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The objective of this research is to analyze the
identity politics within the education system of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. To this end, a descriptive-
analytical method was employed, and the identity
policies of the educational system were examined
from a philosophical perspective. Initially, the
philosophical components of identity were explored
through the lens of Francis Fukuyama, specifically
focusing on Thymos (the spirited part of the soul),
the distinction between the inner and outer self, and
the recognition of human dignity. Subsequently, the
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identity policies of the educational system during the specified period—
including regulations on dress codes, development of religion-centered
curricula, instruction of religious studies, prohibition of co-educational
schools, establishment of institutions related to religious upbringing,
removal of non-sharia-compliant subjects such as dance and music, the
involvement of seminaries in school management, and non-compliance
with international documents—were evaluated within this framework. The
results indicate that the identity policies of the Islamic Republic are
primarily based on strengthening religious-national identity and the
recognition of human dignity through Islamic values. However, the
selective approaches of these policies, which address only a portion of
collective identities, have led to a conflict between the "inner self" and
"outer self" in some groups, resulting in social rifts. Consequently, this
research emphasizes the necessity of revising the identity policies of the
education system in the Islamic Republic of Iran to prevent identity crises
and social unrest.

Extended Abstract

The present research conducts a philosophical analysis of identity
policies within the educational system of the Islamic Republic of Iran from
1979 to 2021. The primary objective of this study is to examine the
anthropological (i.e., concerning the study of human nature) foundations
and elements upon which the identity policies of the education system
during the Islamic Republic era are established, and to determine the extent
to which these policies align with the ontological components of identity.

The significance of this research is highlighted by the existing gap in
the country's scientific literature, as previous studies have primarily
addressed the political-sociological dimensions of identity, while the
philosophical-anthropological aspect has been neglected.

To achieve the research objectives, the descriptive-analytical method
has been employed. The theoretical framework of the research is based on
the views of Francis Fukuyama regarding identity. Inspired by
philosophers such as Plato, Rousseau, and Hegel, Fukuyama introduces
three fundamental components for modern identity: First, "Thymos," or
the third part of the soul, which is the seat of anger, shame, pride, and the
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sense of human dignity, and is considered the origin of the need for
recognition. Second, the distinction between the "inner self" (individual
perception and feelings) and the "outer self" (how one is seen by others).
This distinction indicates that an individual may feel their true identity is
in conflict with the role society has defined for them. Third, "recognition
of human dignity," rooted in Hegelian thought, which is based on the
principle that human beings require recognition by others to realize their
identity.

In the second part of the article, the identity policies of the Islamic
Republic's education system are examined. These policies, formed in
response to the neglect of Iranian-Islamic identity components during the
Pahlavi era, have primarily focused on strengthening a religious-national
identity through the interpretation of Shia Islam and the Guardianship of
the Islamic Jurist (Wilayat-i Faqih). The most important of these policies
include: the mandatory observance of Islamic dress code (Hijab) in
schools, the development of religion-centric curricula, compulsory
teaching of religious education at all levels, the prohibition of co-
educational schools, the elimination of non-religious subjects such as
dance and music, the entry of religious forces and seminary graduates into
school management, the establishment of institutions related to religious
upbringing such as the Deputy of Education Affairs, the Student Basij, and
the Islamic Associations of Students, and opposition to international
documents such as the UNESCO 2030 Agenda.

The research findings indicate that these policies can be analyzed
through Fukuyama's tripartite components. In terms of "Thymos," the
identity policies of the Islamic Republic, by legitimizing Islamic-Shia
identity, have been able to arouse feelings of pride and dignity among
large groups of society. However, ignoring the modern layer of Iranian
identity, which has been added to the identity layers (ancient Iranian-ness
and Islamic-ness) over the past century, has caused anger and dissatisfaction
in some social groups. For instance, opposition to the 2030 Agenda, which
entails components such as humanism, gender equality, and sexual
education, although consistent with Islamic values, has come into conflict
with the identity of groups influenced by modernity.
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Regarding the component of the "inner self and outer self," findings
suggest that the identity policies of the Islamic Republic have largely
corresponded with Iran's historical and indigenous traditions and have
recognized the inner self of many individuals. However, Iran's ethnic and
cultural diversity, as well as the addition of the modern layer to Iranian
identity, has caused some social groups to feel that their inner self is not
represented in the outer self defined by the educational system. This issue
has led to agonistic policies, an example of which is the reaction
of parliamentary representatives to the government's insistence on
implementing the 2030 Agenda.

In examining the component of "equal recognition,"” it was determined
that the education system of the Islamic Republic primarily grants official
identity to groups that have accepted the components of Iranian-Islamic
identity (such as commitment to Hijab, acceptance of religious teachings,
and opposition to the mixing of genders in schools). Although religious
minorities enjoy certain freedoms under the Constitution, the gap in
explaining the status of the modern layer of identity in the official
definition has held the potential for protest movements and social rifts.
The research concludes that while the identity policies of the Islamic
Republic's education system are compatible with the dominant identity of
society and lIran's historical tradition, and have managed to satisfy the
components of Thymos, inner self, and recognition for a significant
portion of society, the selective approach and the neglect of other layers of
Iranian identity (especially the modern layer) can lead to identity crises,
role confusion, social dissatisfaction, and a gap between the state and the
nation. Therefore, the research emphasizes the necessity of revising
identity policies and suggests that for success in identity policymaking,
attention must be paid to all layers of Iranian identity (historical, Islamic,
and modern), and policies should be designed to encompass all
ethnicities, cultures, and social groups. Such a comprehensive approach
can lead to strengthened national solidarity, social justice, cultural
integrity, and consequently, the growth and tranquility of society.
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