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This study examines the ways in which the Israelites interacted with divine
covenants and the justifications provided for their breaches of these sacred
agreements, with a focus on prominent Jewish sacred texts. The covenants between
God and the Israelites, as conditional commitments, form the central axis of Jewish
religious literature, linking the Israelites' unique relationship with God and the
Promised Land to their adherence to these covenants. These agreements not only
establish a divine framework for Jewish identity and religious obligations but also
provide mechanisms for addressing the consequences of their violations.
Findings reveal that despite explicit commitments, the Israelites repeatedly breached
these covenants. In response to the resulting consequences, they turned to concepts
such as teshuva (repentance), eternal covenants, and divine punishments as means
to restore and rebuild their relationship with God . These concepts, emphasized in
sacred texts and Jewish interpretations, serve as dynamic tools for adapting to
historical and spiritual challenges. Through an analysis of these mechanisms, this
study offers deeper insights into Jewish religious and interpretive strategies,
shedding light on how the legitimacy of faith and the collective identity of the Jewish
people have been maintained in the face of covenantal breaches and their
repercussions .
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Introduction

The covenants of God with the people of Israel constitute one of the foundational themes in Jewish religious texts
(Deuteronomy 28:1-68; Leviticus 26:3—46; Joshua 23:11-16). These covenants, which begin in the Tanakh
(comprising the Torah, Nevi’im, and Ketuvim), continue and develop in post-biblical sources such as the Talmud, the
Mishnah, and various halakhic and exegetical writings (Talmud Bavli, Ketubot 110b; Mishnah, Yoma 8:9;
Maimonides, Hilchot Teshuvah). Defined as divine obligations, these covenants are grounded in the observance of
commandments and obedience to the laws of God. In Jewish texts, these covenants are closely linked to the enjoyment
of the Promised Land and are considered central pillars of both religious and ethnic identity among the Jewish people
(Midrash Tanchuma, Parashat Masei; Halevi, 1964; Chavel, 1971).

However, the historical trajectory of Judaism reveals recurrent episodes of disobedience to divine commandments,
which resulted in consequences such as exile, dispersion, and various forms of suffering for the Israelites (Kings 2,
17:5-23; Jeremiah 25:4—12; Josephus, 1905, Book 10). In response to these crises, Jewish theologians and scholars
have sought to articulate explanatory frameworks by drawing on concepts such as teshuvah (repentance), divine mercy,
and the enduring nature of the covenantal relationship (Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Teshuvah, Chapters 7—
9; Talmud, Yoma 86b; Matt, 2005).

These theological justifications have not only served to preserve the unique relationship between the Israelites and
God but have also played a significant role in reconstructing and reinforcing Jewish ethnic and religious identity
(Novak, 2000; Henoch, 1998; Dan, 2007).

The central question of the present study is how Jewish scholars have managed to explain the repeated violations of
sacred covenants while maintaining the legitimacy and continuity of the special relationship between the Jewish
people, God, and the Promised Land. Furthermore, the study examines how these justifications are reflected in sacred
texts and exegetical traditions, and what function they serve in addressing the historical and spiritual challenges faced
by the Jewish people.

Research methodology

This study has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach combined with qualitative content analysis. The
data have been collected from primary Jewish religious sources, including sacred texts such as the Tanakh, the Talmud,
the Mishnah, the Midrash, as well as mystical literature such as the Kabbalah. In addition, post-biblical and exegetical
works by prominent Jewish thinkers—such as Moses Maimonides (Rambam), Flavius Josephus, Judah Halevi, and
Nachmanides (Ramban)—have been employed as supplementary sources. Through the extraction and systematic
analysis of these texts, this study seeks to identify and interpret the justificatory frameworks that have been formulated
by Jewish scholars to legitimize the repeated covenantal violations by the Israelites, and to examine how the continuity
and theological legitimacy of their special relationship with God and the Promised Land has been maintained.
Discussion

The divine covenants with the people of Israel have consistently been portrayed in Jewish sacred texts as conditional
agreements, in which adherence to divine commandments is presented as a prerequisite for receiving spiritual blessings
and dwelling in the Promised Land (Tanakh, Deuteronomy 28:1-69; Leviticus 26:3—46; Joshua 23:11-16).
Nevertheless, the religious history of the Jewish people reflects repeated violations of these covenants and the
consequent experience of exile and deprivation (Kings 2, 17:5-23; Jeremiah 25:1-12; Josephus, 1905, Books 9-10).
This study focuses on the Tanakh, Talmud, Mishnah, Midrash, Kabbalah, and the writings of thinkers such as
Maimonides (Rambam), Nachmanides (Ramban), Judah Halevi, and Flavius Josephus, to investigate the exegetical
and theological mechanisms developed to justify these violations while simultaneously preserving the legitimacy of
the unique relationship between the Jewish people and God.

In the Tanakh—particularly in the Book of Deuteronomy—the conditional nature of divine promises and the direct
correlation between religious loyalty and inhabiting the Holy Land are explicitly emphasized (Deuteronomy 28:1-68;
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30:1-10). Rabbinic sources such as the Talmud and Mishnah introduce concepts like teshuvah (repentance) as
instruments for restoring the covenantal relationship (Talmud Bavli, Yoma 86b; Mishnah, Yoma 8:9; Maimonides,
Hilchot Teshuvah, Chapter 7).

Midrashic literature, using allegorical narratives, depicts divine punishment not as rejection, but as a form of paternal
discipline and love (Midrash Rabbah, Genesis 39; Midrash Tanchuma, Parashat Masei). Jewish mysticism—
particularly Kabbalah—elevates the concept of covenantal breach to a cosmological level, interpreting repentance as
a metaphysical process for repairing ruptures between the human and the divine realms (Zohar, cited in Matt, 2005,
2009; Dan, 2007).

In parallel, philosophers such as Maimonides and Judah Halevi have addressed the relationship between human free
will, repentance, and divine providence from a rational-theological perspective (Maimonides, 2000; Halevi, 1964).
Furthermore, exegetes like Nachmanides underscore the potential continuity of the divine covenant even during times
of exile (Chavel, 1971; Henoch, 1998). This body of interpretations and theological reasoning illustrates how the
Jewish tradition has constructed a multi-layered and systematic framework to maintain the sacred relationship with
God in the face of covenantal crises.

Conclusion

According to Jewish religious texts, God’s covenants with the people of Israel are conditional agreements that
emphasize obedience to divine commandments as the prerequisite for receiving divine blessings and inhabiting the
Promised Land. Throughout history, the Israelites have repeatedly violated these covenants. As documented in sacred
Jewish scriptures, such violations have led to severe consequences—including exile, punishment, and the deprivation
of divine favor.

Nevertheless, an analysis of Jewish interpretive concepts reveals that Jews have employed various theological and
religious strategies to justify these outcomes. Concepts such as repentance (teshuvah), the notion of an eternal
covenant, and punishment as a means of correction have enabled them to interpret repeated violations not as ultimate
failure, but rather as part of a redemptive process of returning to God and maintaining the covenantal relationship.
These strategies have ultimately allowed the Jewish people, despite recurring transgressions, to preserve their belief in
the legitimacy of the Promised Land and their special relationship with God. This interpretive trajectory—clearly
reflected in Jewish texts and commentaries—has become a foundational element of the Jewish theological system.
As such, this belief system functions as a mechanism for rationalizing repeated breaches of covenant. Not only does it
sustain core covenantal beliefs, but it also inhibits critical reflection on communal behavior and religious obligations.
Consequently, it perpetuates a cycle of covenantal violations followed by theological justifications, thereby impeding
reform and reinforcing existing religious and communal patterns.
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