The Position of Imamate of Friday Prayer (Salat al-Jumu‘ah) in the
Jurisprudence of Islamic Jurisprudential Schools

Asadollah Rezaei' @

1. Corresponding Author, Level 4 Seminary Student, Jurisprudence and Islamic Teachings, Qom, Iran;
PhD in Comparative Studies of Jurisprudential Schools, University of Religions and Denominations,
Researcher Colleague at the International Mustafa Research Center, Qom, Iran. Email:
arizaiy@yahoo.com

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: After the grand annual Congress of Hajj, Friday Praier
Research Article (Salat al-Jumu'ah) is the most magnificent™ weekly

religious-political gathering that places Muslims, on the
most virtuous day of the week, at the same time and in a

Article history: single row, in worship of the One and Unique God. The
Received: 24 September ~ Imamate of the Friday Prayer and the sermons delivered
2025 therein are among the most important pillars of this
Accented: 23 November  collective worship, and all schools of thought emphasize
2025p ’ the significance and central role of the Friday Prayer leader

> ) (Imam al-Jumu‘'ah). However, there is no consensus
Available online 1 among the jurisprudential schools on whether the position
December 2025 of the Friday Prayer Imamate is considered an official
Keywords: position that acquires legitimacy through the presence of
Friday. Friday Praver the ruler (Hakim) or his representative, or not. The findings

ay., y Fray of the present research, with a comparative approach based
(Salat al-Jumuah), on a Iiibrary method and data analysis, indicate that
Position, Imamiyah, although Imami jurists are divided into two groups - those
Schools of Thought who "deny" and those who "affirm" the positional nature
(Madhahib) of the Friday Prayer Imamate during the era of occultation

: . (‘Asr  al-Ghaybah) - nevertheless, considering the
Jurisprudential Schools,  qualification (Taqyid) of the absolute nature (Itld?) of the
Sunnis (Ahl al-Sunnah).  narrations of the chapter on the legitimacy of Friday
Prayer, the positional nature of the Friday Praﬁer Imamate
has been accepted by contemﬂorary jurists. However, in
Sunni jurisprudence, only the Hanafis emphasize the
positional nature of the Friday Prayer Imamate and do not
consider a prayer valid without the presence of the ruler
(even if unjust, Ja’ir), or his deputy, or without his
permission. Although the other jurisprudential schools do
not deny the recommendation (Istihbab) of the presence or
permission of the ruler, they do not consider it a position.
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