Current Studies in Nahj-ul-Balaghah orenAccess

Vol. 7, No. 2, (Issue 14) Spring & Summer 2024: 67-80

DOI: 10.30473/anb.2026.75203.1458

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

The pragmatics of the speech event in the war speeches of Imam
Ali (peace be upon him) in light of Searle’s theory

Rasoul Balavil*, Ali Hazabizadeh?

1. Professor, Department of Arabic
Language and Literature at
Shahid Chamran University of
Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

2. PhD's student; Department of
Avrabic Language and Literature
at Shahid Chamran University of
Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

Correspondence:
Rasoul Balavi

Email:

Received: 19 Jul 2025
Accepted: 11 Jan 2026

How to cite

Balavi, R. & Hazabizadeh, A. (2024).
The pragmatics of the speech event in
the war speeches of Imam Ali (peace
be upon him) in light of Searle’s
theory. Current Studies in Nahj-ul-
Balaghah, 7(2), 67-80.

(DOI: 10.30473/anb.2026.75203.1458)

ABSTRACT

John Searle’s Speech Act Theory is regarded as one of the most influential
pragmatic frameworks that explores the relationship between language and
action, revealing the communicative intentions that lie beyond the literal
surface of utterances. The theory is built upon a five-fold classification of
speech acts—assertives, directives, commissives, expressives, and
declaratives—offering a precise analytical model for examining the
functional structure of discourse and its contextual dimensions. Within this
theoretical framework, the present study aims to investigate the
manifestations of speech events in the war sermons of Imam Ali (AS), which
represent distinguished examples of martial eloquence enriched with rational
arguments and suggestive meanings that fulfill diverse rhetorical and
pragmatic functions. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing
on modern pragmatic tools, the study analyzes selected passages from Nahj
al-Balagha in relation to their situational and functional context, in order to
uncover Imam Ali’s communicative intentions in his war discourse and the
mechanisms of persuasion shaped by the circumstances of conflict. The
findings indicate that Imam Ali’s war sermons exhibit a high density of
pragmatic activity and reveal an exceptional rhetorical capacity in employing
speech acts to achieve profound communicative and persuasive effects—
effects that align with the contexts of jihad, religious exhortation, and a
discourse aesthetics grounded in clarity, sincerity, and rational
argumentation.
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1. Pragmatics
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