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Abstract

Adolescence marks the beginning of an individual's conscious, choice-
oriented encounter with the surrounding world and the structuring of
personal identity. As its core research question, this study explores the
causes behind the identity challenges faced by contemporary dual-spatial
Iranian adolescents, with a specific emphasis on non-media factors. The
methodology of this study is the qualitative method of thematic analysis.
From the utilized sources, 112 rich codes were extracted for analysis.
Following three stages of categorization, two macro-categories were
identified: "Inefficiency and Deficiencies of the National Ecosystem of
Identity Formation” and "Globalization of Culture and Global Production
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and Distribution Networks of Identity Products.” Under the first macro-
category, ten meso-categories were identified: "adverse influences of peers
and associates," "adverse influences of reference groups,” "intergenerational
gap and disconnection," "historical, literary, linguistic, ethnic, and familial
roots in identity formation," "weakness of the family institution in shaping
adolescent identity," "inefficiency of the education system in shaping
adolescent identity,” "weakness of the economic institution,”™ "
efficiency of the religious institution in shaping adolescent identity,"
"negative impacts of urban space on identity formation," and "governance
models incompatible with proper identity formation." Under the second
macro-category, four meso-categories were identified: "the global value
supply chain for the production and distribution of identity-shaping
content and the weakening of identity in countries of the Global South,"
"the industrialization of culture,” and "the expansion of postmodern
intellectual and cultural discourse and the weakening of foundational
structures of identity."
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