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Abstract
mong the Islamic traditions, there are narrations of great re-
A nown and profound theological, philosophical, and mystical
significance that, with minor variations in wording, have been
transmitted in various Hadith, theological, mystical, and even
Jurisprudential sources, and have always been a subject of reflection and
debate. One such famous Qudsi Hadith states: “I have never hesitated in
any of My actions, except in taking the soul and death of the believing
servant, for he dislikes death, and I do not approve of causing him distress
and discomfort.” This Hadith has been transmitted both independently
and within the well-known traditions of “‘the nearness through supererog-
atory acts” (Qurb al-Nawdafil) and “the nearness through obligatory
acts” (Qurb al-Fard'id), as well as in certain supplications. The main
objective of this research is a comparative study of the views of tradition-
ists (Muhaddithin), jurists (Fugaha), theologians (Mutakallimin), philos-
ophers (Falasafah), and mystics (‘urafa) regarding the interpretation of
the meaning of divine hesitation in this narration. Employing a descrip-
tive-analytical method, this research evaluates the authenticity of the
chain of transmission and the textual indications of the Hadith, and exam-
ines the various opinions. The findings indicate that by preserving the
apparent wording of the Hadith and drawing upon philosophical and
mystical principles, a reasonable interpretation of this narration can be
obtained that does not conflict with the views of traditionists and jurists.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Qudst Hadith, “Ma taraddadtu ‘an shay’in ana fa‘iluhu ka-taraddudr fi qabdi rathi
‘abdt al-mu’'min” (“I have never hesitated about anything I do as I hesitated in taking
the soul of My believing servant”), is among the narrations that, despite its linguistic
conciseness, carries profound implications in theological, philosophical, and mystical
domains. The essence of the narration conveys that God never hesitates in any of His
actions except in taking the soul of a believing servant, because the servant dislikes
death, and God does not delight in his discomfort. At first glance, the term “hesitation”
may imply a fluctuation of will or indecision; however, according to the principles of
monotheism, God possesses eternal omniscience, absolute will, and omnipotent, and
there is no place for ignorance, hesitation, or change in His sacred essence. Therefore,
this Hadith has long been a subject of discussion among traditionists, theologians, phi-
losophers, and mystics, each attempting to offer an interpretation compatible with their
own epistemic principles. The central problem of this study is how the meaning of “hes-
itation” in this HadTth can be explained in a way that aligns with the principle of divine
transcendence (Tanzih) while preserving the apparent wording of the narration.

The significance of this narration is threefold. First, from a theological standpoint,
attributing hesitation to God, if understood in a human sense, implies imperfection in
the divine essence and contradicts Tanzih. Second, from a philosophical perspective,
the issue is connected with principles such as the simplicity of the divine essence, the
identity of attributes with essence, and the best-of-all-possible-worlds system (al-Nizam
al-Ahsan). Third, in Islamic mysticism, the Hadith is seen as an expression of the loving
relationship between God and the servant and occupies a distinguished place in explain-
ing the connection between divine love and the taking of the soul. The narration is trans-
mitted in both Sh1‘T and Sunni sources with similar expressions and has been widely
accepted by many Hadith scholars, indicating that it cannot be disregarded merely due
to conceptual difficulty.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach. Its the-
oretical framework is based on three axes: the principle of divine transcendence in
Islamic theology, the philosophical foundations of the simplicity of essence and the
best-of-all-possible-worlds system in Islamic wisdom, and the mystical perspective
grounded in divine love and the manifestation of divine Names. Within this framework,
the narration is analyzed not in isolation but in connection with the conceptual system
of each epistemic tradition, enabling a comprehensive interpretation.

Findings

The findings indicate that a convergence can be established among the narrational,
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theological, philosophical, and mystical approaches. In this convergence, divine hesita-
tion does not imply doubt or change of will but expresses simultaneous attention to two
aspects of a single act: the necessity of death as a transition to a higher level of existence,
and consideration of the believer’s aversion to death. These two aspects are manifested
in the act through patience, delay, or preparation of the servant. Such an interpretation,
while faithful to the apparent wording of the narration, avoids attributing imperfection
to the divine essence and is consistent with philosophical and mystical foundations.

Discussion

The convergence of the four interpretive traditions demonstrates that the Hadith’s
language is figurative, not literal, and is intended to communicate the intensity of divine
care and love for the believer. The apparent tension between divine transcendence and
the term “hesitation” dissolves once hesitation is understood not as an attribute of the
divine essence but as a description of how two simultaneous demands-the universal law
of death and the particular mercy toward the believer-relate to each other in the sphere
of divine action. This interpretation preserves the theological principle of Tanzih, the
philosophical principles of simplicity and the best system, and the mystical emphasis on
divine love. It also respects the Hadith’s wording without resorting to far-fetched alle-
gory or speculative denial. The diversity of earlier views arises more from differences in
epistemic foundations and terminology than from genuine contradiction.

Conclusion

From an analytic point of view, this Hadith can be understood as an expression of
special honor for the believer, showing that even in the fulfillment of the general law of
death, God’s loving relationship with him is a matter of consideration. Hesitation in this
narration neither indicates a flaw in the divine realm nor requires a far-fetched interpre-
tation; it is a figurative language conveying the intensity of God’s care and attention to
the believer. A comprehensive and comparative approach demonstrates that a coherent
and defensible interpretation is possible, compatible with the principles of divine tran-
scendence and aligned with philosophical and mystical perspectives.
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