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Abstract

ne of the modern approaches to understanding the Quranic text
O is the use of semiotic tools to uncover the codes that activate the
mechanisms of meaning production within the text. Surah
al-Fajr is among the richest surahs of the Quran in terms of
semiotic potential. This research, based on Roland Barthes' theory of the
five codes, employs an analytical method to examine the hermeneutic,
proairetic, symbolic, cultural, and semantic codes in this surah. The aim is
to discover the hidden semantic structures at different levels of significa-
tion and to analyze the semiotic relations within the linguistic, historical,
and intertextual layers of the verses. According to the findings, the herme-
neutic code, through the enigmas posed by the repeated oaths at the begin-
ning of the surah, presents the occurrence of resurrection as undeniable.
The proairetic code indicates that the fate of the rebellious—such as Pha-
raoh, ‘Ad, and Thamiid—will be confronted by divine wrath. Additionally,
actions presented in the form of divine blessings, which serve as rewards
for the righteous, are also expressed. The semantic code creates a broad
semantic field for certain words, exposing the audience to a range of se-
mantic interpretations. Words such as dl-fajr"(the dawn), apparently a
temporal term, become one of the most semantically dense words in the
surah. The cultural code, by recalling the histories of rebellious nations,
serves as an encouragement to avoid arrogance and reprehensible actions
that lead to a bad end. Finally, the symbolic code, by creating semantic
oppositions, seeks to draw a clear picture of the layers of meaning.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the analysis of literary texts, we encounter multiple layers of meaning, for which
linguistics is the best tool to discover semantic connections and establish relationships
between them. The Holy Quran, in addition to its guiding role, is a linguistic and seman-
tic text that conceals complex layers of structure, meaning, and message. In recent de-
cades, the expansion of interdisciplinary approaches, especially semiotics, has opened
new paths for analyzing and discovering meanings in the Quranic text. One influential
theory in this field is Roland Barthes' theory of the five codes, according to which the
text is not a collection of signs but a dynamic network of semantic relations. These
codes include the hermeneutic code (question and suspense in narration), the proairetic
code (action and event), the symbolic code (opposition and metaphor), the cultural code
(historical and social references), and the semantic code (lexical connotations). Surah
al-Fajr, due to its narrative structure, semantic oppositions (light/darkness, faith/trans-
gression), and historical references (‘Ad, Thamiid, Pharaoh), provides a suitable ground
for study based on Barthes' fivefold model.

Literature Review: No previous research was found specifically on the five codes of
Surah al-Fajr. However, several literary analyses have been conducted on this surah.
Kodkhodaei and Samadaniyan (2019), in "A Semantic Rereading of the Oaths in Surah
al-Fajr in Relation to Its Content," examined the oaths and their instances from a seman-
tic perspective. Their findings indicate that the opening of surahs with oaths signifies
an important matter for God, and the object of the oath is semantically connected to the
content of the surah. However, the present study focuses on different types of decoding,
semantic context, and hidden secrets. Fasihi (2024), in "An Analysis of the Final Fif-
teen Verses of Surah al-Fajr," examined the surah from four linguistic aspects: lexical,
morphological, syntactic, and rhetorical, showing that understanding the meanings and
usages of key words and the changes in their original structure leads to transformations
in the appearance of words. Keshavarzi et al. (2023), in "Aesthetic Geometric Analysis
of Surah al-Fajr and Its Role in Interpretation,” investigated the geometric beauties be-
tween the four sections of the surah and the internal beauties of each section within the
framework of literary sciences, especially rhetoric. The present study differs from these,
as it analyzes the layers and codes with a semiotic approach. Regarding layered semi-
otic analyses of the Quran, Zaryavand et al. (2022) in "Layered Semiotics of the Codes
of Surah al-Nazi‘at Based on Roland Barthes' Theory," and Pirani-Shal and Zaryavand
(2020) in "Layered Semiotics of the Codes of Surah al-Masad from the Perspective of
Roland Barthes," analyzed the five codes in those two surahs. Since the present study
differs in the choice of surah, and the Quran is a treasure trove of hidden meanings,
decoding each part or surah is beneficial. This research aims to decode another surah,
thereby uncovering implicit meanings and layers intertwined in an unbroken texture.

