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ABSTRACT

The letters of Nahj al-Balagha addressed to errant governors, despite their
rhetorical richness, have rarely been analyzed from a rhetorical perspective,
which constitutes the main research gap. The study's objective is to
rhetorically analyze these letters using Aristotle’s framework of logos, ethos,
and pathos to elucidate their persuasive mechanisms. The research method
involves qualitative analysis of the letters’ texts, focusing on rhetorical
elements and examining their rhetorical structure. Findings indicate that
logos, through explicit reasoning and clear evidence, guides the governors’
minds toward accepting the truth and exposing their errors, as evident in
Imam Ali’s reasoned call to Shurayh to reconsider his mistake in one of the
letters. Ethos, relying on the Imam’s moral credibility and benevolent tone,
builds the audience’s trust and encourages behavioral reform, as seen in the
compassionate advice to Uthman ibn Hunayf, which fosters trust. Pathos,
through emotional imagery, evokes feelings of shame and responsibility,
awakening the conscience, such as in the Imam’s warning about death in the
letter to Musgala, which impacts his conscience. Overall, the balance of these
elements transforms the discourse into a powerful tool for persuasion and
reform. Ultimately, these letters transcend religious texts, serving as a
universal model of persuasive rhetoric. By linking logic, credibility, and
emotion, they offer timeless lessons in justice and governance, providing a
model for reformist discourse and the promotion of ethical values in the
contemporary world.
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