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I ntroduction: This study aims to evaluate the global indicators of a happy city at a neighborhood scale and
in the context of two different contexts of Qom city, and to achieve a more accurate understanding of the
factors affecting happiness at the neighborhood level. Azar neighborhood was selected as a representative of
the historical, central, and traditional (old and dense) context, and Salarieh neighborhood was selected as a

representative of the semi-old, luxurious, and affluent context.

The Purpose of the Research: The main goal is to reveal how the structural differences between these
two contexts lead to different prioritization of environmental design components in explaining happi-
ness. This understanding can help urban policymakers to formulate design interventions in a context-specific

manner and tailored to the vital needs of each neighborhood, rather than in the same prescriptions.

ethodology: The main research instrument was a researcher-made questionnaire consisting of a de-
I\/I mographic section and 30 items for ten research components (each component has 3 questions) with a
5-point Likert scale. The internal reliability of the questionnaire was measured using Cronbach’s alpha coef-
ficient. In order to identify the underlying structure of urban design components, exploratory factor analysis
with Varimax rotation was used. Spearman’s correlation test was also used to determine the intensity and
direction of the relationship between the components and the happiness index. To identify the contribution of
each component in explaining happiness, multivariate regression was performed separately for each neigh-
borhood. In addition, descriptive statistics and bar charts were used to analyze demographic patterns and the
distribution of happiness in the sample.

ntroduction of the scope of the research: In this study, two neighborhoods in the city of Qom were se-
I lected as case studies to compare the impact of urban design components on happiness in two historical
and dense contexts (Azar) and an intermediate context (Salarieh). Azar neighborhood, with a population of
12,926 according to the latest official census in 2016, is one of the oldest and most ancient urban textures in
Qom and one of the initial nuclei of the city’s formation. This neighborhood has a dense, complex, and his-
torical texture, and its social structure is influenced by old neighborhood relations, face-to-face interactions,
and traditional social participation. The age of the buildings, narrower passages, and organic structure place
this neighborhood in the group of worn-out but socially active physical textures. Factor analysis data also
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shows that in this neighborhood, components such as social relations, neighborhood support, and The sense of belonging plays a
more prominent role in shaping the main structures. The Salarieh neighborhood, with a population of 12,977 according to the latest
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< census in 2016, is one of the urban textures with excellent socio-economic and physical indicators, developed and middle-aged in
§ Qom, whose physical structure is formed based on formal planning and has spatial order, regular street layout, higher quality of
furniture, proper access and desirable urban infrastructure. The presence of green spaces, proper furniture, higher security, which are
reflected in the results of the factor analysis of this sharp neighborhood, has made Salarieh an example of established urban textures

with higher physical quality.

indings and Discussion: In order to examine the relationship between urban design components and the level of citizens’ sense
Fof happiness, Spearman’s non-parametric correlation test was used. Based on the first column, the priority and strength of the
relationship of the components with happiness in Azar neighborhood are as follows: The component of third place and happy spaces
with a coefficient of 0/627 has a very strong and direct relationship with happiness in the neighborhood. The component of func-
tional diversity and neighborhood services with a coefficient of 0/607 is in second place, and the components of social interaction
and citizen participation, walking and cycling capability, security and safety, identity and sense of belonging to the neighborhood,
presence, quality of green space, and aesthetics are in the next ranks, respectively. Although all components have a significant
relationship, the component of “mobility, transportation, and access” with a coefficient of 0.304 has the weakest relationship with
happiness.Based on the results of the Spearman test in the Salaryeh neighborhood, the strongest factors associated with happiness
are the third place component with a correlation coefficient of 0/766, the functional diversity component with a coefficient of 0/675,
and the presence and social interaction component, both with a coefficient of 0/637. These three factors are more social and experi-
ence-oriented; that is, the happiness of Salarieh residents is most influenced by the “quality of relationships, communal spaces, and
everyday facilities.” Factors such as mobility and accessibility, environmental perception, and sense of belonging had a moderate
impact, and components such as walkability with a coefficient of 0/414 and security and safety with a coefficient of 0/373 are in the

lowest rankings of impact.

