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Abstract

The Qur’anic verses concerning the “Throne” (‘Arsh) are counted among the most
challenging passages in the Qur’an and have therefore consistently been the subject
of diverse exegetical approaches within both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions. This study,
by employing the method of thematic analysis in the collection and organization of
data, and adopting a descriptive—analytical approach in examining interpretations,
focuses specifically on the relationship between the ‘Arsh and the Divine Names
and Attributes as understood by exegetes from both schools. The findings indicate
that in the view of the Salafis and anthropomorphists, the ‘Arsh is regarded as the
locus of God’s Essence, whereas Ash‘arites and Mu ‘tazilites do not posit a connec-
tion between the ‘Arsh and the Divine Names and Attributes. According to ‘Allama
Tabataba’1, however, the ‘Arsh possesses a real ontological reality as the station
from which universal divine governance and beneficence flow into the created or-
der. Consequently, the attributes of “Generosity” (Karim), “Mercy” (Rahman), and
“Lordship” (Rubiibiyyah) serve as the source of these dispensations, while God’s
absolute “Knowledge” and “Power” are necessary for this station. Moreover, in-
sofar as it is an exclusive station, it is characterized by the attributes of “Oneness”
(Wahdaniyyah), “Magnificence” (‘Azim), and “Glory” (Majid).
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