
lective emotions, and urban design within a coherent
: theoretical framework.

.

Methodology: This study employs a systematic re-
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: using MAXQDA software, followed by the visualiza-
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1- Identity bond

2- Collective emotions
3- Superblock

4- New Urbanism

5- Family Fitness Zones
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