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Allameh Tabataba'i’s Theory of I'tibariyyat (Social
Constructs) serves as the connecting link between
Sadrian Transcendental Philosophy and the human
sciences, playing a fundamental role in elucidating
the ontological foundations of social phenomena. By
distinguishing between "Realities" (Haga'ig—objective
matters independent of the mind) and "Social/Mental
Constructs"  (I'tibariyyat—subjective  constructs
dependent on human practical purposes), this theory
enables the extension of Sadrian philosophical
principles, such as the Primacy of Existence (Asalat
al-Wujud), Gradation of Existence (Tashkik al-
Wujud), and Substantial Motion (Al-Harakat al-
Jawhariyya), into the realm of the human sciences.
According to this framework, the human sciences
are not only of a "constructive" nature but also lack
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the capacity to comprehensively explain social realities without relying on
the ontological foundations of Transcendental Philosophy. This research,
employing a descriptive-analytical method, demonstrates that I'tibariyyat,
through their practical functions, create a bridge between the realm of
Truth (Sadrian ontology) and the realm of human social action, providing
the groundwork for the formation of Islamic theories within the human
sciences.

Extended Abstract

This article examines the relationship between Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta‘aliya) and the humanities,
introducing Allama Tabatabai’s theory of i‘tibariyyat (constructs or
conventional matters) as the missing link in this connection. The main
issue arises from the fact that the humanities belong to the genus of
conventional sciences (constructed sciences), whereas Transcendent
Philosophy is a real system based on authentic ontology. The fundamental
question is: how can a connection be established between these two
distinct realms? The author's hypothesis is that the theory of constructs,
by playing an intermediary role, facilitates the extension of Sadraean
ontological foundations into the humanities.

In terms of etymology, i‘tibariyyat is derived from "<abar," meaning
passage or crossing. Allama Tabatabai defines it as "human mental constructs
that are dependent on the invention of the faculty of estimation (quwwat
al-wahm) and are posited for practical purposes.” The process of forming
the first construct (the concept of "ought") is as follows: In a state of satiety,
a human perceives the true necessary relationship between themselves and
the perfection of satiety; during hunger, the faculty of estimation establishes
that true necessity as a conventional relationship between the hungry
human and the missing perfection, producing the concept "'l must eat."

The most important characteristics of i‘tibariyyat are: being imaginary
or estimative matters, not representing reality, being posited to fulfill
needs, having a practical function, lacking logical and demonstrative
value, being relative and changeable, being individual and social, and
being a middle ground between two realities (they both have a true origin
and true effects are ascribed to them).
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The ontology of Transcendent Philosophy has six main foundations: (A)
The Primacy of Existence (Isalat al-Wujud): Reality and the origin of effects
belong to existence, while quiddity (Mahiyya) is a conventional matter. (B)
Gradation of Existence (Tashkik al-Wujud): The reality of existence is one
but possesses different levels of intensity and weakness. (C) Relational
Existence (al-Wujiid al-Rabif): Possible beings have no independence and
are purely related to God. (D) Poverty-based Possibility (al-Imkan al-
Fagqrt): Possible beings are the very embodiment of poverty and need for a
complete cause. (E) Substantial Motion (al-Harakat al-Jawhariyya):
Motion flows within the substance of the natural world. (F) The Division of
Beings into Real and Constructed: Some beings are realized independently
of the human mind, while others exist only through human convention.

The four extensions of ontological foundations in the humanities are: 1.
Extension of the Primacy of Existence: Although constructs have imaginary
content, in terms of that which is divided (existence), they fall under the
truth of existence. Just as mental existence is covered by absolute
externality, constructs are also covered by the truth of existence. This view,
based on the primacy and gradation of existence, provides the possibility of
an ontology for constructs. 2. Extension of Relational Existence and
Impoverished Possibility (Critique of Unilinearity): Based on the theory of
constructs and the foundations of relational existence and impoverished
possibility, human societies cannot be considered to have a single,
deterministic path toward evolution. As a being that is inherently poor,
human beings are dependent on theological foundations in their social
actions. If societies are formed based on this pure relation to God, they
become manifestations of Divine attributes and attain true evolution. 3.
Extension of Substantial Motion: In its substantial motion, the human soul
is always progressing from imperfection to perfection. True perceptions are
insufficient to create action, because action has not yet been realized. To
organize conscious actions, humans need practical constructs so that their
will can be realized. Therefore, aligned with the substantial motion of the
soul, constructs are fluid tools of the mind for attaining missing perfections.
4. Extension of Gradation of Existence (Unity of Appearance and Essence):
The relationship between the system of constructs and the system of nature
is the relationship between appearance and essence. Humans live with
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constructs externally but are connected to nature internally. Every construct
has a true support, and the human soul does not create constructs without
assistance from the external world. These two worlds are not completely
distinct but are connected in a gradational manner.

The present research shows that Allama Tabatabai’s theory of constructs
has three basic functions: 1. Resolving the conflict between the realm of
truth and practice: constructs, while maintaining an intrinsic connection
with realities, prevent the reduction of the humanities to purely empirical
matters and, at the same time, make purposeful human agency possible. 2.
Extension of Sadraean foundations in the humanities: The primacy of
existence, gradation, substantial motion, and relational existence are all
adaptable and usable in the humanities through the theory of constructs. 3.
Founding Islamic humanities: By showing the theological origin of some
fixed constructs (such as justice) and the relationship of variable constructs
with innate foundations, this theory paves the way for the formation of
humanities based on Islamic foundations. Religious commands, expressed in
the form of "oughts™ and "ought nots,” are manifestations of the descended
truth in the realm of practice to guide humans toward true perfection.

The final conclusion is that the theory of constructs has discovered the
missing link connecting theoretical transcendental philosophy with
practical philosophy and, by providing a coherent framework, has made
possible a theological and philosophical reading of social phenomena.
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