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Extended Abstract

Introduction and Objectives: The levels and degrees of religiosity are one of the
important topics in Islamic education, which was first raised in the Quran and the
traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt, and then gradually received attention among Muslim
thinkers and intellectuals, and many studies have been conducted in this field. How-
ever, it seems that this topic still needs further study, because concepts such as righ-
teousness, truthfulness, proximity, and precedence are raised in the verses of the
Quran, which can express levels of faith, while these concepts have not been con-
sidered in the discussions raised about the levels of faith by Muslim thinkers.
This article does not intend to examine all levels of religiosity, but rather focuses on
two important ones, namely faith and piety, in order to extract their differences and
similarities from the verses of the Quran, determine their characteristics, and based on
these characteristics, examine their implications for religious education. The impor-
tance of this research is that so far, an in-depth study has not been conducted on the
relationship between faith and piety and their characteristics, while analyzing these
characteristics can help develop a comprehensive approach to religious education.
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Research Method: The research method of this research is a combination of themat-
ic and inferential interpretation, in which the relevant verses are first identified and the
meaning of each verse is extracted, and then the family of verses is examined for a more
precise understanding. Also, the related narrations are considered as the expounders of the
divine word. Then, the themes and meanings are classified and the characteristics of faith
and piety are extracted, and finally, their educational implications are presented using the
inferential method.
Research Findings: Characteristics of Faith According to the verses and narrations, faith
is a higher order than Islam and lower than piety, and its basic characteristics are: a)
Heartfelt faith in the fundamental teachings of Islam that has not reached the stage of
intellectual or heart certainty; b) Adherence to performing religious duties within the nor-
mal limits, i.e. performing important and well-known obligatory and forbidden duties.
Characteristics of piety
Piety is higher than faith and lower than certainty, and its basic characteristics are:
Complete adherence. Piety is used in the Quran in contrast to immorality (Shams, 8).
From this contrast, it is understood that from the perspective of the Quran, a person with
piety completely adheres to religious teachings and does what he should do and does not
do what he should not do. From other verses (Aal-Imran, 134-135; Al-Bagarah, 3-5) it is
understood that the pious are at a high level both in terms of knowledge and belief, and in
terms of practice and morality, they adhere to all religious commands, and for this reason,
God has counted them among the truthful (Al-Bagarah, 177).
Honesty. One of the basic characteristics of piety is sincerity, that is, the correspondence
of the external with the internal, and the correspondence of belief with speech and behav-
ior, and this indicates a deep understanding and firm faith in God, prophecy, and religious
teachings, and verse 177 of Surah Al-Bagarah and 15 chapters clearly indicate this. Ac-
cording to the verses, the pious are the righteous (Al-Bagarah, 177) and it is narrated from
the Prophet: “Whoever acts upon this verse has perfected his faith; (Tabatabai, 1391, vol.
1, p. 431) Whoever acts upon this verse has perfected his faith.”
Honesty. The second characteristic of piety that is mentioned frequently in the Quran is
“goodness” and honesty. “Goodness” as one of the levels of piety and faith, in the Quran
means “doing a good deed” (= a righteous action) (Tabatabai, 1391, vol. 1, p. 258). Fur-



Islamic. Edu. 2026. Spring 21(55): 49-78 ;

Islamic Education (EDU)

Journal homepage: https://islamicedu.rihu.ac.ir/

DOI:10.30471/EDU.2025.10579.2962

Original Article
thermore, the word “lhsan” also means to do good. A good person is one who does good
deeds and good deeds with goodness. (At-Tawbah, 91).

Certain Faith. The third important characteristic of piety is certain faith, which empha-
sizes deep and undoubted religious knowledge (Al-Hujurat, 15). The pious have a certain
knowledge of monotheism, prophethood, and resurrection that is based on rational evi-
dence and intuition, not just verbal confession or superficial belief.

Level of religiosity

Characteristics

Essential Adherence to the
Faith knowledge and most important ** faled
presumptive faith teachings
. Knowledge and . Honesty and
Piety 9 Full commitment Honesty Y

faith are certain

kindness

Conclusion and explanation of educational implications: The goal of religious education
is not only Islam and verbal confession, but also laying the groundwork for the formation of
faith and piety in the trainee. To achieve these goals, changes must be made in the trainee,
with the characteristics of faith and piety guiding these changes. For faith, two character-
istics are important: a minimum of understanding and comprehension and a minimum of
mastery over negative tendencies and desires that prevent the implementation of the teach-
ings. To achieve piety, honesty and integrity must be cultivated in addition to these two.
Based on the analysis of the characteristics, the desired approach to religious education is
based on four pillars:

1. Awareness and thought-provoking (mental dimension) which is accompanied by teach-
ing religious knowledge and developing the power of thinking,

2. Mastery over negative desires and tendencies (emotional dimension),

3. Honesty, meaning the correspondence of appearance and interiority (behavioral dimen-
sion),

4. Honesty and benevolence, meaning the accurate and complete performance of religious
duties (behavioral dimension).

This approach is comprehensive and covers all mental, emotional, and behavioral dimen-
sions of man in order to develop true and solid religiosity in the learner.
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