Farhange Razavi

https://www.farhangerazavi.ir tea

The Status of Theological Hadiths in Razavi Culture: A Study
Through the Lens of Pierre Bourdieu’s Theory of Social Capital

Alireza Ashtari Tafreshi ®!

1. Assistant Professor of the Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of theology
and Islamic Studies, Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran: ashtari.tafreshi@atu.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

Article History:

Received:
July 22, 2024

In Revised Form:
November 13, 2024

Accepted:
November 21, 2024

Published Online:
May 05, 2026

Keywords:

The Imami society of Razavi’s era was dynamic and had all political, so-
cial and religious capacities. The semantic and didactic centrality of Imam
Reza (PBUH) led to the formation of a special model of worldview, beliefs,
behaviors and actions in this society, which can be called Razavi culture.
In a number of hadiths of Imam Reza (PBUH), which are available in the
hadith collections of Imams, from Al-Tawheed by Sheikh Sadouq to Musnad
al-Reza (PBUH), theological topics can be studied under the headings of
principles of Imamiyyah. Based on a library and descriptive-citation method,
benefiting from the historical analysis of the period of Imam Reza (PBUH)
and using the concepts of Bourdieu’s capital theory, which defines the cultur-
al demarcations within each society under the title of “social field”, this re-
search has shown that the theological hadiths of Imam Reza (PBUH) are part
of the main frameworks of the social field of the Imamiyyah, which are used
to build or stabilize the different aspects of the Shiite religious principles
such as monotheism, prophet hood and Imamate; by explaining the concepts
of faith, beliefs and religious foundations of Shiism, these hadiths cause
differentiation, a reformist attempt to explain, or an approach of rejection
against deviant beliefs, as well as confrontation with hostile approaches of
other religions, when the process have the ability to be analytically matched
with the concept of social fields in Bourdieu’s capital theory. The social field
of Imamiyyah in the Razavi era contributed to the consolidation of Shia be-
lief as a dynamic belief-practice religion against the denial efforts of every
competing social field, including Islamic and non-Islamic, and it was a part
of the history of the survival of Imamiyyah culture.
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1. Introduction

During the Imamate of Imam Reza (a.s.), the ancient beliefs of different regions
of Iran, such as Zoroastrianism, still had a significant social presence, Islamic re-
ligions were also strongly active, and within Shiism there were various waves of
theological trends was created with religious and political changes; As after the
martyrdom of Imam Kazim (a.s.), some people who believe in the immortality of
that Imam (a.s.) came into existence under the title of Wagqifiyyah Shia commu-
nity. Before them, some others, the Ismailis, believed in the Imamate of Ismail
bin Ja far. Although the leadership of Imam Reza (a.s.) eventually led to relative
unity. All these social currents were active in the territory of the Islamic Caliph-
ate and were always in conflicting action and reaction with each other so that
they could continue to survive. Among these diverse beliefs, the Shiites of the
Imamiyyah, relying on Imam Reza (a.s.), were alert to the religious challenges
created by rival groups, and an important part of this alertness is “expressed” as
the most important Imamiyyah discourse or cultural element; it can be identified
in the most important written religious heritage of Imamiyyah, i.e. the hadiths of
Imam Reza (a.s.). With this approach, the main problem of the current research
is to analyze the reflection of theological teachings in the hadiths of that Imam
(a.s.) under Bourdieu’s concept of “social fields”.

2. Methods

The method of this research based on historical analysis, which is done with a
library method by studying the hadiths of Imam Reza (a.s.). The theoretical ap-
proach of this research is to compare the data obtained from the historical study
with the concept of social fields in Bourdieu’s theory of capital

3. Discussion conclusion

The social fields of the historical period in question are almost compatible with
the social fields in hadiths; Among the ancient trends with non-monotheistic na-
tures towards Islam, which have historical reports about their social presence
from the first century to the age of Ma'mun, they also have reflections in the
form of dualism and fornication in Razavi’s hadiths. They are faced with a rep-
rimanding approach, at the same time, the ancient religions accepted by Islam,
i.e. Zoroastrianism and Sabianism, have room for social development, but their
monotheistic and prophetic authenticity is questioned. Social fields within Islam,
such as Murja'ah, Qadariyyah, and Jabriyyah, and social fields within Shia, such
as Tafwid and Wagqifiyyah, have a competitive-opposite reflection compared to
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the Imamiyyah, but they are present in the social arena. Of the two important
movements, Zaidiyyah and Ismailiyya have seen less reflection. It is possible
that in the case of Zaidiyyah, it may be related to the consonance of their theo-
logical principles with the Mu’tazilah, which was less distant from the principles
of the Imamiyya, and in the case of the Ismailiyyah, it is probably related to the
period of their imams being hidden or hidden, which means that they did not
appear socially. And logically, there was no reaction of the Imamiyyah towards
them. In the case of Wagqifiyyah, despite the denying and challenging nature of
their speech against the Imamate of Imam Reza (a.s.), the reflected cases of his
guidance with the blessing of the unseen aspects of the dignity of the Imam (a.s.)
are reminiscent of the familiar face of Imam (a.s.) in It is the cognitive discourse
of Imamiyyah, which has always been full of forgiveness, love and shelter, even
for those who were not interested in His Holiness. These categories, along with
the rejection of the discourse of Wagqifiyyah due to the birth of the son of Imam
(a.s.), which was another argument against Wagqifiyyah, show a type of theolog-
ical flow based on meta-mystical intuitions, which is familiar in the late Imami-
yyah culture.

Although the approach of this research was not the validation of hadiths, the
relative compatibility of the social fields of hadiths with the historical context
obtained from the study of other sources indicates the historical validity of an
important part of these hadiths.

The centers of production of the discourse concepts of the Imamiyyah can be
seen in the issues of creation, antiquity and occurrence, the position of the Imams
(a.s.) and the balance in the validity of reason and thinking with the Qur’an and
Hadith; The boundaries of the Imamiyyah social field are also significant in com-
parison with rival fields, especially regarding the issues of animism, waqifiyyah,
dualism, and other religions.

The cognitive and semantic aspects play the most important role in the relation-
ship between theology and social capital, that is, the theological teachings of
Imam (a.s.) have increased the social capital of Imamiyyah. On the other hand,
the didactic aspect of theological beliefs, which is mostly followed through ex-
planation in Razavi culture, has similarities with the concept of educational in-
stitution in the theory of capital; In other words, the hadith legacy of Imam (a.s.)
has emerged as an educational institution.

“Meaning and Respect” which are proposed under the concept of symbolic cap-
ital, are collected in the central symbol of “Imam” in Imamiyyah, and in the age
of occultism, religious scholars can be the bearers of it or legitimacy/acceptance
in the society.
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Bourdieu considered the tools of symbolic capital to be human capabilities such
as language and art, so knowledge and belief can also be added to this list.

The cognitive aspect of symbolic capital is directly related to the issue of “Dis-
course” in society or the “platform of common understanding or social field”,
that is, the production of a common cognitive aspect helps to understand com-
mon issues such as respect and legitimacy and facilitates the domain Acceptance
becomes aligned with that discourse in the society. The effort to increase the
scope of public acceptance can also be counted as one of the functions of theo-
logical science, which in the period of this research, with the teachings of Imam
(a.s.) practically expands the social field of Imamiyyah. In this way, the period of
Imamate of Imam Reza (a.s.) can be considered as one of the important periods
in the history of Shia Imamiyyah, in which the Shia community was alive and
could have a dynamic and developing social field, and an important part of this
process took place through theology.
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