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Introduction

A group of jurists, in opposition to the Sufis and with the aim of enlightening the
public and preventing intellectual deviations among Muslims, undertook the
writing of several books. In these works, they warned against the errors of the
Sufis, their improper interpretations, and allegorical readings of the Qur’an and
traditions, as well as the spread of Sufi terminology and modes of thought. One of
these scholars was Shaykh Hurr al-‘Amili, who, in his Arabic treatise al-Ithna
‘Ashariyya fi al-Radd ‘ald al-Sifiyya, composed twelve chapters entitled as
follows: the invalidity and condemnation of Sufism, the falsity of the Sufi path,
the refutation of belief in incarnation (huldl), union (ittihad), and the oneness of
being (wahdat al-wujtid), the invalidity of mystical unveiling (kashf), the claim of
attainment of unveiling and the abrogation of obligations, forty-day retreat
(chella-nishini), Sufis and the notion of supreme worship, dancing and ecstasy,
earning a livelihood (the Sufi belief in abstaining from professions and advocating
reliance upon God and abandonment of work), the prohibition of ghina’ (singing
or music), vocal and silent remembrance (dhikr jali and khafi), and the
impermissibility of befriending the enemies of God.

From among these twelve chapters, we have selected and analyzed in this article
the chapters on forty-day retreat, earning a livelihood, the prohibition of ghina’,
and vocal and silent dhikr, presenting the author’s arguments in opposition to the
Sufis.
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The reason for choosing these particular chapters lies in examining and evaluating the social dimension of Sufism from
the perspective of Shaykh Hurr al-‘Amili, whose critical focus was primarily directed toward this social stratum.

The authors of this article seek to answer the following questions:

e  What is Shaykh Hurr al-‘Amil’s view regarding certain Sufi practices and customs, including dhikr, ghina’,
forty-day retreat, and earning a livelihood? The authors have attempted to address and evaluate this question
from a critical standpoint using a descriptive-analytical approach.

e  What is the general stance of jurists regarding these issues, and in what ways does it differ from the approach
of Hurr al-‘Amili?

ResearchMethodology

This study was conducted using qualitative content analysis and description, based primarily on the work of Hurr al-
‘Amili, and adopts a critical approach to the issues under discussion.

Discussion

One of the important works of Shaykh Hurr al-‘Amili in refutation of Sufism is al-Ithnd ‘Ashariyya fi al-Radd ‘ala al-
Sifiyya. This treatise presents valuable discussions in opposition to and critique of Sufism. According to the author,
his motivation for writing this work was to invalidate the delusions and impossible notions established by the Sufi sect
and to save the Shi‘ites from falling into the traps of these innovators in religion (‘Amili, 2007: 16).

The summary of Shaykh Hurr al-‘ Amili’s arguments in the sixth chapter regarding the invalidation of the Sufis’ forty-
day retreat (chella-nishini) is as follows:

1. There is no conclusive proof confirming the authenticity or legitimacy of this ascetic practice as they claim.

2. This asceticism constitutes an innovation (bid ‘a) and an unauthorized addition to religion.

3. In the traditions transmitted concerning the pillars and principles of faith and the number of obligatory acts
of worship, not only is there no mention of such a practice, but it has, in fact, been explicitly objected to.

4. The Sufis have regarded ascetic discipline as a means and prelude to mystical unveiling (kashf) and the
abrogation of religious obligations—both of which are invalid.

5. Certain Qur’anic verses indicate the rejection of such asceticism, such as verse 87 of Surat al-Ma’ida.

Some traditions explicitly negate Sufism and its rituals and customs, for instance: “There is no monasticism
in Islam (/@ rahbaniyyata fi al-Islam).”
The author’s reasons for rejecting the Sufis’ abandonment of livelihood are summarized as follows:

1. Drawing upon Qur’anic verses, he reminds that God created His blessings for human beings to benefit from
them.

2. ‘Amili, based on traditions and narrations, argues that the infallible Imams themselves worked to earn their
livelihood (‘Amili, 2007: 170).

3. He further refers to the biographies of the Imams (peace be upon them).

He cites several traditions and narrations emphasizing the necessity of striving to earn one’s living and
enjoying the lawful beauties of this world.

5. Hurr al-‘Amili considers the views of Shi‘i scholars as supportive of this stance and regards only the Sufis as
opposing gainful work. Finally, he deems the Sufi justification—that earning a livelihood risks mingling
lawful and unlawful income—unfounded.

The summary of his arguments against ghina’ (singing or musical performance) is as follows:

1. There is no valid legal (shar 7) proof permitting ghina’.

2. Evidence for the prohibition of ghina’, both in general and specific terms, exists in Islam; within Shi ‘ism, it
is deemed an innovation, and those who approve of it are described as enemies of the Imams.

