The Rule of Non-Reliance on the Oppressor and Its
Practical Manifestations in Acts of Worship (‘Ibadat)

Hadi Khoshnoodi' | Abdolsamad Aliabadi’ | Afsaneh Ghorbani

Vadeqani’ | Mohammad-Hossein Aliabadi*

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Jurisprudence and Foundations of Law, Faculty of Theology,
Shahid Mahallati University, Qom, Iran. Email: h.khoshnodi@gmail.com

2. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Imami Jurisprudence and Law, Faculty of
Islamic Jurisprudence and Law, International University of Islamic Denominations, Tehran, Iran.
Email: a.aliabadi@mazaheb.ac.ir

3. Master's Graduate, Department of Comparative Jurisprudence and Islamic Penal Law, Faculty of
Islamic Jurisprudence and Law, International University of.Islamic Denominations, Tehran, Iran.
Email: ghorbany.afsaneh@yahoo.com

4. Level Two Seminary Student, Qom Seminary, Qom, Iran. Email: 82mh.aliabadi82@gmail.com

Article Info ABSTRACT
The present research examines the rule of non-reliance
Article type: on the oppressor (Qa‘idat ‘Adam al-Rukun ila al-

Zalim) and its application in acts of worship ( ‘Ibadat).
This rule is one of the fundamental and effective rules
which, due to being less well-known and its influence

Research Article

Article history: on all indiv,i\?ual zil_nd socialhaspects, holds special

o importance. Non-reliance on the oppressor means not
Received: 11 October 2025 gravitating toward or trusting the oppressor, a concept
Revised: 3 November2025 emphasized in religious sources and referenced In

Accepted: 15 November 2025 various chapters of jurisprudence. The main research
Available online 19 November ~ duestion is: what manifestations does the rule of non-

2025 reliance on the oppressor have in the various chapters

. of acts of worship? The present study, employing a
Keywords: descriptive-analytical method, examines the rule
Jurisprudential Analysis, Non-  prohibiting reliance on the oppressor and _its
Reliance on the Oppressor manifestations in the chapters of worship. The findings

indicate that unconditional trust in the oppressor Is

(‘Adam al-Rukiin ila al-Zalim),  reiected from a Aurisprudential perspective, and in

Combating the Oppressor, interacting with him, religious precaution must be
Financial Acts of Worship, observed. In applying this rule, Shi'a jurists have
Ruling-Based Acts of Worship ~ Proposed guidelines in cases such as the payment of
(Ibadat-e Hukm). religious financial obligations (Khums and Zakat),

following an oppressor in prayer (lgtida’), following a
just Imam appointed by an unjust ruler, the ruling on
repeating prayer (1a&lah) if the disbelief (Kufr) of the
congregational prayer leader is discovered after its
performance, obeying an oppressor father in acts of
worship, accompanying him in travel, and building a
mosque. These guidelines demonstrate the direct
impact of this rule on the validity and legitimacy of
devotional acts.
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