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Abstract

ne of the most challenging issues in the interpretation of the Holy
Article Info Quran is understanding the verses on divine attributes, especially
expressions whose apparent meaning suggests corporeal charac-
teristics of God. The concept of "ayn'(eye) is among such cases,
appearing in several verses and raising the possibility of a literal, corporeal
interpretation. This research aims to analyze exegetical views on "Ayn Allah"

Article type: (the Eye of God), examine the evolution of these interpretations, and explain

Research Article the role of theological tendencies in their formation. The research method is

O descriptive-analytical with a comparative approach. Using library sources, the
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Accepted: 24 February 2026 Tables and charts are also used to illustrate the trends of evolution. The find-
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2026 exegetes' understandings of these verses. In the early period, the diversity of
meanings—especially in the form of interpretations such as Before our sight;’

O Under our protection;'and Within our knowledge—is remarkable, and in both

Keywords: Shia and Sunni traditions, the effort to avoid affirming a corporeal meaning is

Historical Evolution; evident. Exegetes of this period, depending on their narrative, theological, lit-

Quranic Exegesis; erary, or mystical tendencies, offered different and sometimes multiple mean-
“Ayn Allah; Early and ings. In contrast, the contemporary period is characterized by a reduction in

semantic diversity and a focus on the meaning Under our protection;'which is
more common in exegeses with social, jurisprudential, literary, and education-
al tendencies. This interpretive convergence reflects the exegetes' efforts to
explain Quranic concepts within the framework of modern religious thought
and the intellectual needs of the contemporary era.

Contemporary Exegetes;
Literalism; Statistical
Analysis.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The interpretation of verses on divine attributes, especially those with expressions that
literally suggest corporeality, has long been a central focus of exegetical and theologi-
cal discussions. Among these, the expression "‘Ayn Allah" in verses such as "wa isna‘“
al-fulka bi-a‘yunina" (Construct the ship before Our eyes — Q11:37) and "wa li-tusna‘a
‘ala ‘ayni" (that you might be brought up under My eye — Q20:39), due to their apparent
conflict with the principle of divine transcendence ("laysa ka-mithliht shay™" — Q42:11),
have given rise to different and sometimes contradictory interpretations. The main prob-
lem of this research is to examine how exegetes have understood the concept of "‘ayn"
and to analyze the historical evolution of these interpretations in early and contemporary
periods.

The aim is to trace the historical and comparative development of exegetical views
on "‘Ayn Allah", explain the relationship between theological foundations and the type
of interpretation offered, and identify dominant patterns in each period. The central
question is whether the evolution in the interpretation of these verses reflects the intel-
lectual and theological developments of the Islamic world. The hypothesis is that the
approach to "‘Ayn Allah" is shaped more by the theological presuppositions and inter-
pretive methodology of exegetes of each era than by the literal meaning of the word.

A review of the literature shows that studies on anthropomorphic attributes and the
issue of seeing God have been conducted, but most have had a limited thematic or com-
parative approach and lack a comprehensive historical and data-driven analysis of the
evolution of the interpretation of "*Ayn Allah". A comparison of these studies reveals
a gap in providing a classified and analytical framework for understanding changes in
approach.

This research, with a historical-analytical approach and utilizing a threefold classi-
fication (literalist, interpretive, and referential), seeks to present a clear picture of the
evolutionary trend of interpretation through systematic data analysis and the use of sta-
tistical tools. The results are important for researchers in Quranic and Hadith sciences,
theology, and the history of Islamic thought, and the chosen method is appropriate for
discovering patterns of evolution and explaining the relationship between theoretical
foundations and the interpretation of verses.

Method

This research employs a descriptive-analytical design with a comparative-historical
approach and is organized within the framework of qualitative and quantitative content
analysis. The scope of the study includes a wide range of Shia and Sunni exegeses from
both early and contemporary periods, selected based on their direct relevance to the
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verses containing "‘Ayn Allah" and their explicit interpretive reference to this expres-
sion. Data were collected through library research from primary exegetical sources. Re-
search tools include systematic note-taking, comparative tables, and charting software
for analyzing the frequency and semantic patterns.

The research steps include: extracting views, classifying them into three categories
(literalist, interpretive, and referential), comparative analysis, and explaining the his-
torical trend of evolution. In selecting sources, the criteria were scholarly credibility,
comprehensiveness, and representativeness of each period; the principles of honesty and
accurate citation have been observed.

Results

The findings show that in the early period, exegetes' tendencies played a decisive role
in shaping interpretations of "‘Ayn Allah". The literalist approach appears mainly in
narrative-based exegeses, particularly for Q11:37 and Q20:39, while a combined narra-
tive-theological approach is observed for Q23:27, Q52:48, and Q54:14. The interpretive
approach was more widespread among theological, literary, and mystical tendencies,
with the meanings "before our sight" (bi-mar’an minna), "under our protection" (bi-
hifzina), and "within our knowledge" (bi-‘ilmina) being predominant, whereas referen-
tial interpretations such as "the eye of the angels" and "the eyes of the prophets" were
limited and specific.

Analysis of tables and charts indicates that both Shia and Sunni traditions tended
toward semantic interpretation, although Sunnis offered a broader range of meanings,
while Shia exegetes focused more on "under our protection". This trend reflects early
exegetes' avoidance of affirming a corporeal meaning and their inclination toward a
meaningful and flexible interpretation. Historical and cultural factors, including scien-
tific stagnation and the decline of Islamic civilization, directly influenced the formation
of these approaches and reinforced the interpretive and jurisprudential space in inter-
preting the verses of "“Ayn Allah". This period clearly reflects the interaction between
theological, narrative, and literary tendencies in confronting divine concepts and the
interpretive flexibility of exegetes.

In the contemporary period, exegetes' tendencies have shifted markedly toward the
interpretive approach, with the literalist approach almost completely abandoned, ap-
pearing only in one limited case with a social tendency. The dominant meaning is "under
our protection and guardianship", and the social tendency has made the most use of this
interpretation. Following it, jurisprudential, literary, and educational tendencies have
developed this meaning within their own specific approaches, while referential interpre-
tations such as "the eye of the angels", "the eye of water", and "the eyes of the prophets"
are limited and occasional.

Analysis of tables and charts shows that interpretive diversity has decreased com-
pared to the early period, and focus on a specific meaning has increased. Furthermore,
interpretive convergence between Shia and Sunni is evident, and past disagreements
in choosing meanings have diminished. Historical factors, including the influence of
scientific and social awakening, the development of new sciences, and the influence of
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Western culture, have laid the groundwork for this focus and convergence, enabling the
emergence of analytical, scientific, and literary-social tendencies. This trend shows that
contemporary exegetes have sought to present a rational, spiritual, and practical reading
of the verses of "‘Ayn Allah" in order to respond to the intellectual, moral, and social
needs of modern society.

Conclusions

The results show that exegetical tendencies have played a decisive role in shaping
the meaning of "“Ayn Allah". In the early period, the wide semantic diversity and the
predominance of interpretations such as "before our sight" and "under our protection"
indicate an open jurisprudential space and the interaction of narrative, theological, and
literary tendencies. In contrast, the contemporary period is characterized by a significant
reduction in diversity and a dominant focus on the meaning "under our protection"; a
matter that indicates interpretive convergence and an effort to present a rational, non-cor-
poreal reading appropriate to new intellectual and social needs. Overall, the historical
course of interpretation has moved from semantic plurality to interpretive concentration.
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