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Abstract

iven the importance of substantial motion (al-Harakah
G al-Jawhariyyah) and the essential transformation of the
soul in Mulla Sadrd’s philosophy, this research examines
the relationship between human voluntary actions and the sub-
stantial motion of the soul. The main objective of this article is to
investigate the role of human will and voluntary actions in direct-
ing the trajectory of the soul's evolution. The research method is
explanatory-analytical. The findings indicate that the substantial
motion of humans encompasses both innate (Jibilly) and voluntary
(Irady) movements. Voluntary movement stems from practical in-
tellect (al-‘aql al- ‘amali) and constitutes the basis for the growth
of theoretical intellect (al-‘aql al-Nazari) and the development of
the soul s essence. Furthermore, considering the inner and contin-
uous movement of the soul, the repetition of voluntary actions
leads, on the one hand, to the formation of soul’s traits (Malakat
Nafsani), and on the other hand, determines the path and destina-
tion of the soul s essential motion, which lays the groundwork for
the progress or decline of the human existential substance. In fact,
according to substantial motion, the human soul is in perpetual
flux (Sayalan), and voluntary actions play a fundamental role in
consciously directing its movement. Therefore, a precise under-
standing of the role of will and voluntary actions in Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy can serve as a suitable guide for improving the quality
of human life and spirituality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to Mulla Sadra, the material world is perpetually in motion, and this move-
ment is inherent in the essence and substance of all beings, particularly humans. From
his perspective, humans, after traversing the natural stages of substantial motion—name-
ly, the mineral, plant, and animal stages—reach the stage of the potential intellect (‘aql
Haytlani). He explicitly states that every being possesses a necessary and innate move-
ment (al-Harakah al-Jibliyah wa al-Fitriyah). However, humans, in addition to this, pos-
sess voluntary movement (al-Harakah al-Iradiyah) which enables them to move towards
goodness and perfection. At this stage, humans can, relying on their will and free choice,
continue their path of growth and advancement towards ultimate perfection in a purpose-
ful manner. Thus, unlike other beings whose trajectory of movement is predetermined,
humans can shape their perfectionist path through their will; however, some individuals,
due to incorrect choices, may fail to attain true perfection.

Concerning the issue of the role of voluntary actions in the substantial motion of the soul
and its philosophical foundations, with emphasis on Mulla Sadra’s perspective, no inde-
pendent research had been conducted until the time of this writing. Therefore, questions
requiring correct and appropriate answers arise, which humans, driven by their curiosity
and inquisitiveness, seek to understand: What is the quality of the relationship between
voluntary and optional actions and the inherent and substantial movement of the soul?
Fundamentally, can human voluntary actions, thoughts, and behaviors alter the course of
their inherent and innate movement? How does this change occur? Furthermore, how can
the discussion of such philosophical topics positively influence human practical life and
improve the quality of life?

Method

The primary objective of this research is to examine the role of human will and vol-
untary actions in directing the trajectory of the soul’s perfection. The research method
is descriptive-analytical, and efforts have been made to first formulate the philosophical
foundations of the topic under discussion and then to explain and analyze them based on
Sadrian wisdom. For this purpose, the software collection of Mulla Sadra’s works was
utilized.

Findings

The findings indicate that action (Fi‘l) and deed (‘amal) are two distinct concepts. Ac-
tion refers to the effect emanating from a being, whether based on knowledge and inten-
tion or not, and whether originating from a human, animal, or inanimate object. However,
the term “deed” is applied only to those actions that originate from specific sources, arise
from knowledge, awareness, intention, and free choice, and are therefore accompanied by
praise, blame, and responsibility.
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The substantial motion of humans includes both innate (involuntary) and voluntary
movements. Voluntary movement stems from practical intellect and forms the basis for the
growth of theoretical intellect and the perfection of the soul’s essence. Furthermore, con-
sidering the inner and continuous movement of the soul, the repetition of voluntary actions
leads to the formation of character traits (al-Malakat al-Nafsaniyah), and simultaneously,
it determines the path and destination of the soul’s substantial motion—which lays the
groundwork for the progress or decline of the human existential essence. Therefore, deed
is one dimension of human existence and is addressed within the discussion of human will.

According to Mulla Sadra, will in animal actions is the same assured desire arising from
the faculty of desire (al-Quwwah al-Shawgiyyah), but in human actions, it is the decree
of practical intellect. In Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system, and considering the fluidity
of the human soul, the role of voluntary actions is decisive. Therefore, the repetition of
actions gives rise to character traits, and these character traits, in turn, give rise to new
actions. Considering his principles, it can be said that humans choose and determine the
direction of the soul’s substantial motion through their actions. Therefore, action is, in
fact, a sustainer and perpetuator of the soul’s substantial motion. It can be stated that the
role of voluntary actions in directing the substantial motion of the soul is fundamental and
constant, and the human soul is not a static and inert existence.

Conclusion

In Mulla Sadra’s philosophical system, the soul is constantly in motion. Every action
within a human being creates a form of existence and affects the substantial motion of
the soul; for the nature of every existent thing is to exert influence. Voluntary actions de-
termine the path and direction of the soul’s substantial motion. From his perspective, the
human soul is a mutable and evolving being that, without training, is constantly exposed
to decline and deficiency; because every action that emanates from the soul affects the
human being and alters the course of their substantial motion. Therefore, the relationship
between voluntary action and character traits is reciprocal: voluntary action is the cause
of the formation of character traits, and character traits, in turn, cause the repetition of
actions. Humans are the only beings who can take control of the direction of their soul's
substantial motion.
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