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Abstract

he purpose of this article is to explain and analyze the theo-
T retical foundations derived from the Holy Quran for the
modern legal concept of the Yight to be forgotten."This re-
search seeks to answer whether Quranic teachings have the
necessary capacity to support individuals' right to control and delete
their past personal information in the digital space. The study employs
a descriptive-analytical method with an interdisciplinary approach
(figh, law, and Quranic studies). The primary sources are the Holy
Quran and authoritative exegeses; for analyzing legal dimensions, rel-
evant legal documents and articles, jurisprudential rules, and narra-
tive sources have been used. The findings indicate that core Quranic
concepts such as satr (concealment of faults), tawbah (repentance),
‘afw (forgiveness), islah (reform), and safh al-jamil (gracious forbear-
ance) form a coherent ethical-legal framework. Based on this frame-
work, individuals have the right to be protected from permanent label-
ing due to past mistakes, and their human dignity is preserved by
providing an opportunity for a fresh start. The article concludes that
the teachings of the Holy Quran and Islamic tradition possess a high
capacity for theoretical support and derivation of necessary principles
for legislation concerning the tight to be forgotten'in the digital age.
These foundations can serve as a strong jurisprudential-ethical back-
ing for Iran's legal system in facing this new challenge and offer an
alternative model based on human dignity in contrast to Western ap-
proaches.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The digital age, while providing unprecedented access to information, has posed a funda-
mental challenge to privacy and human dignity, known as the "eternal permanence of data."”
In this space, any mistake, accusation, or personal information, once recorded in cyberspace,
can remain forever, subjecting the individual to perpetual judgment. Before the advent of
digital technology, forgetting was a natural and social process; due to physical limitations,
information gradually faded from public consciousness. However, the digital revolution re-
versed this pattern, creating "complete digital memory" in which remembering became the
norm and forgetting the exception. This infallible memory deprives individuals of the oppor-
tunity to start anew and return to society. In such a context, a new legal concept known as the
"right to be forgotten™ has emerged as a means to restore individuals' control over their past
personal information. This right, recognized in important documents such as the EU Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), allows individuals under certain circumstances to
request the removal of irrelevant, outdated, or inaccurate personal data from search engines
and databases. The landmark case in the modern history of this right was the 2014 ruling of
the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) in the "Google Spain™ case, where an
individual successfully requested the removal of links related to past financial problems that
had disrupted his professional life. Despite the importance of this concept in Western legal
systems, its theoretical foundations in Iran's legal system, which is based on Islamic juris-
prudence, have been less explored. This research seeks to answer whether the ethical-legal
concepts and principles in the Quran have the necessary capacity to support individuals' right
to control and delete their past personal information in the digital space.

Method

The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method with an interdisciplinary ap-
proach encompassing figh, law, and Quranic studies. The primary sources are the Holy Qu-
ran and authoritative exegeses. For analyzing legal dimensions, relevant legal documents
and articles, jurisprudential rules, and narrative sources have been used. A library-based ap-
proach was adopted for data collection.

Results

The findings indicate that the Holy Quran provides a theoretical framework for recogniz-
ing the "right to be forgotten™:

The first core concept is satr (concealment of faults). Satr goes beyond a mere ethical
recommendation; it is a mechanism for preserving human dignity and the health of social
relations. The Holy Quran explicitly forbids spying on others and disclosing their hidden
matters. The principle of satr is rooted in the divine attribute Sattar al-‘Uytb (the Veiler of
Faults); while God is fully aware of His servants' mistakes, He conceals them to preserve
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the opportunity for reform. The eternal permanence of information on the internet stands in
contrast to this principle. It is possible to distinguish between satr and the concealment of tes-
timony (kitman al-shahadah), which is forbidden in figh; the latter concerns the violation of
others' rights and judicial proceedings, whereas the right to be forgotten pertains to personal
lapses and records that lack ongoing public or legal relevance.

The second concept is tawbah (repentance). In the logic of the Quran, repentance is not
merely an apology but a transformative process that leads to the complete erasure of the
effects of sin. The Quran states that repentance can turn bad deeds into good ones. In the
digital space, the past never disappears, effectively eliminating the right to a fresh start that
lies at the heart of repentance. The right to be forgotten is essentially a legal mechanism for
implementing the erasing effect of repentance in society.

The third and fourth concepts are ‘afw (forgiveness), safh al-jamil (gracious forbearance),
and islah (reform). Safh is a higher degree than ‘afw and means completely erasing the trace
of the fault from one's mind. Safh al-jamil (beautiful forgiveness) is forgiveness that is free
from reproach and condescension, so that the wrongdoer does not feel humiliated. The right
to be forgotten precisely seeks to realize such forgiveness in the digital space, so that even
the label of “forgiven wrongdoer" is removed from the individual.

From a jurisprudential and legal perspective, although Iran's legal system has no indepen-
dent law on the right to be forgotten, significant capacities exist. The jurisprudential rule of
1a darar (no harm) requires that the permanent retention of negative information that harms
one's social standing or job opportunities be removed as an illegitimate harm. Also, based
on the rule of taslit (dominion), individuals have sovereignty over their personal data as
intangible property. Comparative analysis shows that the American approach, due to the
dominance of the First Amendment and the absolutization of free speech, considers the right
to be forgotten a form of censorship and opposes it.

Conclusions

The findings of this research demonstrate that the ethical-legal framework of Islam not
only has the capacity to accept the "right to be forgotten™ but also offers an alternative, hu-
man-centered model in contrast to existing Western approaches. This Quranic framework
rests on three fundamental principles: First, the principle of inherent human dignity, which
requires that a person's honor not be constantly tarnished by past mistakes and that they be
protected from the aggression of digital data. Second, the principle of the opportunity for
redemption, which views humans as free and capable of change; the permanence of infor-
mation in cyberspace imprisons individuals in the past and undermines their motivation for
reform, while the right to be forgotten guarantees this right of liberation. Third, the principle
of social welfare; unlimited access to records can lead to the weaponization of information
and the creation of a society filled with rancor and exposure. The right to be forgotten en-
sures the psychological health of society by establishing a limit on remembrance. Finally,
it is suggested that legislative bodies in Iran, utilizing rules such as 1a darar, taslit, and the
principle of the more important versus the important, initiate the process of drafting a com-
prehensive law on "personal data protection and the right to be forgotten™ and operationalize
this right by establishing a "National Data Protection Organization" as a supervisory body.
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