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Abstract

The present study examines the foundations and types of mystical interpretations in
the interpretation of Ruh al-Bayan by Ismail Haqi Brosway; a work that has a special
place among mystical interpretations of the 11th century AH in terms of combining
Quranic externalism with tasteful and discovery tendencies. The main problem of the
research is to explain the limits and criteria of the accuracy of mystical interpretations
and determine their relationship with valid rules of interpretation. The research meth-
od is descriptive-analytical with text-based analysis and content typology of interpre-
tations within the framework of the epistemological foundations of Islamic Sufism.
The findings of the study show that Brosway, in Ruh al-Bayan, tried to establish a
link between allegorical and theoretical mysticism and to use allegorical language
in an educational and cognitive path. Relying on the concept of the unity of levels
of meaning, he considered the external appearance of the Quran as a prelude to the
perception of the inner, and organized his interpretations into four types: allusive,
symbolic, educational, and combined. At the same time, text analysis shows that the
relationship of his interpretations with the inferential criteria of reason and narration
is not always in harmony and in some cases, it approaches the scope of personal taste.
The main achievement of the research is the explanation of the systematic nature of
Brosway’s interpretations and his role in the transformation of mystical interpretation
from the stage of taste to the educational and epistemological level; in such a way that
the spirit of revelation is considered a model for the combination of inner intuition
and interpretive order.
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