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Abstract

n Islamic philosophy, the discussion of the immateriality of the
I soul (Tajarrud al-Nafs) constitutes one of the most fundamental
and complex topics in philosophical anthropology, which has
consistently engaged the attention of Muslim philosophers. Thinkers such
as Avicenna, adducing various proofs, sought to demonstrate the immate-
riality of the soul. However, in the contemporary era, certain scholars—in-
cluding Ayatollah Fayyadr—have undertaken a critical re-examination of
these proofs, scrutinizing their foundations and premises and casting doubt
upon their validity and completeness. Adopting an analytical-critical ap-
proach, the present research investigates the most significant critiques ad-
vanced by Fayyadi concerning Avicenna's arguments for the soul s imma-
teriality. Among these critiques are the following: doubt concerning the
indivisibility of intelligible forms, denial of the necessary connection be-
tween immateriality and indivisibility, challenge to the self-evidence of the
distinction between degrees of perceptual intensity, rejection of the existen-
tial distinction between sensory and intellectual faculties based on the cri-
terion of immateriality, dismissal of the “Flying Man” argument as unreal,
objection to the manner in which cognitive forms are individuated given
their attribution to a particular subject, and finally, denial of the correla-
tion between immateriality and unity on the one hand and materiality and
multiplicity on the other. The findings of this research indicate that most of
these critiques suffer from serious logical and epistemological flaws and
lack the demonstrative force to refute Avicenna’s cogent proofs for the im-
materiality of the soul. Consequently, the final analysis of this study em-
phasizes that the classical arguments of Islamic philosophy concerning the
soul s immateriality, despite certain challenges, retain their requisite co-
herence and demonstrative strength, and Fayyadi's critiques lack the logi-
cal sufficiency to invalidate them.

Cite this article: Saidi, M.; Farahmadkia, M.R. (2025). A Critical Assessment of
Gholamreza Fayyadi’s Critiques of Avicenna’s Arguments for the Immateriality of
the Rational Soul. Islamic Philosophical Doctrines, 20(36), 261-284.
https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2025.7488.1647

© TheAuthor(s). Publisher: Razavi University of Idamic Sciences.



mailto:m.saidiy%40yahoo.com%20?subject=
mailto:mohammad.farahmadkia110%40gmail.com?subject=
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-7186-3497
https://doi.org/10.30513/ipd.2025.7488.1647 

LS 3L 000 5 (S ko Sgazen /Ll ABLU ks 3,25 (a0 o a5l Liyedlé lolizsl ) ||||||||||||||||||||||

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The immateriality of the rational soul (al-Nafs al-Natiqah) constitutes one of the most
central and enduring debates in Islamic philosophy and philosophical anthropology.
This issue plays a foundational role in explaining human self-awareness, intellectual
cognition, moral responsibility, and the soul’s persistence beyond bodily death. Muslim
philosophers have traditionally maintained that the true essence of the human being
cannot be reduced to the material body and that the rational soul possesses an immaterial
mode of existence independent of corporeal conditions. Among these philosophers, Avi-
cenna stands out as the most systematic and influential thinker who developed a com-
prehensive set of rational arguments to establish the immateriality of the rational soul.

Avicenna’s proofs—such as the indivisibility of intelligible forms, the absence of
bodily characteristics in intellectual cognition, the soul’s constant awareness of itself,
the apprehension of universals, and the unity of consciousness—have shaped the tra-
jectory of Islamic philosophical psychology. These arguments were largely accepted by
later philosophers, including Mulla Sadra and al-Sabzawari, who either defended them
or offered refinements within their own philosophical systems. Despite this long-stand-
ing acceptance, contemporary scholars have revisited these classical arguments in light
of modern philosophical concerns.

One of the most notable contemporary critiques is presented by Gholamreza Fayyadi,
who challenges the validity and sufficiency of Avicenna’s proofs. Fayyadt questions the
logical connection between immateriality and indivisibility, disputes the self-evidence
of distinctions between strong and weak perceptions, denies an essential ontological
difference between sensory and intellectual faculties based on immateriality, criticizes
the Flying Man (al-Insan al-Mu‘allaq) argument as an unreal and hypothetical scenario,
and rejects the claim that unity necessarily implies immateriality. The present study
aims to critically assess these objections by carefully reconstructing Avicenna’s original
arguments and evaluating Fayyadt’s critiques within the proper metaphysical and epis-
temological framework.

