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Abstract

Kant's critical philosophy is a coherent whole of theoretical and
practical reason. Such a totality includes active and plural elements
that connect the components of this totality to each other, in such
a way that they finally meet in practical reason. In this sense,
practical reason is the foundation of theoretical reason, in other
wortds, free action encompasses the whole of this philosophy. To
begin with, we consider theoretical reason. Experience in
theoretical reason becomes possible in the field of phenomena
and through causality, and connects The external, i.e., the external
world, to The internal (understanding). But something has to
mediate this link. Schema establishes such a link between the
outside and the inside. In practical reason, the empirical world
and the will are on both sides of this mediator. But the case is
different from theoretical reason because freedom is a nominal
thing that is represented in a different way from theoretical
reason. So, a kind of representation is needed, different from
causal representation. For this purpose, Kant chooses the type of
the moral law for such a representation. model of moral law plays
the same role as Schema in theoretical reason. Corresponding to
this concept in Lacan's psychoanalysis is the concept of fantasy.
Just as Schemah determines the coordinates of nature and will in
theoretical and practical reason, fantasy also draws such
coordinates in relation to desire. The type of the moral law in
Kant, similar to fantasy, determines the coordinates of the
subject's action, and this primary fantasy determines the subject's
action. In this approach, the immortality of the soul and the
existence of God act as a secondary fantasy.

Keywords: Kant, Lacan, Schema, Fantasy, Moral Law.

1. Corresponding author, Ph.D. of Moral Philosophy, University of Qom, Qom, Iran, Alireza.zamiri @yahoo.com

2 . Associate Professor, Department of Moral Philosophy, University of Qom, Qom, Iran, ahmad.fazeli @ gmail.com

3. Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, University of Zanjan, Zanjan, Iran, hfatzade @znu.ac.ir



Ethical Reflections, Spring 2026, 7(1) 8

Introduction

Kant's criticism of reason in general is a type of criticism that considers awareness not from the
perspective of passive affairs but from the perspective of action. Consciousness is formed on the basis
of such action, and its division into theoretical and practical reason is only the strains of this action. This
action is sometimes in relation to the outside world and understanding, and sometimes in relation to
the outside world and freedom. The first part is based on phenomenology and the law of causality, and
the second part is based on phenomenology and the law of will. In both actions, the transcendental
subject tries to return multiple things to a single thing. From Kant's point of view, desire is the origin
of this action and every action is directed and preceded by desire. At the same time, Kant restores the
ultimate object of action not in desire but in will. It is in this object that Lacan's path separates from
Kant's and Lacan emphasizes the final explanation of action as desire. However, both accept that action
must follow non-empirical foundations that pursue the impossible. Therefore, the condition for the
possibility of any kind of experience as an action in Kant is will and in Lacan it is based on pure desire.
In both cases, there must be a link between empirical and non-empirical matters that connects the field
of action in theoretical and practical reason. This link and common point in Kant's philosophy is
Schema and in Lacan's psychoanalysis it is fantasy. Schema and fantasy provide the fields of pure will

and pure desire and form a platform for reality.

Moral Type of Desire and Symbolic Field
On the one hand, we are faced with an impossible act in the experience of practical reason, which is in
the nominal field, which is freedom, and on the other hand, freedom must be represented in the
symbolic field. But due to the limitations of the nominal field, freedom is not able to be represented in
the symbolic field in a way that is possible in the theoretical reason and the field of nature. On the other
hand, we are faced with a pattern that represents categorical imperative in the symbolic field. A model
that is the form of moral law. Here too, we are facing a different form of the law. If not only the law
also represents being moral, and the consistency of being moral is in the latter aspect, i.e. being only out
of duty. The point of morality in this case is the second one, that instead of mere correspondence, the
subject and pathos come into play, and the subject becomes essentially pathological. This is where
Kant's ethics is freed from the accusation of formality in ethics, because the subject is the creator of all
the content of this form and because it is included in the maxim of the law of moral ethics due to being
a duty, then the form of the law is not just an abstract thing.

Now we are facing the type of moral law and not just law. The law has the status of precedence
over the act of the subject, while the type of the law is derived from the act of the subject. There is no

law in advance for the subject to adapt to it, but the subject is the creator of this law through action.
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The law is always silent until the action of the subject speaks. The type of the moral law in this situation

is responsible for the non-causal representation of the will.

The Performance of Schema and Fantasy

The moral law as a type in practical reason plays the same role as the schema in theoretical reason.
Schema belong to the senses on the one hand and to the intellect on the other hand. In theoretical
reason, since the structure creates a connection between phenomena, this relationship is justified, but
in practical reason, due to freedom, which is a nominal concept, the structure slides on the surface of
reality. Because Schema does not experience the connection between two things, both of which are
rational. So there is no way to consider the moral law itself as a form and a ground for determining the
will. The fantasy subject of his desire places this pattern in order to be the bed of his desire. This same
performance of Schema and fantasy extends the trap of reality for the subject so that moral experience

becomes possible from within it.

Primary and Secondary Fantasy

If we consider the type of the moral law as a primary fantasy from which moral action connects with
reality, then the concept of God's existence and the immortality of the soul are considered secondary
fantasies for it, and other possibilities of moral reality build and elevate it. In the case of this secondary
fantasy, it is clear that the moral law extends its possibilities from the supratemporal and supraspatial
level and extends the good to infinity. In the case of the existence of God, the subject always realizes
the gap in his belief in the existence of an Other, so that on the one hand, God becomes the cause of

the subject's action and also accepts his own incompleteness.

Conclusion

Since practical reason lacks causal representation, it must inevitably be associated with a type of
representation that is different from the representation in the field of nature. This representation takes
place through the concept of schema and the subject accepts it as a kind of primary fantasy. In addition,
secondary phantasies also play a role in representing this reality: the existence of God and the
immortality of the soul. The existence of God reminds it of the incompleteness of the subject because
the truth is basically related to the incompleteness and that the subject is not the ultimate cause of his
actions. But the immortality of the soul, despite the development of the subject's possibilities, faces the
objection that ethics must be devoid of any happiness-oriented element in advance, while it seems that

happiness is present in the maxim of the moral law.
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