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Abstract
This study examines the theological foundations of the Islamic

Sciences Academy of Qom'’s critique of modernity. Grounded in Shi‘i
theology and emphasizing three fundamental principles—*the
maximal comprehensiveness of religion*, *divine guardianship
(wilayah)*, and *a monotheistic ontology*—the Academy interprets
modernity not merely as a historical phenomenon but as a rival
theological system standing in opposition to tawhid (] ivineunity).
From this perspective, modernity rests upon three core components:
humanism, liberalism, and rationalism. Each of these, in different
ways, institutionalizes the substitution of the human being for God,
human will for divine will, and self-foundational reason for reason
guided by divine authority. Focusing primarily on the religious—
theological dimension, the article argues that the Academy regards
modern secularism as a denial of the comprehensiveness of religion
and a negation of divine guardianship, considering it a form of
civilizational shirk (associative deviation). The study further explores
the relationship between this approach and the tradition of rationalist
usili thought in Shi‘i theology, analyzing its internal theological
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challenges. The findings suggest that the Academy’s critique is
fundamentally civilizational in nature, yet it raises significant
theoretical questions concerning the role and status of reason.

Introduction
Modernity, one of the most pivotal phenomena of modern history,
constitutes not merely a historical and cultural transformation within
Western societies, but a comprehensive intellectual and civilizational
current whose profound impacts have permeated all dimensions of
human life globally, including non-Western societies such as Iran. Its
roots lie in a series of interrelated historical and intellectual
movements: the Renaissance ()£™-Ye™ centuries), the Reformation
(™" century), the Enlightenment (VA" century), the Scientific
Revolution, and the Industrial Revolution. Modernity is fundamentally
anchored in several core ideological principles, humanism
(anthropocentrism), liberalism (liberation from religious and spiritual
constraints), rationalism (reliance on autonomous reason independent
of revelation), and secularism (the separation of religion from worldly
affairs). In Western contexts, modernity emerged organically as a
native, internal evolutionary process. In contrast, in non-Western
societies like Iran, it was introduced externally, not as a product of
endogenous social development, but as a deliberate, top-down
civilizational importation modeled on the Western paradigm. This
importation triggered sweeping transformations in lifestyle, culture,
educational systems, national identity, and religious self-
understanding. Many Islamic thinkers regard this process as a serious
threat to the cultural and religious authenticity of Muslim societies,
framing it as a profound social crisis of the contemporary era.
Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution in Iran (Y4V4)
and the establishment of the Islamic Republic, the intellectual terrain
opened up for a systematic critique of Western modernity and
reformist civilizational projects. This shift created the conditions for
diverse intellectual currents, including the Academy of Islamic
Sciences in Qom, to re-engage critically with modernity, positioning
critique as the central axis of their intellectual and institutional
activity. Founded in Y3A+AD/ YYe4SH by Sayyid Munawwar al-Din
Husaynt Hashimi, the Academy operates under the leadership of
Shaykh Muhammad Mahdi Mir Bageri and pursues a civilizational
vision of Islam grounded in Twelver Shi‘i theology. Its mission is to
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construct the foundational pillars of an Islamic civilization in direct
opposition to the materialist, secular Western model. This approach,
rooted in maximalist (i.e., comprehensive and all-encompassing)
theological anthropology, rests on the conviction that Islam is not
merely a set of individual ritual or ethical prescriptions, but a
totalizing system capable of regulating all spheres of human existence:
politics, economics, science, culture, and beyond. Consequently, the
Academy does not reject modernity solely on the basis of its
technological or material achievements; rather, it challenges its
ideological and theological foundations, particularly humanism,
liberalism, and rationalism, as inherently incompatible with the core
Islamic principles of monotheism and divine lordship.

The Academy defines modernity through three foundational
principles: (1) Humanism, which places the human being at the center
of existence, effectively displacing God; (Y) Liberalism, which
liberates the individual from divine constraints and spiritual discipline;
and (¥) Rationalism, which elevates autonomous, self-sufficient
reason as the sole epistemic authority, replacing revelation as the basis
for truth and salvation (Mir Bageri, YYAYSH: YY¥). From this
perspective, modernity is a materialist and anti-religious current that
reduces human flourishing to material progress while excluding
revelation and religious authority from all domains of life. Crucially,
the Academy views modernity not as a modular or reformable system,
but as an indivisible whole, one that cannot be selectively adopted or
corrected; rather, it must be entirely superseded by an Islamic
civilization grounded in monotheism, divine lordship, and the
comprehensive nature of religion.

The theological critiqgue of modernity advanced by the Academy
rests on three interrelated axes: theological, epistemological, and
ontological. This paper, however, focuses exclusively on the
theological ~ dimension, the religious foundations, while
acknowledging that epistemological and ontological critiques require
separate, dedicated investigation.

