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ABSTRACT

The present study aims to conduct a source-critical and textual analysis of the
hadith attributed to Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him) as recorded in Nahj-ul-
Balaghah, in which he states: Whoever loves us, the Ahl al-Bayt, should
prepare himself by donning the garment of poverty.To this end, the study
adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology and draws upon narrations
transmitted in both Shii and Sunni sources in order to provide a
comprehensive analysis of this hadith. The findings indicate that this
narration, with the wording “fal-yast‘idd” (let him prepare himself), appears
for the first time in Nahj al-Balaghah as an independent report, and its
continuation is later cited in other hadith collections, such as Bihar al-Anwar.
The same narration, with the wording “fal-ya‘idd”, is also reported in Amali
al-Sayyid al-Murtada as well as in certain Sunni sources. The approach of
these works is primarily content-oriented and focused on thematic analysis;
therefore, in most cases, they do not provide explicit chains of transmission.
Nevertheless, this narration and its underlying meaning are transmitted, as
part of a longer report, in various Shi‘i and Sunni sources with complete
chains of transmission. A critical examination of these isnads demonstrates
that the hadith is supported by a sound and reliable chain of transmission.
From a textual perspective, the notion of poverty in this hadith may be
interpreted as material poverty. In this case, and in light of the totality of
similar traditions, the association between poverty and love for the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them) is neither universal nor absolute; rather, it is
conditioned by specific temporal and spatial circumstances, or its generality
has been restricted. Alternatively, considering the positive dimension
attributed to poverty, it may be understood in its specific sense as spiritual
poverty toward God (faqr ila Allah).
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