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ABSTRACT

This research aims to examine the contexts, extremist currents, adverse
consequences, and Imam Ali's (AS) approaches to political-ideological
extremism during his caliphate. The core issue lies in the fundamental
damages inflicted by extremism on the justice-oriented Alid governance,
rooted in tribal zealotry, religious ignorance, and power-seeking, which led
to internal wars and the weakening of the Islamic ummah. The key question
is what factors contributed to the formation of these currents and how their
reproduction in Islamic societies can be prevented. The methodology
employed is descriptive-analytical, drawing primarily on Nahj al-Balaghah
and reliable historical sources, including works by Makarem Shirazi, 1bn
Maytham Bahrani, Delshad Tehrani, and Motahhari. Findings indicate that
the contexts of extremism encompassed prevalent pre-Islamic harshness, the
coercive conduct of prior caliphs, and superficial religiosity. Extremist
currents prior to the caliphate, such as insistence on the third caliph's
assassination, and during the caliphate—including covenant-breaking by the
Jamal partisans, Mu'awiya's political deception and worldly ambition, the
Kharijites' misguided understanding, overzealousness among close
companions, and the absolutist view of obedience—resulted in division,
deviation of Muslims, and governmental debilitation. Adverse effects include
successive seditions, deprivation from divine affection, and the apparent
failure of the Alid rule. In conclusion, Imam Ali (AS), emphasizing
moderation and rationalism, employed dialogue, public enlightenment, and
military confrontation to contain these currents. This model suggests that
Islamic societies prevent extremism through deepening religious
epistemology, promoting dialogic culture, and overseeing power-seeking
factions.
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