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Article Info Abstract

In the twentieth century, the spread of materialistic ideologies such
as communism that sought to marginalize or replace the family
institution in Western societies also influenced parts of the Islamic
world. In response, many Muslim scholars and thinkers, grounded in
Islamic teachings, actively defended the family as a fundamental social
institution, with particular emphasis on the educational and formative
role of mothers. Among these figures, Imam Khomeini, a prominent
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Family Institution; Imam Khomeini; Sayyid | This study aims to examine and compare the perspectives of Imam
Qutb; Motherhood; Education. Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb on the necessity of the family institution,

focusing specifically on the educational role of the mother. The
research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach and is based on
library sources. The findings indicate significant commonalities
between the two thinkers, including their emphasis on the family as
an institution rooted in Islamic teachings, the central role of mothers
in the moral and spiritual upbringing of children, and their explicit
opposition to ideological currents that undermine the family structure.
Nevertheless, Imam Khomeini’s perspective is distinguished by a
more comprehensive and multidimensional understanding of women’s
educational roles within the family and a stronger emphasis on the
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Introduction

During the twentieth century, the weakening of the family institution in Western societies
extended beyond geographical boundaries and exerted considerable influence on Islamic
countries as well. In response to these developments, many scholars and intellectuals of
the Islamic world refused to remain silent and critically engaged with such ideologies
on the basis of Islamic principles. Among the most prominent of these figures are Imam
Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb.

Imam Khomeini (1902-1989), as the founder of the Islamic Republic of Iran and one of the
most influential Shi‘i jurists of the modern era, articulated extensive views on the family
through his speeches, writings, and personal conduct. His practical life and interactions
within his own family provide a model of the Islamic family grounded in ethical and
educational values.

Similarly, Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966), an Egyptian Sunni thinker, writer, and theorist,
addressed the issue of the family and its significance in several of his works. Due to the
convergence of his views with those of Imam Khomeini regarding the centrality of the
family and the educational role of mothers, this study seeks to highlight both the shared
and divergent aspects of their perspectives.

Accordingly, the main research question is: How do Imam Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb
conceptualize the necessity of the family institution, with particular emphasis on the
educational role of the mother?

Research Method
This study employs a descriptive—analytical method and relies on library-based sources,
including primary texts and relevant secondary literature.

Discussion and Findings

From an Islamic perspective, the family is regarded as the primary institution for human
education and moral development. Both Imam Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb assign a central
position to the family within their educational frameworks. Imam Khomeini viewed the
family as one of the most influential social institutions and emphasized the particularly
sensitive role of mothers in shaping the moral character of children.

In Islamic teachings, marriage is considered the foundational step in forming a sound
family. According to Imam Khomeini, encouraging marriage among young people
serves to channel natural human instincts in a healthy and constructive manner, thereby
preventing moral deviation. He argued that the moral condition of society is closely linked
to the moral environment of families; a virtuous society nurtures virtuous individuals,
while moral corruption inevitably reproduces itself across generations.

Beyond his theoretical views, Imam Khomeini’s personal conduct reflected his commitment
to family life, as he maintained close engagement with his family despite extensive public
responsibilities.

Sayyid Qutb likewise emphasized the enduring significance of the family institution,



3 Hamideh Daneshjoo, Hadi Vakili, Fatemeh Jan Ahmadi: The Necessity of the Family Institution ...

arguing that despite materialist attempts to dismantle it, the family remains a secure
foundation for moral education and social development. He viewed marriage as a natural
and divinely ordained institution rooted in human nature. Qutb criticized Western societies
for oscillating between excess and neglect in matters related to sexual instincts, while
maintaining that Islam recognizes and regulates these instincts without suppressing them.
Regarding the educational role of mothers, Imam Khomeini identified the family—
particularly the mother’s nurturing environment—as the starting point of child
development. He frequently likened the formative role of mothers to the prophetic mission
of human cultivation. He also strongly defended the dignity of motherhood against modern
cultural narratives that sought to devalue it, arguing that the moral strength or weakness of
society ultimately originates from women’s role in nurturing future generations.

Sayyid Qutb, emphasizing the principle of role differentiation within the family, argued
that responsibilities should be allocated according to the natural dispositions of men
and women. Drawing on Qur’anic teachings, particularly verse 34 of Surah al-Nisa’, he
viewed men as responsible for leadership and financial provision, while assigning women
the primary role of nurturing and educating children. He maintained that this division of
responsibilities reflects functional harmony rather than gender-based preference.

Conclusion

This study examined the necessity of the family institution with emphasis on the educational
role of mothers from the perspectives of Imam Khomeini and Sayyid Qutb. The findings
demonstrate that both thinkers regard the family as a sacred institution rooted in Islamic
principles and emphasize the central role of mothers in moral and educational formation.
While Sayyid Qutb’s perspective largely revolves around role differentiation based on
Qur’anic interpretation, Imam Khomeini presents a more comprehensive and integrated
understanding of women’s educational roles within the family. His approach highlights
the coherence and mutual reinforcement of women’s familial, social, and spiritual
responsibilities, offering a more multidimensional framework for understanding
motherhood in Islamic thought.
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