Biannual Journal of Research in Shi’a Comparative Theology /%) ATU
Vol.6, No. 11, Fall & Winter 2025, 9-42- ‘
jest.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/jcst.2025.88356.1252

The relationship between human free will and divine
destiny and power; a comparative study of the views of
Fakhr-Razi and Allameh Tabataba'i

Associate Professor Department of Philosophy,
Faculty of Persian Literature and Foreign Languages,
Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran.

Mohsen Habibi *

Abstract

This research examines the contrast between the views of Fakhr al-
Razi (inclined to determinism) and Allama Tabataba'i (with an
emphasis on human agency) on the issue of determinism and free will
under the concept of divine destiny and predestination. The method of
this research is descriptive-analytical and its main goal is to analyze
the contrast between the views of Fakhr al-Razi and Allama Tabataba'i
on the issue of determinism and free will. The main point of
commonality between these two thinkers is the simultaneous
acceptance of the two principles of "God's omniscience and power"
and "the conscientious reality of human agency," and both seek to
provide an explanation that neither leads to absolute determinism nor
negates divine a priori knowledge. However, the difference in the
doctrinal foundations (Ash'ari Kalam versus transcendental wisdom)
has led to the contrast between the views. Fakhr-e-Razi (representative
of the Ash'arite school) attributes agency to God with the theory of
"acquiring” and has oscillating positions and a tendency toward
predestination. Allamah Tabataba'i (representative of transcendental
wisdom), relying on "existential connection", considers human beings
to be independent but related agents and, by distinguishing between
"gadah" (divine universal decree) and "gadar" (predestination in the
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material world), presents a more coherent and balanced combination
between human free will and God's power.

1. Research Questions

The study is structured around three primary research questions:

1. What is the theory of Fakhr al-Razi as a representative of the
Ash'arites regarding predestination and free will?

2. What is the theory of Allamah Tabataba'i as a representative of
transcendental wisdom regarding predestination and free will?

3. Which theory has an advantage over the other?

2. Literature Review

Qadar (by opening the Qaf and Dal) means ability and measure, and a
predetermined time and a predetermined place. The derivatives of this
word that are mentioned in the verses of the Quran are: Taqdir means
measurement and determination, Qadir means capable and one of the
names of Hasani, ... (Raghib Isfahan, 1412 AH, p. 657, Turahi, 1362
Vol. 3, p. 449) Qadr also means to restrict. (Allah expands the
provision for whom He wills and determines) (Ra’d, 13:26) Taqdir
means measurement and determination. Raghib said: God’s decree has
two aspects: one is to grant power over things, and the other is to
place things in a specific amount and a specific way according to the
requirements of wisdom, such as the decree of a date seed from which
dates grow, not apples and olives. So God's destiny has two aspects:
one is the decree to be in a certain way or not... the second is the
granting of power over things. (Ragheb Isfahani, 1412 AH, p. 658)
Ghaza: Ghaza (Predestination) means the certainty and certainty of
divine decrees, and destiny means the measurement and determination
of the limits of phenomena. Divine destiny indicates the two-way
relationship between God as the source of existence and man as a free
being. On the one hand, predestination and destiny express the divine
knowledge and absolute power over the world, and on the other hand,
it points out the free will of man and its effect on destiny.
Predestination means the divine system for the world that determines
the limits and characteristics of every phenomenon. In this system,
human free will and material and spiritual causes are considered part
of divine destiny. Factors such as prayer, effort, trust, and the
acquisition of moral virtues are all manifestations of this destiny that
operate within the framework of divine destiny.
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Ekhtyar: Ekhtyar (Choice) which is from the category of action, is
derived from the root “good”.and means selection and election; also in
some cases, choice is also used to mean intending and wanting to do
good. (Tarihi, 1375: 296-294/3). Regarding the origin of this word, it
has been stated that “good” refers to something that everyone tends
towards, such as reason, justice, goodness and beneficial matters; and
its opposite is “evil”. Therefore, it can be concluded that “choice”
means seeking and doing that which is superior and better, and
sometimes it is also referred to an action that a person considers good,
even if it is not good in reality. (Raghb, 1412: 301-300)

3. Methodology

The study employs a qualitative descriptive analytical methodology
grounded in documentary research. Primary sources include the
original texts of Fakhr al-Razi and Allama Tabataba'i on
anthropological and theological topics. In addition, authentic Islamic
sources such as the Quran and hadiths, as well as contemporary
analytical texts, are also examined.

The analytical framework proceeds in three stages. First, the
conceptual structure of predestination, destiny, and free will is
reconstructed. Second, the internal logic of these concepts in these two
thinkers is examined, and third, the theories of the two are compared.

4. Conclusion:

The findings show that the main point of common ground between
these two thinkers is the simultaneous acceptance of the two principles
of “God’s omniscience and omnipotence” and “the conscious reality
of human free will,” and both seek to provide an explanation that
neither leads to absolute determinism nor negates divine a priori
knowledge. However, the difference in the doctrinal foundations
(Ash’ari theology versus transcendental wisdom) has led to opposing
views. Fakhr al-Razi, with his theory of “acquisition,” considers the
main agency to beléxclusively God’s and reduces the role of man to
the “attribution” of the verb. This view, which is mainly accompanied
by theological and narrative arguments, ultimately tends towards
determinism. A review of Razi’s works also indicates heterogeneity in
his positions; sometimes he emphasizes the deterministic aspects and
sometimes freedom, which makes his final position somewhat
ambiguous.
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In contrast, Allamah Tabataba'i, using the philosophical
foundations of transcendental wisdom, achieves a harmonious and
coherent explanation. He explains with the concepts of "existential
connection” and "manifestation™ that human agency is located along
the length of divine agency, not across it. In other words, man is the
true agent of his own action, but this agency owes its existence and
consistency to the will and power of God. Divine knowledge is also in
the form of "present knowledge" of actions themselves, not a priori
acquired knowledge that is the cause of the action. This interpretation
both preserves human agency and does not undermine the
monotheism of actions.

In short, it can be said that Allameh Tabataba'i's approach, by
presenting a unified philosophical system, offers a more logical and
innovative solution to the reconciliation between human agency and
divine power, while Fakhr-e-Razi's position, despite its theological
depth, is trapped in the contradictions of the theory of acquisition and
a kind of determinism. This study shows that the choice of
philosophical foundations can have a decisive impact on resolving
long-standing theological dilemmas.

Keywords: Divine Destiny, Free Will, Human Being, Fakhr-E-Razi,
Allameh Tabataba'i.
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