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analyzing the verses of Jihad in the Qur'an, the study addresses the
challenges and ambiguities raised concerning the treatment of non-
combatants. It also examines the Qur'anic perspective on the conduct
(Sira) of the Israelites' prophets regarding this issue. Based on the
findings of this research, the Qur'an, in addition to maintaining its own
consistent ethical stance, distinguishes the original teachings of the
prophets from subsequent distortions—a fact that can be substantiated
through historical and textual evidence. In other words, the biblical
commands to punish the innocent were later additions influenced by the
surrounding environment; therefore, they cannot be attributed to the
prophets of Israel.

Extended Abstract

The present article examines "The Approach of the Holy Qur'an and
the Old Testament Regarding the Treatment of Innocents in War." The
aim of the research is to study the commandments of jihad in the Qur'an
and compare them with the war regulations of the Old Testament. This
comparison is conducted from two perspectives: "the level of moral
precision of these two texts" and "the degree of the Qur'an's independence
and comprehensiveness in its interaction with the Old Testament." The
research method is historical-analytical, and efforts have been made,
through examining the primary texts alongside commentaries and historical
evidence, to explain and prove the research claim.

For this purpose, the article first addresses the fact that the Old
Testament's war law in some instances explicitly commands the killing of
innocents and defends the destruction of various nations that were hostile
to the Children of Israel. The Old Testament also provides reasons for this
command, which mainly include: "divine punishment to purify the
environment," "response to aggression,” and "preemptive attack to ward
off potential danger.” These reasons are also confirmed in the
commentaries of prominent People of the Book, as can be traced in the
writings of Jewish scholars, Church Fathers, and other high-ranking
interpreters. At the same time, the Old Testament in some instances also
prohibits the punishment of innocents and emphasizes individual
personal responsibility and the necessity of distinguishing between
innocent and guilty — an approach that can also be observed in the works
of Old Testament commentators. Historically, some People of the Book,
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citing the Old Testament, have deemed the genocide of hostile peoples and
nations necessary, examples of which can be seen in their wars with
Muslims, the indigenous peoples of the Americas, and the wars of
Christian Rome. At the same time, it is observed that the People of the
Book have sometimes, citing other texts, rejected the killing of innocents.
On the other side, the jihadi verses of the Qur'an are examined in three
categories. The first category consists of verses prohibiting the killing of
and aggression against innocents, which emphasize an individual's moral
responsibility for his own sins (and the non-transference of that
responsibility to innocents). The second category comprises verses on
jihad against polytheists, and the third category includes verses on jihad
against the People of the Book. In this process, it is explained that the
Qur'an, based on its own foundation, has placed restrictions on jihad
against enemies to prevent harm to innocents as much as possible. Then,
the Holy Qur'an's view on the law (Sharias) of the prophets of the Children
of Israel — on this same subject — is examined. At this stage, it is
explained that the Holy Qur'an considers the abstention from punishing
innocents to be among the teachings of Prophet Abraham (AS) and the
prophets of the Children of Israel, meaning that these great figures held
each person responsible for their own actions and never supported the
punishment of all individuals of a family or community (for the enmity of
some of its members). Rather, it was the Children of Israel who later
disobeyed the teachings of their prophets in this regard. The Qur'an states
that it intends to clarify the divine commandments in this matter in order
to return the People of the Book to the truth of their religion, and in this
context, for example, it also corrects a phrase from the Talmud (which had
been incorporated into the interpretation of the Torah). In the next step,
this claim of the Qur'an is examined based on evidence within the text of
the OIld Testament and historical works: does this evidence support the
Qur'an's claim, or is there no proof of distortion in this matter? According
to the findings of this research, there is a contradiction within the text of
the Old Testament itself, and this problem has also extended into the
commentaries and history of the People of the Book (not merely being a
matter of critics' interpretations or disagreement among commentators).
On the other hand, the Qur'an in this context has a moderate and coherent
presupposition about moral responsibility, and this same presupposition
is extended into the laws of jihad, unaffected by the common tradition of
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the Arab environment; rather, in its critique of the Old Testament, it
separates the teachings of the prophets from later distortions. In other
words, according to historical documents and evidence from the Old
Testament text, the command to punish innocents was gradually added
under the influence of neighboring peoples, and the agents of this
development were the kings of Judah; therefore, those commands cannot
be attributed to the prophets of the Children of Israel. Consequently, in
the corpus of the Old Testament, we are faced with the legacy of two
different streams regarding the laws of war: texts that call for justice
toward enemies and reject genocide, and other texts that call for the
complete destruction of an enemy's family or community and present the
beginning of the Children of Israel's settlement in the Promised Land
alongside the destruction of several nations. This is a truth that the
Qur'an, in its interaction with the legacy of the People of the Book, has
clearly pointed out. Given the circumstances of the Qur'an's revelation —
where no Arabic translation of the Old Testament or the Talmud existed at
that time — this matter indicates the Qur'an's particular comprehensiveness
in its interaction with other religious texts.
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