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A Critical Analysis of Shi ‘i Qur’anic Studies approach in

International Academia
Abstract

Shi ‘i Qur’anic studies in international academia have been shaped primarily by two
major approaches: contextual and phenomenological. The contextual approach,
drawing upon historical-critical methods and philology, analyzes Qur anic verses
within the historical, cultural, and social milieu of the period of revelation. It seeks
to reinterpret and reassess Shi ‘i teachings considering temporal and spatial condi-
tions. In contrast, the phenomenological approach emphasizes religious experience
and the nature of the sacred, offering a philosophical and meaning-centered reading
of the Qur’an and Shi i doctrines. This perspective relies heavily on symbolic lan-

guage, mythological structures, and the analysis of religious experience.

This article examines the theoretical foundations, methodologies, and presuppo-
sitions of these two approaches and offers a critical evaluation of their epistemo-
logical and methodological approaches in Shi ‘i Qur’anic studies. Among the most
significant challenges identified are inherent ambiguities in their methodological
frameworks, limitations in their understanding of revelation, the constraints of a
purely descriptive outlook, neglect of the essential nature of religion, and insuffi-

cient attention to broader historical and cultural contexts.

Keywords: Contextualism, Phenomenology, Qur’anic Studies, Shi‘ism, Interna-

tional Academia
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