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Broken Mirrors (13): Revised JPS as a Model of Faithful Translation to the Hebrew Structure of the Torah
Heydar Eyvazi

Abstract: This article examines one of the most significant contemporary translations of the Tanakh (Hebrew
Bible), namely the Revised JPS (2023). Its primary focus is the translation’s philological approach and the extent of
its fidelity to the structure and texture of the Hebrew text, particularly in relation to the Masoretic Text. Through
a comparative analysis of selected narrative and poetic passages—including examples from Genesis, Psalms, Isaiah,
and Jeremiah—the study demonstrates that the Revised JPS, while employing modern English, remains committed
to preserving the parallel structures, poetic imagery, institutional terminology, and lexical nuances of the Hebrew
original. The translation deliberately avoids theological reinterpretation and expansive exegetical readings, especially
those informed by Christological perspectives. Instead, its principal aim is to reflect the literary context and
rhetorical structure of the source text. On this basis, the Revised JPS may be regarded not only as one of the most
distinguished examples of source-oriented translations of the Hebrew Bible, but also as a valuable model for the
translation of sacred texts more generally.

Keywords: Hebrew Bible, Masoretic Text, Revised JPS, English translations of the Torah.
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1. Masoretic Text.
2. LXX: Septuagint.
3. Vulgate.
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Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt.-
Leaving Pharaoh’s presence, Joseph traveled through all the land of Egypt.
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The gladness of the earth is banished.

13505 o amsS 3 5L 3 (Ol w2 Revised JPS
i e oty Glasls 655y 5 Aot
DA o Sy e 3 (6oL

sl s Sline o) BT 5, SIS el (e Jdl By 5 S8 in gl 51 Ol yraey «(Hiphil) Jorios
2. Gesenius, DCXI; KBL, 686; CLQA, 299;
DAYy Setn
213513 55 g 5 OB e Sens 5l s o sla e o) 3 55 s o0
VY =¥

\0e

YAV | gl sl
Voylet | Y Jlw

) - JOV-FIPEY PREI}



\[)

Voyleis | ¥V Ul

) T JOV-FIPEY PIVEIP}

OF) 4o olaas | dlie

Slixa 4 Arab /2 Ay 51 DNAWTOD MW Sl oyl 5o adax Job 36 41 55
(s 9,8 (580 g, diay b B 33 sl (3l g 4 b (0 S5,
b g Sloms 1058 SK,6 loslds o b o0ld dacr 5 5yl s (603025 51 5 !
«The o133, (oo 53 3l s |y Jd 5 anig (GHlanasl pogeal el (diS oo Jizis

5 G b (g8 ugal ‘_)bjsJ)UdL L Revised JPS dax5 ;3sun has set on all joy»
S35 e e (8 el o S 515 LS n S IST ] (e 0 (Sl (S350
SLL ash e prede JLIL:;\’L;% daz i ool gy aS das oo 0L 55 aiges oyl L lile ge
RGO G ‘53_5).3 ‘;‘:.:\...Njﬁj LSJ:’}"’A’")L:"L"“ 93\3

10 :YY Loyl
U’:“f\f olirics)jiwbubd\.k&j gJ\_-.a;\j J}a.vw.a A.JJ_J;j JS‘ CJ)..LJ ﬁ.u )
o9 o0 (hadslam

ool |y 355 cslodgy) d Lf}§))—~" w3 Gasere > 4S 5 O IU
R

?J)j"‘wﬁ L>- “ ‘) JL&J\) (Jv\-pj 4%}}5&) J))ﬁ-w.; CJ)J: kgT

O J.;.«B'.)\x.»j) U,:AA)\

o $3l o (S sl |5 Joms juad als Ul (550

?5;5@ JALJ::L; sy g FEFIR Qﬁjf.a Sl
Do you think you are more a king
Because you compete in cedar? °

Pk

s (G oLl S e SO LI Revised JPS
§S0t 2y g 53 05
Ldig (Gl-Teg) (:)l_fe S 5 oo Syl (oolanl dllas 5l _ise a8 (3g & 5o
J=é ol 3)ls gy (o8 (NN iy 5) Hitpael L) metahare(h)/MNNN oo el
ez 53 coldy 4 5 il ((QJJSMVA» L 03,8 <oy slons 4 Bl—w 0l 5o
Do you think (13,5, .5,05 o)Ll LS cabu o 5w s Sl eslinal o554 (sl
e La> L e 3y50 4 5 5 cyou are more a king / Because you compete in cedar?»

53 Blago 51305 (e 20 (BN L 5 GRS (Slirs 4 (Gl 7S O3 5 g

1. Gesenius, CCCIIL.



OF) s laasl| e

23 el b g 3 S0, O (2B b )b Glraas 5 S bl
doar g gy o2l 5193 e (Gl - oo o |y e (sl peal (s
BE OTL;SU':U) sz ‘TJMUZAL;’J‘J;A}—-@J @ L;.L.,.:»l;:j JL%‘J <3S C,.:?-)\ Revised JPS

ey o 5 & Plyral (pond Lo 5l om0

14 :¥% Lyl
Lge 355 sl b by (dlor bl o (SLu (sl 53 45 s 255 () .
2 o

Sl 0433, (3l 5 a3 gn 5 Oy By oS s 5l
1S ool o 5 (6l doad A6 Sl jame 5 aS e (g

A Al Olog des oy pole

Equip yourself for exile,

Fair Egypt, you who dwell secure!
For Noph shall become a waste,
Desolate, without inhabitants.
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