onclusion: The explained variance in Salarieh is higher than in Azar, which means that in the affluent neighborhood, the mental
Cclustering of residents is more coherent and has more explanatory power, and the components are perceived more separately and
separately by Salarieh residents, and each one forms an independent structure. In Azar, strong social capital and the antiquity of the
context have led to the integration of social and perceptual components into the primary factors.As a result, in Azar, the focus is on the
integration and combination of physical and social components, and in Salarieh, the focus is on the separation and separation of physi-
al and social components and the emphasis on individual comfort.In Azar, happiness is rooted in the survival of the community and the
ompensation of biological needs. In Salarieh, happiness is rooted in the quality of leisure spaces and the management of factors that

o O O

isrupt individual comfort. The main priority in Salarieh is the construction of high-quality entertainment venues (such as galleries) that
suit the tastes of the affluent class. In the historical context of Azar, the component of “third place and happy spaces” (r=0/627) plays
a decisive role. This means that happiness in Azar is “point-based” and “localized” and is reproduced in local hangouts, mosques, and
markets. The components of walkability (r=0/504) and functional diversity (r=0/607) are in the next ranks. The most interesting finding
is the very low correlation of the component of mobility, transportation, and access (r=0/304), which indicates the dominance of the

rganic and pedestrian structure of the traditional context; in fact, the happiness of native residents of Azar has the least dependence on

o O

ars and highway access and is rooted in the “collective memories” and “human scale” of the neighborhood. In Salarieh, happiness is

tied to “third place and happy spaces,” which has the strongest correlation among all components with a coefficient (=0/766). Unlike

>

zar neighborhood, the third place here is modern and hedonistic in nature and includes leisure spaces, cafes, restaurants, and shopping
centers with high visual quality. High coefficient of diversity Functionality and services (r=0/675) explain the fact that happiness in this
context arises from “diversity of choice” and “environmental well-being”. The key and thought-provoking point in this neighborhood
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is the low coefficient of security and safety (r=0/373). Analysis of this finding shows that security in Salarieh is not a matter of “fear of ¢

.
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crime”’; rather, the results of the research indicate a conflict between the leisure and residential functions of the neighborhood. Activities
such as “driving around” cars in the late hours of the night, which is defined as a type of street entertainment for groups of young people,
have led to deprivation of comfort, noise pollution, and disruption of the psychological security of local residents. The explained vari-
ance in Salarieh is higher than in Azar, which means that in this neighborhood, the mental clustering of residents is more coherent and
has greater explanatory power, and the components are perceived more separately and separately by Salarieh residents, each forming
an independent construct. In Azar, strong social capital and the antiquity of the context lead to the integration of social and perceptual
components into primary factors. In Azar, the focus is on the integration and combination of physical and social components, and in
Salarieh, the focus is on the separation and separation of physical and social components and the emphasis on individual comfort. The
answer to the third question, “How do the physical, social, and structural differences of the two neighborhoods lead to different patterns
of happiness formation among residents?” is obtained by comparing the weighted hierarchy of components, i.e., the results of the mul-
tivariate regression analysis with the physical and social characteristics of each neighborhood. The difference in the beta coefficients in
the regression, which indicate the final weight of the components, stems directly from the structural contrast between the two neighbor-
hoods: the preservation of tradition and community in Azar, versus the emphasis on individual well-being and comfort in Salarieh. In
the Azar neighborhood, which has high social capital and a long history of residence, happiness is primarily a social and compensatory
phenomenon: 1- Absolute priority: social interaction and participation (beta coefficient 0/259); due to the consolidation of relationships
and the importance of neighborhood ties in the traditional context, preserving and strengthening this social network is considered the
most important source of happiness and has a higher weight than other factors. Second priority: Green space quality (beta coefficient
0/207); Due to the severe physical density, wear and tear, and lack of open space per capita in this central context, residents have given
high weight to the green space component. This component is not a luxury factor, but a vital biological and psychological need to re-
duce stress caused by density. 3- Third priority: Presence and dynamism (beta coefficient 0/204); The dynamism of space in Azar stems
from the continuity of daily activities and functions (such as access to traditional services). This day-to-day life directly contributes to
perceived security and quality of life. 4- Low priority: Mobility and access (beta coefficient 0/188); Due to the central location of the
neighborhood and the abundance of services, the mobility and access component is a saturated need and has the lowest impact on happy
explanation. In the Salarieh neighborhood, which has high economic capital, happiness is a recreational and managerial phenomenon:
1- Absolute priority: third place and happy spaces (beta coefficient 0/212); due to the emphasis on privacy and the lack of deep social
networks, happiness is provided through high-quality and selective recreational spaces (such as cafes, luxury restaurants). These hang-
out spaces satisfy the need for controlled interactions. Priority 2: Mobility and accessibility (beta coefficient 0/204); This component
acts as a structural problem in Salarieh. Its high weight is due to the need to manage environmental disturbances (such as traffic and
nighttime congestion caused by youth carpooling) that disrupt the comfort and tranquility of affluent residents. 3- Priority 3: Functional
diversity and social interaction (beta coefficient 0/185); Salarieh residents seek specialized, quality, and diverse services. These services
act as a platform for dedicated social interactions (not unwanted interactions) and contribute to the visual quality of the neighborhood.
Low priority: Security and safety (beta coefficient 0/167); Security has the lowest weight after green space, because the main concern
of residents is not criminal insecurity, but personal comfort. The lack of comfort from disturbing factors reduces satisfaction more
than security. Consequently, in Azar, happiness is rooted in the survival of the community and the compensation of biological needs.
In Salarieh, happiness is rooted in the quality of leisure spaces and the management of factors that disrupt individual comfort. Priority
Suggestions for Azar Neighborhood: 1- Based on the main priority of the social interaction and presence component, the operational
suggestion for this neighborhood is to strengthen traditional gathering points: preserving and recreating traditional bazaar rows and
open spaces (such as Husseiniyehs and squares) as formal and informal places of interaction and participation.

