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Abstract

his research, adopting an analytical and semantic approach,
T conducts a comparative study of six key concepts within the
semantic field of Stability and tranquilityin the Holy Quran:
istiqrar (stability), istiwa’ (equilibrium), sakan (tranquility),
‘adn (permanence), labth (tarrying), and makth (waiting). The main ob-
jective is to explain the meanings and understand the rhetorical subtleties
of the Quran through an analytical-descriptive method. The findings indi-
cate that istigrar denotes continuous stability and firmness in place, stand-
ing in opposition to Ihstability.'Sakan emphasizes inner peace and the re-
moval of anxiety, contrasting with thovement and restlessness." ‘Adn
symbolizes eternal abode accompanied by intimacy and enduring bless-
ings. Labth and makth both denote temporary stay with an element of ex-
pectation, with the difference that makth carries the nuance of Stability
along with waiting, 'While labth focuses merely on temporary sojourn. Ist-
awa’ belongs to a separate system, its core meaning being Balance, up-
rightness, and equality of parts."Ultimately, this research demonstrates
that the Holy Quran, with semantic precision, presents a rich network of
concepts related to stability and tranquility, where each word expresses a
specific quality, duration, and psychological condition of abiding and
peace, offering a comprehensive view of the various existential levels of
the human being.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The semantic study of Quranic vocabulary is among the most fundamental approach-
es to a precise and systematic understanding of revealed knowledge; for the Quran, as a
divine text with a precise linguistic structure, employs the utmost subtlety and appropri-
ateness in its choice of words. Each word in the Quran not only carries an independent
meaning but is also a member of an extensive semantic network, producing deeper
implications through interaction with other concepts. Therefore, analyzing semantic
fields and examining the intra-textual relations of words is an essential step in thematic
exegesis and discovering the conceptual coherence of the Quran.

Among the semantic fields of the Quran, the concept of "stability and tranquility"
holds a distinguished place; for this field encompasses a spectrum of human existen-
tial states: from temporary worldly abode to psychological peace, structural stability,
and ultimately eternal abode in the hereafter. Although classical lexical sources such as
Magqayis al-Lughah, Al-Mufradat fi Gharib al-Qur’an, and Al-Furtiq al-Lughawiyyah
have explained the meanings of the relevant roots, and great exegetes like Tabarst and
Tabataba’1 have discussed these words in their commentaries, most studies have been
isolated and descriptive, with little effort toward a comparative and network-based anal-
ysis of these concepts.

The main problem of this research is the lack of a systematic comparative analysis of
the semantic network of "stability and tranquility" in the Holy Quran. The fundamental
question is: How and with what subtleties does the Quran employ the six key words is-
tiqrar, istiwa’, sakan, ‘adn, labth, and makth to express different qualities of tranquility?
The hypothesis is that each of these words represents a specific semantic component and
fits within a coherent conceptual spectrum, such that distinctions in "duration," "qual-
ity," and "psychological or existential condition" lead to their precise differentiation.

The aim of the research is to explain the semantic core of each word, extract their dis-
tinguishing components, and map the semantic network governing their relationships,
thereby revealing the expressive precision of the Quran in word choice.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on a modern seman-
tic framework. The theoretical foundation rests on componential analysis and semantic
field theory; that is, each word is broken down into its basic semantic components, and
then its syntagmatic, paradigmatic, and oppositional relations with other words in the
field are examined.

The research process was carried out in three stages:

1. Identifying the core concept and determining the semantic field: The concept
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of "stability and tranquility" was chosen as the conceptual core.

2. Extracting related words: By referring to lexical and exegetical sources, the
main roots associated with stability and tranquility (q-r-r, s-k-n, ‘-d-n, 1-b-th,
m-k-th, s-w-y) were identified, and their Quranic derivatives were collected.

3. Semantic filtering: Only words that share the common component "cessation
of movement and realization of some form of stability or pause" and are capable
of comparative analysis within a semantic network were selected.

Data were collected through library research and analyzed by examining verse con-
text, comparative study of exegeses, and comparison of semantic components. Within
this framework, three main criteria were considered for distinguishing the concepts:
duration of stay (temporary or permanent); quality of tranquility (objective, structural,
or psychological); and the accompanying psychological or existential state.

Results

The findings show that each of the six words has an independent yet related semantic
core within the network:

Istigrar ())z.)): Derived from the root q-r-r, istiqrar denotes objective stability
and enduring firmness in place, standing in opposition to "instability." In Quranic
usages, it ranges from the resting place of creatures (mustaqarr) to the destina-
tion of the sun's movement (li-mustaqarrin laha) and the final resting place of
human beings in the hereafter. Its core component is "continuous firmness and
persistence."

Istawa’ (:|yz.l): Derived from the root s-w-y, istiwa” denotes balance, equality
of parts, and structural uprightness. Although in some contexts it appears in the
sense of stability or dominance, its core meaning is "moderation and lack of
deviation." Its difference from istiqrar lies in the fact that istiwa’ expresses a
structural and balanced quality of stability, not mere permanence.

Sakan (.5x): Sakan emphasizes inner peace and the removal of anxiety. More
than indicating spatial stability, it denotes psychological tranquility, such as the
calm of night, dwelling in a home, or the sakinah (divine tranquility) sent down
upon the hearts of believers. Here, the component "heartfelt serenity™ is promi-
nent.

‘Adn (,42): “Adn symbolizes eternal, enduring abode accompanied by intima-
cy and bliss. This word is used exclusively in the phrase jannat ‘adn (Gardens
of Eden) and denotes the highest level of paradise. Its essential components are
"perpetuity without decay" and "abode accompanied by joy and intimacy."

Labth (2): Labth means staying within a specific timeframe. It is neither
inherently temporary nor permanent; rather, the context determines its duration,
such as the stay of the Companions of the Cave or the long sojourn of Noah.
However, its semantic emphasis is on "duration" and "time-bound pause."

Makth (2$%): Makth denotes a pause accompanied by waiting. Its difference
from labth lies in the presence of the component "expectation for a subsequent
event." This word often conveys a state of readiness for change.
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Conclusions

The results confirm the main hypothesis: the Holy Quran, with semantic precision,
employs different words with distinct semantic components to express the various lev-
els of stability and tranquility. These words form a coherent network that extends from
temporary worldly abode to eternal otherworldly resting place, covering both objective,
psychological, and structural dimensions of stability.

The innovation of this research lies in its comparative and systematic approach—an
approach that reveals the relational network of words rather than analyzing each in
isolation. This achievement not only strengthens the theoretical foundations of Quranic
semantics but also has applications in translation, thematic exegesis, and the teaching
of Islamic knowledge; for it shows that the simple substitution of these words for one
another can distort the semantic subtlety of the verses.

Ultimately, this semantic network presents a comprehensive picture of the Quranic
view of the existential levels of the human being: the human being in this world is in
a state of labth and makth, strives for sakan and istiqrar, and the ultimate perfection is
realized in the jannat ‘adn, while istiwa’ describes the balanced and upright quality of
this placement. This semantic harmony is a manifestation of the rhetorical inimitability
of the Quran and its precise conceptual order.
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