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Abstract

This paper examines the concept of truthfulness (sidq) from the perspective of Ezz al-Din
Mahmoud Kashani, a prominent mystic of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In the
8" chapter Misbah al-Hidayah and Miftah al-Kifayah, Kashani analyzes truthfulness (sidq)
as a pivotal ethical-mystical axis, drawing on Prophetic traditions and the views of earlier
thinkers, explicates its profound impact on the spiritual path. Employing a descriptive-
analytical method and relying on library-based research, this study first reexamines
truthfulness within the framework of the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha. It then engages with
mystical sources and seeks to clarify Kashani’s multifaceted understanding of truthfulness
from a detailed analytical perspective. A primary objective of this research is to examine
the correspondence between truthfulness (sidq) as defined by the Shari’ah (the Qur’an and
the Household of the Prophet) and its conceptualization within the Tariqah (specifically
in the mystical thought of Kashani). The research methodology is grounded in qualitative
content analysis, through which propositions related to truthfulness in Misbah al-Hidayah
are extracted, categorized and examined according to three dimensions: intention, speech,
and action. Considering the general and discursive style of classical writings, the study
also evaluates the theoretical coherence of Kashani’s ideas by referencing Qur’anic and
traditional evidence. The findings indicate that Kashani regards truthfulness not merely
as a moral virtue but as an existential principle that facilitates proximity to God and the
realization of justice at both individual and social levels. A comparative analysis of Kashani’s
views with sources such as the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha reveals both convergences and
differences in defining truthfulness within Shiite intellectual foundations. In conclusion,
the study delineates the concept of the truthful human being from Kashani’s perspective,
highlighting its contribution to the broader development of Sufi thought
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1. Introduction

Truthfulness (sidq), as one of the most fundamental concepts in ethics, mysticism, and
philosophy, has historically occupied a central position in Islamic intellectual thought. The
main concern of this research is the systematic examination of the concept of truthfulness
from the perspective of Ezz al-Din Mahmoud Kashani in his book Misbah al-Hidayah, and
a comparative analysis of his views with Qur’anic principles and narrative foundations,
particularly Nahj al-Balagha, as two essential sources within Shiite intellectual discourse.
This study pursues three main objectives:

e To explain the position of truthfulness within Kashani’s mystical system and
analyze its conceptual components;

e To conduct a comparative examination of Kashani’s views with the Qur’an and
Nahj al-Balagha in order to identify points of convergence and divergence in
defining truthfulness;

e To systematically structure Kashani’s ideas and present an analytical model of
truthfulness within Islamic mysticism.

By elucidating truthfulness through Kashani’s intellectual framework, this research
establishes a coherent understanding of his mystical system. It examines the lexical and
semantic dimensions of truthfulness and explores its role in Sufi theory and practice.
Explaining the position of truthfulness in Sufi culture provides a suitable foundation for
discussing the subject within the broader field of religious literature.

2. Research Method

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on library research. It first
reexamines truthfulness within the framework of the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha, and
then engages with mystical sources to clarify Kashani’s multidimensional understanding
of truthfulness. The analysis relies on qualitative content analysis: propositions related to
truthfulness in Mesbah al-Hidayah are extracted, categorized, and examined through three
dimensions, intention, speech and action. Given the general and discursive style of classical
writings, the study also evaluates the internal coherence of Kashani’s ideas by referencing
Qur’anic and traditional evidence. This approach enables a systematic understanding of
truthfulness as both a moral virtue and a spiritual principle in Islamic thought.

3. Results

The word truthfulness (al-sidq) is repeated 10 times in the Quran. Its derivatives, such as “the
truthful” (sadiqin), “the sincerely truthful” (siddigin), “‘the truthful ones” (sadigiin), “the truthful
women” (al-sadigat), and others, appear 145 times. Altogether, the concept of truthfulness is
used 155 times in the Quran. In the Holy Quran, the concept of truthfulness is presented as one
of the most fundamental moral and existential values across individual and social dimensions,
including intention, speech, and action. The Quran emphasizes the central role of truthfulness
in the conduct of prophets and sincere believers and presents it not only as a moral virtue but
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also as a criterion for evaluating faith and closeness to God. Nahj al-Balagha, as a treasury of
wisdom and a primary source of Alid thought, analyzes the concept of truthfulness in deeper
dimensions than mere outward honesty. Imam Ali (peace be upon him) regards truthfulness not
only as a moral virtue but as the “essence of faith” and the “foundation of religion”. He connects
truthfulness with sincerity, justice, and piety in an inseparable relationship.

In Islamic mysticism, the concept of truthfulness is defined beyond outward honesty and
is considered a “state of existential reality” and a “condition of spiritual wayfaring”. Great
mystics such as Ghazali and Qushayri have analyzed truthfulness in relation to concepts
such as sincerity, monotheism, and liberation from the commands of the lower self.
Kashani defines truthfulness as follows: “Truthfulness is a firm virtue in the human soul
that requires harmony between the outward and inward, and correspondence between the
inner secret and outward expression. One’s words must match one’s intentions, and one’s
actions must correspond to one’s inner state, such that a person appears as they truly are,
though it is not necessary that they appear exactly as they are”, In explaining the concept
of truthfulness, Kashani considers it more than a temporary moral quality and defines it as
a “firm virtue within the human soul”. From his perspective, truthfulness is realized only
when it becomes an essential quality rooted in a person’s inner being and maintains its
stability when confronted with various trials. Truthfulness in behavior, which represents
the highest level of truthfulness in Kashani’s intellectual system, emphasizes complete
harmony between external actions and internal states beyond the alignment of intention and
speech. Kashani presents a hierarchical system in which truthfulness in behavior depends
on prior conditions, namely, the firmness of truthfulness in the soul and truthfulness in
intention and speech. Kashani also, in explaining the existential relationship between
truthfulness and prophethood, attributes a status to truthfulness beyond a moral virtue and
regards it as a necessary condition for the emergence of prophethood in the world.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The analysis of the concept of truthfulness in the intellectual system of Ezz al-Din
Mahmoud Kashani in Misbhah al-Hidayah shows that he defines truthfulness not merely
as a moral virtue but as an existential reality within the process of spiritual wayfaring and
the path toward closeness to God. Kashani presents a hierarchical system based on four
conditions, firmness in truthfulness, truthfulness in intention, truthfulness in speech, and
truthfulness in behavior—where each level of truthfulness serves as the foundation for the
next. This perspective emphasizes deep harmony between inner state and outward action
and introduces truthfulness as a central principle for achieving individual and social justice.
Regarding the relationship between truthfulness and other concepts, Kashani regards
prophethood as the highest manifestation of truthfulness and, citing verse 69 of Surah An-
Nisa, considers truthfulness the basis for the emergence of prophetic missions. On the other
hand, he views artificiality and pretense (takalluf) as contrary to truthfulness because such
behavior is rooted in the inconsistency between intention and action. However, in cases
such as mystical ecstasy (wajd), if the seeker’s intention aligns with the divine goal, even
outwardly artificial actions may be regarded as instances of truthfulness.
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