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Abstract

Empiricism in the contemporary era has led to the growth of a materialist approach in
various fields, one of which is the interpretation of the Qur’an. Influenced by this ma-
terialist approach, some Qur’anic scholars have analyzed the supernatural concepts of
the Qur’an. One such scholar who examined these concepts in this intellectual climate
is Muhammad Khaza’ili. Given that supernatural concepts reveal the human being’s
connection to otherworldly realms, supraphysical truths and laws, manifest the divine
unseen agency, and rescue humanity from naturalism, reducing such phenomena to
merely material and natural occurrences prevents the attainment of these objectives.
Therefore, using a descriptive-analytical method and library-based research, this
study aims to critically examine the materialist approach to the supernatural concepts
of the Qur’an as presented by Muhammad Khaza’ili in his book A‘lam al-Qur’an,
and to analyze the causes of his materialist approach and his method of evaluation.
According to the research findings, Khaza’ili adopts a materialist approach to the
Qur’anic supernatural concepts, seeking to reinterpret metaphysical concepts in a sci-
entific(oriented) language. In doing so, he presents these metaphysical concepts as
natural phenomena through materialist analogies, allegorical interpretation, reliance
on lexical possibilities compatible with a materialist reading of the verse, and citing
the lack of explicit textual stipulation. Khaza’ili’s materialist approach is most prom-
inently manifested in the form of “analogical application” (tatbiq). His materialist
treatment of miraculous events is inconsistent with the apparent meanings of the text,
the semantic indications, the context of the verses, as well as with prophetic traditions
and established exegetical principles.
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