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Abstract

roper interpretation of the Quran follows principles, rules, and a
P systematic method whose application leads to discovering God’s
intended meaning of the verses. Some scientistically inclined
Muslim scholars, driven by religious and scientific motives, have
engaged in the interpretation of Quranic verses concerning the creation of the
world and humanity. This article examines and critiques the exegetical
interpretations of three such figures— Abdul ‘Ali Bazargan, Hasan Yisifi
Eshkavari, and ‘Abd al-Sabiir Shahin—regarding the verses on human
creation, and through these critiques reveals the validity of their interpretive
logic and method. The research employs a library-based method for data
collection and a descriptive-analytical-critical approach for analyzing and
evaluating the exegetical views of these three scholars. By exposing the
methodological and epistemological errors in their interpretations, the study
also points to the correct way of interpreting those verses within the critiques.
The findings indicate commonalities in their exegetical interpretations and
similar errors in their interpretive methods. Each of their interpretations of the
verses on human creation contains numerous errors. Many of these
interpretations suffer from methodological weaknesses, including invalid
lexicography, neglect of the interrelation between verses, and weak synthesis of
the indicative meanings of the verses. Another error is that their interpretations
are often based on prejudgment; by assuming the theory of the evolution of
species as certain, they have sought their desired meaning from the verses on
human creation and imposed their presuppositions on those verses instead of
relying on valid exegetical criteria.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The interpretation of Quranic verses follows specific rules, and failure to observe them
undermines valid and reliable exegesis. This problem is more pronounced in the interpreta-
tion of verses related to natural phenomena. Muslim scholars with a scientific orientation, by
imposing scientific findings on the Quran, are more susceptible to such errors. This research
examines the exegetical interpretations of three scientistically inclined Muslim scholars—
‘Abdul ‘Alr Bazargan, Hasan Yisift Eshkavari, and ‘Abd al-Sabtir Shahin—concerning the
verses on human creation and critiques them methodologically and substantively.

The aim is to critically assess the methodological and epistemological aspects of these
three exegetes’ interpretations of the human creation verses and to present the correct meth-
od of interpreting those verses. Previous related research includes: the article “Scientistic
Muslims and Their Methodological Errors in Interpreting the Quran: A Case Study of the
Works of Sahabi, ‘Amr Sharif, and Mahdi Bazargan on the Verses of Human Creation”
(Migant & Arian, 2023); the textbook Lessons in Refuting Quranic Doubts (Iravani, 2022,
pp. 191-194); Quranic Sciences 1-3 (Misbah Yazdi, 2019, pp. 335-343); A Word Regard-
ing the Creation of Man (idem); The Creation of Man in the Quran (Arian et al., 2016, pp.
284-291); Tafsir al-Mizan (Tabataba't, 1991, vol. 16, pp. 255-260); and Tafsir-i Nimiinah
(Makarim Shirazi et al., 1992, vol. 11, pp. 86—89). These works have generally critiqued the
interpretive arguments of scientistic scholars or some of them.

Given the volume of critical research on the Quranic works of scientistic Muslim schol-
ars—especially regarding human creation verses—is insufficient for representing the short-
comings of those works, and because most existing critical evaluations focus on scholars
other than the three discussed here, the necessity of this study is evident. This article is
intended for researchers in Quranic hermeneutics and those interested in Quranic anthro-

pology.

Method

This study is library-based, and its scope is limited to the three mentioned scientistic Mus-
lim scholars. The method is descriptive-analytical-interpretive, which is suitable for critiqu-
ing the exegetical interpretations of scientistic Muslims. Accordingly, to address the prob-
lem, the study first describes and analyzes the exegetical interpretations of the three scholars
regarding the verses on human creation, then identifies the shortcomings in their interpretive
methods and points to the correct interpretation of those verses.

The overall approach is interpretive and critical, aligned with the goal of diagnosing the
harms of scientistic interpretations of the Quran. Research sources include books, articles,
and some oral lectures (podcasts). Data collection was organized by extracting examples of
these scholars’ exegetical interpretations. The research steps are: 1. collecting and describing
examples of their interpretations; 2. analyzing the evidence for these interpretations from
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their own works; 3. evaluating these analyses against exegetical rules; 4. identifying their
methodological errors and presenting the correct method of interpretation.

Because this research focuses on methodological critique of their exegetical interpreta-
tions—an exploratory study—hypothesis formation was not possible.

Results

The findings indicate a kind of commonality in the exegetical interpretations of these
scholars regarding the Quranic verses on human creation and, consequently, similar errors in
their interpretive methods. Many of these interpretations suffer from methodological weak-
nesses, including invalid semantic analysis of Quranic terms, neglect of the thematic and
semantic connection between verses, and evident weakness in synthesizing the indicative
meanings of the verses. Another error is that their interpretations are based on prejudice. By
assuming the Darwinian theory of the evolution of species as certain, they have sought their
desired meaning from the verses on human creation and imposed their presuppositions on
those verses instead of relying on valid exegetical criteria.

Conclusions

The results are presented in two parts: critiques specific to each of the three scientistic
scholars, and their common errors.

Three exegetical interpretations of ‘Abdul ‘Alf Bazargan on human creation verses were
reported and examined. In his first interpretation, Bazargan denied that Adam (peace be
upon him) is the “father of humanity” (abii al-bashar) based on Q3:33. In the second, he
suggested the possibility of the evolutionary creation of the first human based on Q2:29. In
the third, he used Q24:45 to depict the stages of evolution from water to crawling, bipedal,
and quadrupedal creatures.

The flaw in the first interpretation is that although the phrase “abt al-bashar” does not ap-
pear in the Quran, its concept is present in the expression “abawaykum” (your two fathers),
which indicates the genealogical connection between Adam and present-day humans. The
second interpretation is also incorrect because the purpose of creation mentioned in that
verse has no bearing on the modality of human creation. In the third interpretation, the con-
junction “wa” (and) does not indicate chronological order, and the order mentioned in the
verse is incompatible with the idea of evolution.

An examination of Hasan Yusifi Eshkavari’s view shows that he also leans toward the
evolutionary creation of Adam and considers the creation of Adam from clay as a metaphor-
ical expression. He cites Q15:29 and Q38:72 and considers evolutionary creation possible.
However, his evidence is flawed; neither instantaneous nor evolutionary creation can be
preferred without clear evidence from these two verses. The theory of evolution cannot serve
as a criterion for interpreting the verses, and creation from clay is rationally plausible.

‘Abd al-Sabtir Shahin, in his interpretations, distinguishes between “bashar” and “insan”
and rationalizes the Quranic concept of “taswiyah” (proportioning) of Adam to bring it clos-
er to evolutionary theory. In critiquing his claims, it can be said that the verse is silent about
the duration of time, and Shahin, based solely on presuppositions aligned with evolution,
has stretched this duration to millions of years. Given Quranic verses such as Q3:59, this
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verse also allows two possibilities, and the theory of evolution does not have the authority to
privilege one over the other.

The common errors of these three scholars are: 1. methodological weakness in correctly
deriving meaning from the verses; 2. reliance on ambiguous elements such as the conjunc-
tion “thumma,” the temporal particle “idha,” and the meanings of verb forms; 3. falling into
the trap of subjective interpretation (tafsir bi al-ray) by clinging to their scientific prejudices.
A clear example of this is their firm belief in the evolutionary theory of human creation while
ignoring all Quranic verses that contradict it.
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