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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

A study of governmental and social structures in Nahj al-
Balaghah
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Department, Farhangian In his sermons, letters, and wisdom, Imam Ali (AS) linked individual
University, Tehran, Iran. behavi ith ial i dithi e Nahi al-Balagha h
2. Department of Arabic Language ehaviors with social issues, and this spirit that governs Nahj al-Balagha has
and Literature, Faculty of made it more than a religious book; it has also placed it among the enduring
Literature, Razi University of human-social works. This point has led the present study to achieve a new
Kerma”Shahlv Kf*;méanzhah- Iran. reading of social religiosity in Nahj al-Balagha, using a descriptive-analytical
S'D'-ecwrer' Islamic Studies method and a comparative approach with Anthony Giddens's ideas in the field
epartment, Farhangian ; . . . . \ .
University, Tehran, Iran of structuration and identity. The result is that, based on Giddens' theories,

the teachings of Nahj al-Balagha, as a religious text with a social spirit,
consider the subject of religiosity as a dynamic and fluid process that
crystallizes in individual-social interactions, in which both individual agency
and social structure play a central role. However, Giddens, with a
functionalist approach, considers meaning-making to be one of the most
important functions of religion and considers it specific to this world, but from
the perspective of Nahjul-Balagha, meaning-making is not limited to this
world and also includes the hereafter, and this world is a prelude to the
hereafter. Nahjul-Balagha searches for the main factor of religiosity within
man, which is man's innate need for perfection and happiness in this world
and the hereafter. However, Giddens has a reductionist and utilitarian view of
religion, in which religion is viewed as a tool for organizing material life.
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