2- Considering the second priority, which is the component of green space quality, investing in the quality of vertical and micro green
space is important to compensate for the stress of density.

3- The third priority in this neighborhood is environmental perception and aesthetics, which confirms the necessity of organizing the
appearance and landscape; defining an integrated lighting pattern, installing urban furniture in harmony with the texture, and eliminat-
ing visual disturbances. Priority suggestions for the Salarieh neighborhood:

1- Based on the main priority of the third place component and happy spaces, creating specialized hangout spaces: building high-quality
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recreational places (such as galleries) that suit the tastes of the affluent class is important.

2- Considering the second priority, which is the mobility, transportation, and access component, managing unwanted traffic: develop-
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ing plans to limit vehicle traffic at night on completely residential axes of the neighborhood is important to reduce noise, traffic, and
+ perceived insecurity and improve pedestrian safety.

3- The third priority in this neighborhood is functional diversity and social interaction, which requires strengthening local centers: cre-
ating and supporting small community centers (such as libraries, cultural complexes) to create opportunities for social interaction with
: high choice and control, instead of unwanted street interactions.
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Simple English Abstract

Introduction: Urban happiness is one of the key in-
dicators of quality of life. Most studies conducted in
the field of happy cities in the country have examined
the indicators of happy cities in public spaces such as
parks, squares, etc., and this issue has not been ad-
dressed from the perspective of locality. In order to
fill the aforementioned gap in domestic research, the
< researcher intends to measure the important indicators
< of happy cities in the global literature at the neighbor-
< hood scale and in the domestic context by two different
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< and distinct neighborhoods in the city of Qom.

: Research Objective: The present study aims to
< comparative analyze the impact of urban design
< components on residents’ happiness, examining two
3 heterogeneous neighborhoods in Qom city; Azar (his-
torical-traditional texture with high social capital) and
< Salarieh (intermediate texture with high economic
capital).

EMethodology: The research method is applied and
Edescriptive-analytical, conducted with a survey ap-
proach. The required sample size based on the Cochran
¢ formula for each neighborhood was 374 samples,
< which in this study, in order to increase the accuracy
< of statistical analyses, the sample size was collected in
< excess of the calculated amount. The reliability of the
: instrument was confirmed with Cronbach’s alpha, and
< data analysis was performed using correlation tests,
< exploratory factor analysis, and multiple regression in
< SPSS software.

: Findings and Discussion: The findings showed that in
+ Azar neighborhood, the components of social interac-
< tion and participation and green space quality have the
< highest impact on happiness. Factor analysis in Azar
< revealed an integrated mental structure centered on
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< social capital and collective dynamics. In contrast, in
< Salarieh neighborhood, the components of third place
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< and happy spaces and mobility and access manage- ]

< ment were the most important predictors of happiness. dle 33 ol oS sl o I S g 2l 16 Azt
: Conclusion: The results indicate that happiness in | slails ol o Soluon slodSus cogsi Gab 5l 31

: the traditional context of Azar is achieved through | ¢, Yl dle 43 Lol 35050 Juol> oSyt Lo 33 sy *
< strengthening neighborhood networks and meeting :

: biological needs in a dense environment; however, in
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disrupt individual comfort. This contrast indicates that
: urban design should avoid writing a single prescrip-
: tion and focus on human-centeredness and social re- _
* generation in historical and traditional contexts, and 233)5 35500 [i9 3 PSSl oo 9 cedsSh
ton the development of high-quality third places and
: management of exogenous recreational traffic in inter-
: mediate contexts.
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