Current Studies in Nahj-ul-Balaghah orenAccess

Vol. 8, No. 1, (Issue 15) Autumn & Winter 2025: 1-14

DOI: 10.30473/anb.2026.72238.1415

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

A Critical Study of the ""Mitlag" Narrations in Light of Nahj al-

Balagha

Asghar Tahmasbi al-Buldaji™, Taher Bavi?

1. Assistant Professor, Department
of Quranic and Hadith Sciences,
Shahrekord University,
Shahrekord, Iran .

2. PhD Candidate, Department of
Arabic Language and Literature,
Shahid Chamran University of
Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

Correspondence:

Asghar Tahmasbi al-Buldaji
Email:
tahmasebiasghar@yahoo.com

Received: 31 Aug 2024
Accepted: 02 May 2026

How to cite
Tahmasbi al-Buldaji, A. & Bavi, T.

(2025) A Critical Study of the "Mitlag"

Narrations in Light of Nahj al-
Balagha. Current Studies in Nahj-ul-
Balaghah, 8(1), 1-14.

(DOI: 10.30473/anh.2026.72238.1415)

ABSTRACT

The association of the epithet "Mitlag" (frequent divorcer) with Imam Hasan
al-Mujtaba (AS) due to repeated marriages and divorces is among the most
contentious issues in his biography. This study aims to assess the credibility
of the Mitlag narrations from the perspective of Alawi discourse in Nahj al-
Balagha, employing a descriptive-analytical method. It presents and compares
these narrations with the conduct and sayings of Imam Ali (AS) as recorded
in Nahj al-Balagha. The central hypothesis posits that the most significant
criterion for evaluating the authenticity of narrations alleging that Imam Ali
(AS) forbade marrying daughters to Imam Hasan (AS) should be Imam Ali's
own practical and verbal tradition—largely documented in Nahj al-Balagha.
Content analysis reveals that these narrations not only lack any direct
endorsement or reference in Nahj al-Balagha but also stand in clear
contradiction with numerous indications derived from Imam Ali’s conduct
and speech. The study concludes that the evidence from Nahj al-Balagha
fundamentally contradicts the Mitlag narrations, undermining their credibility
and revealing their incompatibility with the holistic image and pedagogical
teachings of Nahj al-Balagha regarding the station of Imamate and the
greatness of Imam Hasan (AS).
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