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The issue of identity holds a fundamental position in the discourse of
the Islamic Revolution, as its system of meaning is constructed around
the formation of a revolutionary and Islamic identity and political
orientations. The importance of this issue has intensified in the current
period due to confrontations against this identity and efforts to empty
Iranian identity of its Islamic aspirations. Therefore, the preservation
and reproduction of this identity among the younger generation should
be a concern for policymakers. Drawing on the Survey of Iranian Values
and Attitudes (2016-2023), this article analyzes the revolutionary
identity and political preferences of Iranians, particularly the youth.
Findings indicate that revolutionary identity, especially among
the youth, has declined in some key categories but still remains in
an acceptable state. However, the ideological preferences of the
respondents reveal widespread dissatisfaction with the status quo;
57.6% of all respondents and an even larger proportion of the youth
believe the country’s situation requires reform or fundamental change.
This indicates a tendency toward more radical preferences.

This trend recalls Maurice Duverger’s warning about the consequences
of the people’s disconnection from revolutionary ideology, such
as a crisis of legitimacy. Therefore, it is necessary for authorities
to consolidate the foundations of the revolution and avoid futile
polarization through discourse formation, providing open social and
political spaces, and addressing reformist and radical demands.
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Introduction

Although the concern for identity in Iranian society is a historical issue and has received
more attention with the entry of modernity into Iranian society, the place of the issue
of identity in the discourse of the Islamic Revolution is a fundamental issue; because
the semantic system of the discourse of the Islamic Revolution revolves around identity
in the construction of revolutionary and Islamic identity. What makes this issue more
important in the current period are the conflicts formed against this identity and the
efforts of the opponents to delegitimize this identity and to empty the identity of Iranians
of the characteristics of revolutionism and Islamism. Since this identity is one of the
basic components of political stability and consolidation of sovereignty, its preservation
and reproduction among the younger generations of Iranian society must be one of the
fundamental concerns of the Islamic Republic system. This requires monitoring the values
and attitudes of Iranian society, especially the revolutionary identity, and consequently
political preferences.

Methods

The basis of this research is secondary analysis and the level of macro-analysis (country).
The basis of further analysis is based on the findings of the National Survey of Iranian
Values and Attitudes (2016). The statistical population of this research is all people over
the age of 15 living in cities and villages in Iran, and 14,906 residents of urban and rural
areas participated in it. Also, the data of the 1402 survey, which is related to revolutionary
identity and the tendency to the existing order, was used. The conceptual framework
for measuring Iranian values and attitudes (2016) regarding revolutionary identity is
based on five items: the Islamic Revolution has increased the country’s independence
on the world stage; the existence of the Jurisprudence has brought security to society;
the Islamic Revolution has increased the level of people’s participation in the country’s
affairs; Iran will become an advanced country in the future; and the item that after the
Islamic Revolution, the level of attention of the government and the government to the
disadvantaged in society has increased. But this indicator has been measured in the values
and attitudes of Iranians (2023) with only two words: the Islamic Revolution has increased
the country’s independence on the world stage, and the existence of the Supreme Leader
has brought security to society.

Results

According to the research findings, the revolutionary identity of Iranians has changed
significantly in the period between the two surveys, due to the changes and socio-political
events that have occurred. We are witnessing a decrease in the ratio of supporters to
opponents, especially among the young generation, in some key categories. However, the
revolutionary approach of Iranians is still in an acceptable state, but this does not mean
accepting all the implications of revolutionism in line with the official discourse, because
their ideological preferences show that 57.6 percent of respondents do not consider the
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current situation desirable and consider it in need of reform. Also, 28.3 percent of all
respondents and 33.1 percent of young respondents do not consider the country’s situation
to be reformable and want a fundamental change in the current situation. This shows that
the ideological preferences of Iranians, especially young people, are changing towards
radicalization. However, it is worth noting that although the percentage of respondents
who want to reform the current situation has remained almost constant in both surveys,
the number of supporters of the status quo has decreased and the number of opponents
has increased. This change in attitude can be interpreted as meaning that supporters of the
status quo have become reformist in the two surveys due to the changes that have occurred
in society, and reformers have also adopted a radical approach in the time interval between
the two surveys, and this is not a good sign for the stability of the existing order.

Conclusion

According to the findings of the research, it is necessary for the authorities to strengthen
the foundations of the Islamic Revolution and realize its ideals by creating a discourse and
providing an open social space and a platform for political freedoms, and to avoid creating
bipolar spaces in less important categories, and not only to always maintain and strengthen
their commitment to the values, culture, and identity of the Islamic Revolution, but also to
strengthen and expand the basis for others to adhere to Islamic-Iranian values by pursuing
all the ideals and goals of the Muslim people of Iran. This issue is in line with Maurice
Duverger’s warning that if the people’s connection with the revolutionary ideology is
severed, various crises will arise, including political illegitimacy and, consequently, the
creation of an attitude among the people that the government is illegitimate. Citizens
disobey a government they believe is unjust, and in this case, violence and intimidation will
become the only basis of government, which will be in conflict with the values and ideals
of the 1957 revolution, the most prominent aspects of which are freedom and opposition
to tyranny, justice and opposition to economic inequalities, and independent development.
The desire of 27.4 percent of respondents to fundamentally change the status quo and its
emergence in the 1401 protests clearly expresses this issue.
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