This research targets scholars, graduate students, and researchers in Islamic philos-
ophy, philosophical psychology, and metaphysics. The analytical-critical method em-
ployed here is appropriate for the study’s objectives, as it allows for conceptual clarifi-
cation, logical evaluation, and comparison of classical and contemporary philosophical
perspectives.

Method

The study adopts an analytical and critical research design grounded in philosophical
textual analysis. Primary sources include Avicenna’s major works such as al-Shifa’,
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al-Isharat wa al-Tanbihat, al-Najat, and al-Mabda wa al-Ma‘ad, alongside authoritative
commentaries by Nasir al-Din al-TusT and later philosophical elaborations by Mulla
Sadra. Fayyadi’s critiques are examined primarily through his work Philosophical Psy-
chology (Ravan-shenasi-ye FalsafT), which represents his most systematic engagement
with the problem of the soul’s immateriality.

The main axes of analysis are organized around Avicenna’s core arguments: the indi-
visibility of intelligible forms, the absence of corporeal properties in intellectual cogni-
tion, the permanence of self-awareness, the intellect’s apprehension of universals, and
unity and multiplicity in relation to materiality and immateriality.

Data collection is library-based and relies on close reading, conceptual reconstruction,
and comparative evaluation of philosophical texts. The stages of the research include:
first, reconstructing Avicenna’s arguments in their strongest and most coherent form;
second, presenting Fayyadi’s critiques accurately and charitably; and third, critically
evaluating these critiques by examining their logical consistency, conceptual presuppo-
sitions, and fidelity to Avicenna’s philosophical framework. Ethical considerations are
observed by ensuring accurate citation, avoiding misrepresentation of opposing views,
and maintaining scholarly integrity in the use of sources and data.

Findings

The findings of the study indicate that most of Fayyadt’s critiques fail to undermine
Avicenna’s arguments due to conceptual confusion or misinterpretation of Avicenna’s
philosophical principles.

In the case of indivisibility, Fayyadi’s objections often conflate different senses of
division—such as essential versus accidental divisibility—and overlook Avicenna’s em-
phasis on the complete absence of both types in intelligible forms. Arguments denying
the link between immateriality and indivisibility neglect the specific conditions under
which Avicenna establishes this connection.

Critiques concerning the distinction between strong and weak perceptions are shown
to disregard the self-evident and experiential nature of Avicenna’s claim, which relies on
immediate introspective awareness rather than formal demonstration. The denial of an
ontological distinction between sensory and intellectual faculties is found to be incon-
sistent with the historical consensus of Islamic philosophers, who unanimously regarded
the sensory faculties as material while differing only on the status of the imaginative
faculty.

Fayyadt’s rejection of the Flying Man argument as unreal misunderstands its phil-
osophical function. The argument is not intended as a physical or empirical scenario
but as a conceptual thought experiment demonstrating the immediacy of self-awareness
independent of bodily perception. Similar issues arise in the critique of universals and
unity, where Fayyadi conflates the individuation of knowledge in a particular knower
with the conceptual universality of intelligible forms.

Overall, the analysis reveals that while Fayyadi’s critiques engage with important
philosophical questions, they do not successfully refute Avicenna’s demonstrations
when these arguments are properly understood within their original metaphysical con-
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text. The objections frequently rely on interpretations that either misrepresent Avicen-
na’s positions or apply inappropriate standards of evaluation.

Conclusion

This study concludes that Avicenna’s arguments for the immateriality of the rational
soul remain philosophically robust and internally coherent. While Fayyadi’s critiques
contribute to contemporary discussion and invite renewed examination of classical
proofs, they do not possess sufficient logical or epistemological force to invalidate Avi-
cenna’s conclusions.

The practical and theoretical significance of these findings lies in reaffirming the en-
during relevance of classical Islamic philosophy in addressing fundamental questions
of human nature, consciousness, and metaphysical identity. By clarifying conceptual
misunderstandings and reinforcing rigorous standards of philosophical reasoning, the
study demonstrates that the immateriality of the rational soul continues to be a defen-
sible doctrine within the Islamic philosophical tradition. Future research may extend
this critical evaluation to other contemporary interpretations of classical arguments and
explore their implications for philosophical psychology and the philosophy of mind.
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