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ABSTRACT

Nahj-ul-Balaghah, the most renowned collection of sermons by Imam Ali
(a.s.), was compiled by Sharif al-Radi based on the sources available to him.
A subject of continuous interest for scholars of Nahj-ul-Balaghah has been
the works predating it, which are considered potential sources for Nahj-ul-
Balaghah. Nuzhat al-Absar wa Mahasin al-Athar by Ali ibn Mahdi Tabari
Mamatiri is one such work, with its sole manuscript preserved in the Vatican
Library. The book was compiled with the aim of collecting Arabic literary
expressions, for which the author selected the sayings of the Ahlul Bayt,
primarily those of Imam Ali (a.s.). However, the extant work exclusively
features the sayings and biography of Imam Ali (a.s.). Given that the author
of "Nuzhat al-Absar" passed away in the mid-fourth century AH, and the
compiler of Nahj al-Balaghah in the early fifth century AH, the former was
compiled approximately half a century, or at least one generation, prior to
Nahj al-Balaghah. Despite its considerable importance and antiquity, this
work has not received adequate attention from researchers, and despite nearly
fifteen years since its publication, its utilization in scholarly research remains
rare. This study, in addition to introducing the manuscript and its corrected
text, aims to demonstrate through a comparative analysis that 63 instances
from Nahj-ul-Balaghah can be traced back to Nuzhat al-Absar. Since Sayyid
Radi was known for segmenting texts, this article represents a step toward
completing these source materials.
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Levi Della Vida, Giorgio (1968), Elenco dei manoscritti
arabi islamici della Biblioteca Vaticana. Vaticani,
Barberiniani, Borgiani, Rossiani, XXIX,347,41,
Vatican city: apostolic Vaticanaa.
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