An Examination and Analysis of the Evidences for Women's
Covering in Prayer (Sitr-e Salati)

Sakineh Rastegar Moghaddam Ebrahimian' © | Hosein Andalib?

1. Department of Theology Education, Farhangian University, P. O. Box: 14665-889, Tehran, Iran.
Email: rs.rastegar@cfu.ac.ir (Corresponding Author).

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Qom Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qom,

Iran. Email: hoseinandalib@jiau.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received: 12 September
2025

Revised: 26 September
2025

Accepted: 30 September
2025

Auvailable online 4
October 2025

Keywords:

Sitr-e Salati (Prayer
Covering), Women's
Rulings, Prayer
Rulings), Narration of
Ibn Bukayr.

[=]

=]

The aim of this study is to address the fundamental
uestion: What is the scope of women’s prayer covering
?Sitr-e Salat), and what implications do the juristic
evidences have in this regard? Consequently, this issue has
been examined and analyzed from the perspective of
jurisprudential evidences. This research was conducted
using a library study method and a descriptive-analytical
approach, whereby necessary information was obtained by
referring to jurisprudential evidences and texts, and
subsequently analyzed. The findings of the research
indicate that while the majority of jurists believe in the
obligation (Wujib) of covering the head by women in
prayer, in_contrast, a group of jurists hold the view that it
1s not obligatory to cover the hair of the head by women
during prayer. The root of this difference of opinion lies in
whether "hair" (al-Sha ? is considered part of the "head"
(al-Ra’s) or not. Therefore, it is essential and necessary
that the evidences for each of the two opinions be examined
and analyzed to determine which viewpoint has greater
compatibility with the jurisprudential evidences. The
innovation of this article lies in having identified the root of
the jurists' disagreement and, through meticulous
investigation and detailed examination of the evidences for
each opinion, having assessed the validity of their basis for
citation, and having explored various dimensions of the
issue  through precise biographical (Rijali) and
jurisprudential analyses. The article concludes that the view
denying the obligation of covering women’s hair during
prayer is supported by narrations which, upon
authentication (Tawthiq), can justify such a viewpoint.
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