Theological Foundations of the Critique: In the theological
register, the Academy adopts a maximalist conception of religion:
Islam is not confined to the private or ritual sphere, but must govern
all dimensions of human life, from governance and economics to
science and culture. This directly opposes modern secularism, which
confines religion to the individual or private domain, or dismisses it as
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an obstacle to progress. The Academy’s theological anthropology is
thus rooted in the doctrine of monotheism, understood not merely as
metaphysical monotheism, but as a totalizing worldview in which
divine sovereignty extends over all existence. This is inseparable from
the principle of divine lordship, the divinely ordained vicegerency of
the Imam (and, in its contemporary political formulation, the Velayat-
e Faqih). In this framework, human agency is legitimate only insofar
as it is subordinated to divine will; autonomy is equated with shirk
(associating partners with God), a point the Academy explicitly makes
in its critique of modern humanism.

Epistemological and Ontological Dimensions: In the
epistemological sphere, the Academy rejects autonomous reason as an
independent source of knowledge, insisting that reason must operate
in concert with narration in stark opposition to modern rationalism,
which elevates reason to the status of a self-sufficient arbiter of truth.
Ontologically, the Academy adopts a hierarchical cosmology with
God at its apex, where lordship is the organizing principle of
existence. This stands in direct contrast to modern anthropocentrism,
which places the human subject at the center of being and excludes the
divine from the structure of reality.

This theological framework centered on monotheism, lordship,
and the comprehensive nature of religion, distinguishes the
Academy’s critique from other Islamic modernist, reformist, or
traditionalist currents. Unlike reformists who seek compatibility
between Islamic norms and liberal democratic institutions, or
traditionalists who retreat into ritual isolation, the Academy insists on
a total rupture with modernity’s metaphysical premises. Its critique is
not merely institutional or political, but civilizational and
metaphysical, addressing the very question of divine lordship as the
ultimate source of legitimacy.

Relevance to Contemporary Iranian Intellectual Debates:

The Academy’s theological critique is not an internal, technical
exercise; it lies at the heart of one of the most enduring debates in
post-revolutionary Iranian thought: Can modernity be reconciled with
an Islamic theological framework, or is it inherently incompatible due
to its anthropocentric and secular foundations? The Academy
represents one of the most radical positions in this debate, rejecting
the possibility of reform or accommodation and insisting on the
necessity of total civilizational alternatives. Understanding its



125| Abedi Renani & Jahanshiri

theological foundations is thus essential for grasping a major axis of
post-revolutionary intellectual discourse, particularly in relation to
ongoing disputes over secularism, lordship, and the relationship
between religion and science.

This theological stance is directly linked to the Academy’s
broader project, the production of Islamic human sciences and the
reconstruction of religious knowledge in contemporary Iran. If
religion is structurally comprehensive and capable of regulating all
domains of life, then the sciences, including social sciences, politics,
and culture, cannot be legitimately organized on the basis of
autonomous reason. Thus, clarifying the theological foundations of
this critique is not merely an exercise in theology; it is crucial for
understanding the overarching epistemic and ideological orientations
of the Islamic Republic, and for navigating contemporary conflicts
over secularization, divine authority, and the status of religious
knowledge.

Methodology: This study employs a qualitative, conceptual-
textual analysis with a theological-discursive approach. Data were
collected through library research and include primary texts from the
Academy’s founders (Hosseini Hashemi, Mir Bageri) and secondary
analytical literature. In the first phase, key concepts in the Academy’s
critique of modernity, such as maximalist comprehensiveness of
religion, divine lordship, civilizational ~monotheism versus
civilizational shirk, were extracted, conceptually reconstructed, and
systematized into a coherent theological framework. In the second
phase, the religious-theological implications of these concepts,
particularly their confrontation with secularism, were analyzed.
Finally, the compatibility of this theological stance with the Usili
rationalist tradition in Twelver Shi‘ism was critically assessed.

Research Questions: This paper addresses three central questions:

According to the Academy of Islamic Sciences, Qom, what are
the foundational principles and components of modernity?

What are the theological foundations of the Academy’s critique of
modernity?

How does this theological interpretation of modernity relate to the
Usili rationalist tradition in Shi‘ism, and what internal theological
challenges does it pose?

Conclusion: The Academy’s theological critique of modernity
represents a radical, civilizational alternative grounded in a
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maximalist conception of monotheism and lordship. Its insistence on
the. incompatibility of modernity’s core principles with Islamic
theology positions it as a distinct voice in post-revolutionary Iranian
intellectual history, one that reframes the debate not as one of
institutional adaptation, but of metaphysical and civilizational choice.
A deeper engagement with its theological foundations is essential for
understanding not only the Academy’s own trajectory, but also the
broader epistemic and political struggles shaping religious thought in
the Islamic Republic.

Keywords: Qom Islamic Sciences Academy, Divine Vicegerency,
Monotheistic Ontology, Humanism, Self-Founded Reason
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