3. He substantiates the prohibition of ghina’ with narrations from Imam al-Sadiq (‘Amili, 2007: 177).
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4. The author implicitly classifies the Sufis into two groups—Shi‘i and Sunni—regarding ghina: he considers
Sunni Sufis as approving of it, and argues that since “the enemies are in agreement,” Shi‘ites, according to
certain narrations, should oppose it; thus, he considers ghina’ an act of the enemies of God.

5. He regards ghina’ as a sign of atheism, impiety, and hypocrisy, and interprets the Qur’anic terms “zur”
(falsehood) and “sawt al-hamir” (the voice of donkeys) in some verses as referring to ghina .

6. By citing hadiths from the Prophet and subsequently narrations from the Infallibles, he continues to refute
ghina’ (Hurr al-‘Amili, 2007: 175-205).

Conclusion

The principal reasons advanced by Hurr al-* Amili in opposition to chilla-nishini (spiritual retreat) are as follows: first,
there is no conclusive evidence confirming the validity and legitimacy of this form of ascetic discipline; second, it
constitutes a religious innovation (bid ‘a); third, the hadiths that set forth the pillars and essentials of religion, as well
as the number of obligatory duties and acts of worship, make no mention of such a practice and, in fact, object to it;
and fourth, the Sufis, by adhering to ascetic discipline, have made it a means toward mystical unveiling (kashf) and
the abrogation of religious obligations—both of which are invalid. Furthermore, certain Qur’anic verses indicate the
rejection of such asceticism. Hurr al-‘Amili also cites examples from the conduct of the Imams, such as moderation in
worship and the recommendation of lingering at the table during meals, to argue against seclusion and prolonged
retreat.

It should be noted that, in genuine mystical thought, chilla-nishini represents a particular form of solitary retreat
and is regarded among the Sufis as one of the praiseworthy spiritual disciplines. Within the Sufi tradition, the number
forty is believed to possess special properties and blessings, commanding respect and sanctity. The Sufis also stipulate
certain conditions for the legitimacy of chilla, such as the permission and supervision of a spiritual master (shaykh),
maintaining physical purity, and remaining in a state of ritual ablution (wudii ).

Regarding earning a livelihood (kasb al-rizq), Hurr al-‘ Amili, while expressing criticism and opposition, maintains
that God has created worldly blessings for the benefit of humankind. Drawing on Qur’anic verses and hadiths, he
emphasizes that the infallible Imams themselves labored to earn their livelihood. He further refers to traditions that
commend enjoyment of the world and its beauty, concluding from the collective opinions of Shi‘i scholars that only
the Sufis oppose working for sustenance.

It should be emphasized, however, that the recommendations of the mystics and Sufis do not contradict the principle
of earning one’s livelihood. What the mystics forbid is not labor itself but attachment to material possessions and
worldly dependencies. Wealth and property, in themselves, are not condemned in Islam; rather, what the Sufi masters
have cautioned against is emotional attachment to material goods and the distractions they create.

In his discussion of the prohibition of singing (ghina ), Hurr al-‘ AmilT asserts that there is no legitimate scriptural
basis for the permissibility of ghina’, and that it constitutes a form of bid ‘a within the Shi‘i school. To substantiate his
views, he appeals to the traditions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Imams, and even regards ghina’ as a
sign of impiety, unbelief, and hypocrisy.

From the perspective of Sufi mysticism, however, the origin of music lies in the human nature rooted in the
primordial covenant—“Am I not your Lord?” (alastu bi-rabbikum). The mystics, adopting a symbolic and spiritual
approach, view the essence of music as deriving from the order of existence itself and assign to it a divine nature. They
consider it beneficial for the spiritual seeker (salik) and not contrary to their principles or aims. The jurists’ criticism,
therefore, more properly applies to the misinterpretation and misuse of music and dance by superficial Sufis and their
followers, who sought sensual gratification in gatherings of sama ‘ and ghina’ and thereby caused moral deviation.

Concerning silent and vocal remembrance (dhikr khafi and jali), Hurr al-‘Amili’s first reason for opposition is the
Sufis’ innovative tendency to prescribe special manners and conditions for performing dhikr. He argues that such
practices contradict the customs of the Shi‘a and the example of the Prophet. Citing Qur’anic verses that discourage
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loudness in worship, he condemns dhikr jali as practiced by the Sufis, and, based on narrations from Imam al-Sadiq
(peace be upon him), the Commander of the Faithful (‘AlT), and the Prophet (peace be upon him), he emphasizes the
superiority of secret remembrance.

In authentic mystical insight, however, dhikr—the remembrance of God—is among the most essential acts of
worship derived from Islamic law and plays a vital role in the spiritual perfection of the human being. For this reason,
this religious practice occupies a central and revered place in Islamic mysticism and Sufism, forming the foundation
of the spiritual path (sulitk). Dhikr performs a fundamental function in the seeker’s journey: without remembrance of
God, no inner transformation occurs, and the attainment of mystical states and stations becomes impossible. The
mystics do not regard dhikr as a practice separate from religion; rather, with a spiritual outlook, they attribute to it an
inner essence referred to as heartfelt or secret remembrance (dhikr galbi or khafi).
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