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Introduction

Causality, as a fundamental philosophical problem, has always been the
subject of extensive discussion and controversy among various philosophical
and intellectual traditions.This comparative inquiry pursues two primary
objectives:

(1) to draw the two selected systems closer to one another in their
understanding of causality; and

(2) to demonstrate the ontological comprehensiveness of the mystical
worldview in relation to other philosophical frameworks.

The latter objective is grounded in the inclusive nature of the subject matter of
mysticism, which embraces the subject matters of other sciences.
Accordingly, the study seeks to show that the philosophical account of
causality in other systems may, in fact, represent a particularized instance of
the mystical explanation of the same issue.

Methodology

This research is theoretical and foundational in nature. It aims to offer a new
interpretation of causality within two intellectual frameworks:

(1) theoretical mysticism ( ‘irfan-i nazart), and

(2) a branch of Islamic philosophy known as the system of specific gradation
(tashkik khasst).
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The study follows a comparative-analytical approach, comparing the two systems with respect to their conception of
causality and seeking possible points of convergence.
Data were collected through library research. The analytical method is both explanatory and interpretive.
First, key concepts in each system are extracted and described based on primary texts. Then, through an intra-systemic
analysis of theoretical mysticism, the hierarchy of reality and the essence of causality within that system are elucidated.
Afterwards, by means of an inter-systemic comparison with the philosophical system of specific gradation, their
shared aspects are identified and the ontological comprehensiveness of the mystical worldview over the philosophical
one is established.
The reasoning employed is of the rational-analytical type, focusing on the concept of causality in both systems.
Information was gathered through systematic note-taking from primary and secondary sources as well as electronic
databases, including the Digital Library of Islamic Wisdom and Mysticism.
The Explanation of Causality in Theoretical Mysticism
In this study, the term causality is used in its most general sense: the participation of one reality in the realization of
another.
Here, realization refers to any mode of being—external, mental, epistemic, or nominal.
Essential Love (hubb dhati) as the True Cause and the Essence of Causality
In the ontological structure of theoretical mysticism, reality consists of only one essence.
The multiplicity perceived in the world is thus a multiplicity of appearances—a manifestation of one single truth
unfolding in a hierarchical order.
At the highest level, essential love is regarded as the true cause and the very essence of all other causes in bringing
into being everything other than the Divine (ma siwa Allah).
Manifestation and Esoteric Matrimony of Names as the Causes of Apparent Multiplicity
In the emergence of the first manifestation from the Absolute Unseen, it is through essential love and the Most Sacred
Effusion (fayd aqdas) that the Divine Vicegerent appears in the station of Ahadiyyah (Oneness) (Qunawi, 2002: 136).
Hence, the earliest multiplicity is explained through the principle of manifestation (zuhir).
In later stages, another principle— Esoteric Matrimony of Names (nikah asmd’iy—is introduced alongside
manifestation.
From the comparative perspective adopted here, these two principles—manifestation and Esoteric Matrimony of
Names —together express the full reality of causality throughout the entire mystical hierarchy.
The Realms of Manifestation in Mystical Ontology
For the purposes of this discussion, the realms of manifestation are classified into five levels, differing slightly from
the traditional “Five Divine Presences” (hadarat khams).
Beyond the level of the Divine Essence (ghayb al-ghuyiib), the hierarchy unfolds as follows:

1. The Realm of Ahadiyyah (Absolute Unity)

2. The Realm of Wahidiyyah (Oneness)

3. The Realm of Knowledge, containing the Immutable Entities (a ‘yan thabitah) (Jami, 1991: 45)

4. The Realm of Creation (khalqi) (Quinawt, 2002: 131)

5. The Human Soul (nafs insani), corresponding to the fifth presence—the Perfect Man (insan kamil) as the all-

comprehensive being (kawn jami ‘) (Kashani, 1991: 11).

The Vertical Relation among the Realms
A vertical relation of manifestation connects these realms: the higher realm appears within the lower through an
intermediary possessing qualities of both.
This intermediary both proceeds from the higher and acts as a cause for the lower.
The Horizontal Relations among Realities
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Alongside the vertical order, there are also horizontal relations among realities within each realm—these are the
Esoteric Matrimony of Names (nikah asma’t).
They may be examined as follows:

1. Esoteric Matrimony of Names within the Realm of Wahidiyyah

2. Esoteric Matrimony of Names of Knowledge

3. Esoteric Matrimony of Names as the source of beings in the Realm of Creation

4. Esoteric Matrimony of Names as the source of events within the Realm of Creation

5. Esoteric Matrimony of Names within the Human Soul
Comparison between Causality in Theoretical Mysticism and in the System of Specific Gradation
Correspondence of Foundational Concepts
a) The Breath of the All-Merciful (nafas al-rahman) in mysticism corresponds to the Reality of Existence (hagiqat al-
wujid) in the system of specific gradation (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1984: 8).
b) The Immutable Entities (a‘yan thabitah) correspond to essences (mahiyyat) in the gradational system; their
manifestations in the created realm correspond to existents endowed with quiddity (Amuli, 2005: 198).
¢) Substantial motion (harakah jawhariyah) in the gradational system parallels two levels of Esoteric Matrimony of
Names in mysticism—one among the Divine Names and another among the Immutable Entities.
d) The gradational hierarchy of existence in philosophy mirrors the hierarchy of manifestations of the One Reality in
mysticism.
Causality in the Realization of Created Beings
In the mystical system, beings in the created realm come into existence through manifestation—the appearance of a
higher level within a lower one.
Similarly, in the system of specific gradation, Mulla Sadra interprets the relation between higher and lower degrees of
existence as causality.
Causality in the Occurrence of Events within the Created Realm
In Transcendent Theosophy (hikmat-i muta ‘aliyah), existence itself is the source of effects.
Every existent, according to its ontological degree, possesses its own causal efficacy.
However, due to the limitations of the material world and the interference among beings, these effects intersect and
interact, resulting in the occurrence of events.
Such interactions correspond to one of the two forms of substantial motion and can thus be regarded as a kind of
Esoteric Matrimony of Names, the results of which manifest conceptually in a lower realm (the mental or imaginal
domain).
In this sense, the causal structure of the material world reflects, in a lower mode, the higher-order Esoteric Matrimony
of Names of the Divine Names.
Conclusion
This study has presented a broad interpretation of causality grounded in the concepts of manifestation and Esoteric
Matrimony of Names in the system of theoretical mysticism.
It has also proposed a renewed explanation of causality within the philosophical system of specific gradation, based
on the principles of the primacy of existence, its gradation, and substantial motion.
By aligning these perspectives, it was demonstrated that the philosophical system can be viewed as a specific
instantiation of the mystical framework concerning causality.
This alignment further supports a broader thesis: that the mystical worldview, owing to its ontological inclusiveness,
encompasses and subsumes other philosophical and intellectual systems.
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