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Article info Abstract

In the consolation of philosophy, we are confronted with three
“what” questions:1. What are we? 2. What do we possess of
ourselves? 3. What should we seek? These three questions and their
answers constitute the epistemology of The Consolation of
Philosophy, while the ultimate aim of posing and answering them is
its axiology. The humanistic dimension of this work, along with the
question of why and how philosophy provides consolation under
the circumstances in which Boethius—awaiting execution, having
nothing to lose and no opportunity to gain anything—found
himself, led to the analytical-descriptive examination of three issues:
1) Does Boethius consider “knowledge” to be possible in this work?
(2) What kind of knowledge is it, and how is it attained? (3) What is
the necessity and ultimate aim of engaging in this epistemology? In
The Consolation of Philosophy, Boethius presents a form of
epistemology oriented toward both origin and end, in which self-
awareness is regarded as the distinguishing mark of human beings
from other things. From his perspective, everything is valuable
insofar as it is purposive, and the ultimate end of human action is
God, so that the human being may become godlike. Since axiology
in Boethius’s view is connected with concepts such as the good and
happiness, value in this work is of an ethical kind. In this treatise,
philosophy teaches human beings how, through their actions, they
can relate to God at the highest level of knowledge and attain this
supreme understanding,.
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Introduction

The humanistic aspect of #he consolation of philosophy can be confirmed by its epistemological discussions.
The empbhasis of #he consolation of philosophy is on three "what": What are we? 2. What do we have of
ourselves? 3. What should we be looking for? These three questions and their answers are
"epistemology" in #he consolation of philosephy, and since the answer to these questions is related to concepts
such as goodness, happiness, and immortality and is considered a moral category in a way, the purpose
of posing these three questions and answering them constitutes "axiology" in this treatise. The
importance of raising and answering these questions becomes even more important when Boethius'
circumstances when writing this treatise are also taken into account. When Boethius wrote #be Consolation
of Philosophy, he was under sentence of death. He had nothing to lose and no opportunity to gain. Now,
why should one seek solace from philosophy in such a situation? And what could philosophy, in such
a situation in terms of time and place, have to offer Boethius, awaiting execution, that would be a source
of comfort for him and an inspiration for his audience in future ages to maintain hope?

Materials & Methods

In this research, we aim to specifically analyze three issues using an analytical-descriptive method: 1.
Does Boethius consider "epistem" possible in this treatise? 2. What kind and how is this epistem? 3.
What is the necessity and purpose of dealing with this epistemology in the consolation of philosophy? The
first question will be examined under the title "The Problem of "epistem", the second question under
the title "How to epistem", and the third question, which explains the relationship between the
axiological aspect of this treatise and its epistemological aspect, will be examined under the title
"axiology".

Discussion & Result

Boethius, awaiting execution, sees epistem as necessary to resolve the conflict between his philosophical
teachings on human and divine affairs and the changes around him, known as the vicissitudes of fate.
The issue of "epistem" in the consolation of philosophy is the result of going through three successive stages:
forgetting, remembering, self-awareness. In the stage of forgetting, philosophy leads Boethius to the
conclusion that this conflict arises due to forgetting how the wotld is governed and forgetting one's
own identity. In the stage of remembrance, philosophy reminds Boethius that he must intellectually and
morally understand his relationship with God. In the stage of self-awareness, philosophy teaches
Boethius how the soul, if it is aware of itself, can achieve superiority and distinction from other things.
Philosophy specifies the nature of this epistem with the "purpose of epistem" and the "ways of epistem".

In discussing the purpose of epistem, it is said that all mortal creatures seek to achieve a single goal,
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namely happiness. In the discussion of ways of epistem, it is stated that the highest level of epistem
belongs to the divine, which philosophy strives to help man understand by aligning with it, even if he
does not fully participate in it. The relationship that man finds with God and how he reaches this
sublime understanding, in other words, how the connection between epistem and the end, which is the
origin, is determined by human action.

Conclusion

In he consolation of philosophy, philosophy teaches man how he can relate to God at the highest level of
knowledge through his actions and reach this great understanding. According to Boethius, everything
is valuable because it has a purpose, and the purpose of human action is God, so that man becomes
like God. Since value theory in Boethius' opinion is related to concepts such as: good and happiness,
the value in this treatise is "moral", and by examining the detailed case of the relationship between
epistemology and axiology in this treatise, we can, in a way, address the relationship between the realm

of theory and practice in this treatise.
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1. Neo-Platonist

2. reality
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1. pantheism
2. participate
3. simple form

4.understanding/intelligentia
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1. artistic creativity

.hedonism

. naturalism

.Cf. “Value Theory” in the Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy

. value theory

A L AW

.cf. “Value Theory” in the Cambridge Dictionary of Philosophy
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. Participation in the Divine
.an Immortal Being

. Eternal God

. Anamnetic

. Circular

.Return

. Beginning

.Isagoge

O 0 N N AW

. The Living Mind in Need of Nothing and the Sole Originating Reason of Things
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