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Abstract

Verse 33 of Surah al-Anam presents a significant hermeneutical
challenge due to its negation of the Prophet’s (p) rejection—
specifically, fa-innahum la yukadhdhibinaka, meaning "for indeed, they
do not call you a liar"—which appears to contradict historical reality.
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology and qualitative content
analysis, this research investigates the interpretive role of the reading
attributed to Amir al-Mu’minin (a)—/a@ yakdhibiinaka, with a non-
intensified dhal-—and how this perspective is reflected within Shi'i
exegesis (tafsir) when confronting this challenge. The findings indicate
that this interpretation, ascribed to the Ahl al-Bayt (a) through various
narrations, shifts the emphasis of the verse from "personal rejection” to
the "epistemic and argumentative powerlessness" of the opponents.
According to transmitted exegesis (al-tafsir al-mathar), the opponents
were incapable of "refuting the Prophetic truth through the presentation
of counter-arguments or superior alternatives."This exegetical
perspective is consistently evident in the works of prominent Imami
scholars—from al-Qummi and al-‘Ayyashi to al-Tasi and ‘Allamah
Tabataba’—and grounds the Prophet’s (p) veracity in the
"argumentative irrefutability” of his mission. Consequently, by offering a
reasoned interpretation, this reading distinctly diverges from dominant
exegetical paradigms—primarily those grounded in the opponents’
internal affirmation—and provides significant theological (kalami)
potential for a rational exposition of prophetic veracity.
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