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Article Info Abstract

Article Type: The field of cultural economy is one of the new and profitable fields that
Research Article can provide good solutions to solve the financial problems of cultural or-
ganizations with scientific study. Astan Quds Razavi organization is one of
the organizations that is active in the field of cultural economy; But it has
Article History: S
not yet been able to use the many capacities it has. On the other hand, due
to the lack of research in this field and considerations related to the Astan
Received: Quds Razavi organization; For example: the image and brand of Imam
July 24, 2024 Reza (PBUH), there is no research that can solve this need. The current
research tries to extract the components of the cultural economy in Astan
Quds Razavi by using thematic analysis method by emphasizing the narra-
In Revised Form: tions of Oyyun Al-Akhbar Al-Reza (PBUH) and using the statements of the
September 22, 2024 gupreme Leader Ali Khamenei, the macro policies of Astan Quds Razavi
and theoretical litrature. After extracting the texts related to the research

from the mentioned sources, about 1200 initial codes were extracted. After
Accepted:

September 22, 2024 screening and combining the initial codes, 99 basic themes, 20 Organizing

themes and 6 global themes were extracted; global themes are including
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“productivity, cost reduction and revenue increase”, “image and prestige of
Published Online: Astan Quds Razavi”, “attention to synergy, coherence and coordination”,
May 05, 2026 “Strategic planning, foresight, rationality, and scientific awareness”,

ativity and innovation” and “contextual conditions and activity infrastruc-

ture”. Finally, the network of themes presented in this research can help

cre-
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policy makers of cultural economy in Astan Quds Razavi for successful planning in this field.

Keywords:
Culrural economics, Creative industries, Razavi Culture, Astan Quds Razavi,
Oyyun Al-Akhbar Al-Reza (PBUH) book, Thematic analysis.

Introduction

In the cultural economy, an effort is made to establish a relationship between
culture and economic output. The term “cultural economy” refers to a specific
sub-sector of economic activity that relates to cultural products and activities
(such as music, film and art) (Pratt, 2009). Regarding the importance of the cul-
tural economy, it should be said that the effect of the cultural economy on in-
creasing the speed of development and economic growth and even part of the
development or lack of economic development has been proven (Boccella &
Salerno, 2016; Kostis, 2021; Petrakis, 2014; Petrakis et al. 2015). Considering
the importance of cultural economy and on the other hand the problems that have
been in the way of these industries and related activities, there is a need to pay
special attention to this issue.

Asgtan Quds Razavi is one of the largest non-governmental and non-profit orga-
nizations with huge cultural capacity and high social acceptability. Astan Quds
Razavi has paid attention to the importance of cultural work and cultural prod-
ucts in his policies; But so far no successful planning has been done in this field
and the plans made so far have failed.

This research is attempting to determine the components related to the cultural
economy in the context of Astan Quds Razavi. In addition, it should be kept in
mind that the final target level of this research is the level of policy making;
Extracting and presenting the components of cultural economy in Astan Quds
Razavi for the policy makers of this organization.

In this research, an attempt is made to extract the components related to this re-
search using the theme analysis method; According to the previous explanations,
it should be said that since this research has different dimensions; Therefore, it is
necessary to use different sources.

Considering that the research site is Astan Quds Razavi, it is necessary to pay
attention to the current policies in this organization. According to this previous
explanations, there is a need to review the policies of Astan Quds Razavi.

Considering that the Astan Quds Razavi organization is known with the image
and brand of Imam Reza (PBUH) and the macro policies of this organization
also refer to this point (for example, the text of the mission of this organization);
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Therefore, it is necessary to pay attention to the image and aspects related to
Imam Reza (PBUH). To extract the image of Imam Reza (PBUH), the book
Ayun al-Akhbar al-Reza (PBUH) is used.

Among the macro policies of Astan Quds Razavi, attention is paid to the foun-
dations and discourse of the Islamic Revolution (Policy 6 of public policies),
especially The Second Step Statement by the Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei
(Policy 14 of the announced policies of Astan Quds Razavi Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization); In order to do this, in this research, the cultural speech of the
Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, which are related to culture and fall under the
executive scope of Astan Quds Razavi, are used.

Considering that the general atmosphere of this research is related to the field
of cultural economy, it is obvious that the final output of this research should be
strengthened with the real field and experimental issues of this field by using the
experiences in this field. For this purpose, the theoretical findings of this field
(national and international) are used to help increase the quality of the output of
this research.

After analysing the related texts from various sources, this reaserch concluded
that in the field of cultural economy, in addition to financial aspects such as “pro-
ductivity, cost reduction, and revenue increase”, attention must also be given to
non-financial aspects such as “contextual conditions and activity infrastructure”,
“creativity and innovation”, “attention to synergy, coherence and coordination”,
and “strategic planning, foresight, rationality, and scientific awareness”. Con-
sidering that the target organization of this research is Astan Quds Razavi, the
“image and prestige of Astan Quds Razavi” must also be considered. In other
words, an effective cultural economy policy to be implemented in Astan Quds
Razavi should address the components identified in this research and, to fulfill
each of these components, should consider the related subcategories (organizing
themes) of each mentioned aspect.

For example, regarding the component of “the image and prestige of Astan Quds
Razavi”, attention should be given to “creating a unique brand and appropri-
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ate image”, “preserving, developing, and transmiting (explaining) Iranian-Is-
lamic culture and knowledge”, “maintaining the dignity and requirements of a
religious-cultural organization (organizational culture)” and “exercising gover-

nance, supervision, and evaluation.”

The policy-making process does not include operational details; however, it
should be noted that implementing the formulated policies requires further oper-
ational and detailed investigations, which involve additional processes. Utilizing
the network of themes extracted by this research to formulate operational and
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executive programs, it can be said that for each of the organizing and compre-
hensive themes, the related basic themes should be considered. For instance,
concerning the component of “the image and prestige of Astan Quds Razavi”
(comprehensive theme), attention can be given to “using Iranian-Islamic art and
architecture and civilizational symbolism”, “based on endowments and dona-
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tions and its popular characteristics”, “the spirituality and sanctity of the orga-
nization and the dignity of Islam and Shiism”, “the image and brand of Imam
Reza and the centrality of the Imam Reza shrine,” “the culture of service and
pilgrim-centricity”, and other basic themes in drafting operational programs to

achieve the policies related to “the image and prestige of Astan Quds Razavi.”

Ultimately, it is suggested to the managers and policymakers of Astan Quds Ra-
zavi to consider the extracted components for planning and policy-making in
the field of the cultural economy to be able to formulate effective programs and
policies.
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