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Abstract

This study examines the non-verbal communication methods of Imam al-
Rida (PBUH) with rulers and governors during his migration to Iran. The
significance of this research lies in re-evaluating and gaining a deeper
understanding of the Imam’s non-verbal conduct (Sira) when interacting
with ruling powers, providing a model for contemporary effective and
constructive engagement in difficult and sensitive circumstances. The
migration of the eighth Imam is one of the most significant and influential

* Ehsani, H., & Motahari, H. R., & Hosseini, S. M. & Ghanbari nik, M. (2025). Non-Verbal Communication
Methods of Imam al-Rida with Rulers and Governors During the Migration to Iran. Islam and Social
Studies, 13(3), pp. 97-124. https://doi.org/10.22081/jiss.2026.73300.2182

[= Article Type: Research Article; Publisher: Islamic Sciences and Culture Academy
[ Received: 2025/05/15 e Revised: 2025/07/18 e Accepted: 2025/08/23 eOnline Publication: 2025/10/01

© 2025
authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

) WWW.jiss.isca.ac.ir


https://doi.org/ 0008-0009-7460-5375
https://doi.org/ 0000-0002-5249-6568
https://doi.org/0000-0002-8363-1830
; https:/orcid.org/0000-0001-8006-8408

events in Islamic and lranian history. The primary research question
addresses how Imam al-Rida utilized non-verbal communication methods
to face social and political challenges during his migration. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, data was collected through library research
from authentic historical sources and reports on the Sira of the Ahl al-
Bayt. The results indicate that the Imam utilized various communication
methods tailored to the audience's conditions and the social environment.
These non-verbal strategies included correspondence with rulers,
meaningful silence, the use of body language (such as facial expressions,
tone, and specific gestures), behavioral reactions (such as Tagiyya,
accompaniment, or opposition), and the practical manifestation of Islamic
ethics.
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