Based on the importance of the subject, the study seeks to answer the following ques-
tions:
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a. What mechanisms does Roland Barthes' theory of the five codes offer for analyzing
the meaning of the Quranic text, particularly Surah al-Fajr?

b. How does the interaction among the hermeneutic, proairetic, symbolic, cultural, and
semantic codes lead to the production of multiple layers of meaning in Surah al-Fajr?

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method based on semiotic analysis.
The theoretical framework is Roland Barthes' five codes. Data were collected through
library research, and the analysis was conducted qualitatively. The process involved: (1)
identifying and extracting verses of Surah al-Fajr, (2) applying each of the five codes to
the relevant verses, (3) analyzing the semantic and structural relations among the codes,
and (4) interpreting the mechanisms of meaning production within the surah. The study
focuses on how the codes interact to create a multi-layered semantic network.

Results

The findings reveal that each of Barthes' five codes operates distinctly yet interactive-
ly within Surah al-Fajr:

* Hermeneutic Code: The repeated oaths at the beginning of the surah (e.g., "By
the dawn, and by ten nights...") function as enigmas that create suspense. The
answer to these enigmas is the undeniable occurrence of the Day of Judgment
and the ultimate justice of God. The surah builds questions in the mind of the
audience and then resolves them through the depiction of divine punishment and
reward.

« Proairetic Code: The surah presents a sequence of actions and events. The rebel-
lious acts of Pharaoh, ‘Ad, and Thamiid lead to their destruction as a consequence
of divine wrath. Conversely, the righteous soul at peace (al-nafs al-mutmainnah)
is invited to enter paradise. These action chains establish a clear causal logic:
transgression leads to punishment, and righteousness leads to reward.

» Semantic Code: Certain words in the surah carry dense and multi-layered con-
notations. The word "al-fajr" (dawn), for example, transcends its temporal mean-
ing to symbolize the breaking of truth, the emergence of light after darkness, and
perhaps the dawn of resurrection. Similarly, "al-watr" (the odd) evokes notions
of divine oneness and the uniqueness of God. These connotations enrich the se-
mantic field of the surah.

* Cultural Code: The surah references historical nations (‘Ad, Thamiid, and
Pharaoh) whose stories were well-known in the cultural memory of the Arabian
Peninsula. These references serve as moral lessons, warning against arrogance,
tyranny, and corruption. The cultural code activates the audience's historical
knowledge to reinforce the surah's ethical message.

» Symbolic Code: The surah employs symbolic oppositions: light vs. darkness,
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faith vs. transgression, the righteous soul vs. the rebellious. These binary oppo-
sitions create a symbolic structure that clarifies the moral and theological stance
of the surah. The dawn itself becomes a symbol of hope, divine guidance, and
resurrection.

The interaction among these codes creates a coherent semantic network. The herme-
neutic code poses questions, the proairetic code narrates actions and consequences, the
semantic code enriches key terms, the cultural code grounds the message in history, and
the symbolic code visualizes the moral contrasts.

Conclusions

This study demonstrates the applicability and effectiveness of Roland Barthes' five-
code model for analyzing Quranic surahs, specifically Surah al-Fajr. The findings show
that the surah is not a linear text but a multi-layered network of meanings. The herme-
neutic code engages the audience through oaths and enigmas, leading to the central
message of resurrection. The proairetic code establishes causal relationships between
human actions and divine consequences. The semantic code transforms ordinary words
into dense carriers of theological significance. The cultural code connects the surah's
message to historical memory, providing tangible lessons. The symbolic code structures
the moral vision through oppositions. Together, these codes contribute to the rhetorical
inimitability (i'jaz) of the Quran and offer a deeper understanding of its guidance. This
research opens new avenues for interdisciplinary Quranic studies, blending semiotics,
linguistics, and theology.
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